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1

This invention relates to a picture frame se-
curing means.

Usually, in the formation of a picture frame
from metal, a strip of metal is bent at three
locations to form three corners of the frame and
the fourth corner is secured by passing a tongue
on one member through a slot in the other mem-
ber with the tongue bent over on the outer side
of the member which shows and is unsightly.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a means for securing the ends of the picture
frame members together which will be entirely
concealed from view.

Another object of this invention is to provide
for securing the picture frame together in a
concealed manner by forming the necessary se-
curing means from the stock of the frame so
that there will be but one piece of stock utilized
for the entire frame and its securing means.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a lock which will be of such structure as not to
interfere with the mounting of the picture and
its glass in the frame,

With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention consists of certain novel features of con-
struction as will be more fully described and
particularly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view showing the frame
with the picture therein;

Fig. 2 is an edge view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the
frame just before the ends are secured in position
to hold the picture therein;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the frame on line
4—4of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the picture frame prior
to any bending and showing the two ends in
section;

Fig. 6 is an end view on line 6—6 of Fig. 5;

Fig. T is an end view on line T—T of Fig. 5;

Fig. 8 is a sectional view illustrating the parts
in substantially the position shown in Fig. 3, but
with the picture omitted;

Fig. 9 is a sectional view showing the parts
of PFig. 8 moved into locking position.

In proceeding with this invention, I have
formed on the ends of the metal strip which is
bent to form the picture frame a lip on one
end and a tongue on the other end. The lip
is slotted to receive the tongue and a barb is
provided on the tongue to engage the lip and
prevent the fongue from being withdrawn there-
from.

With reference to the drawings, 10 designates
generally the strip from which the frame is
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2
formed in elongated rectilinear form consisting
of a strip of stock which is notched as at 11, 12

and 13 to divide the strip 10 into four members
{4, 15, 16 and 1. This frame strip is formed
generally channel shaped, there being a wall 18
with a front flange {9 which is bent into orna-
mental shape, as shown in Fig. 4, and a rear
flange 28. Each of these flanges 19 and 20 are
notched as above referred to so that the wall
{8 may be bent at the portions 21, 22 and 23 to
provide the members (4, 15, 16 and 17 in right-
angular relation.

The end member 14 is provided with a lip 25
which has a slot 26 therein, and this lip is hent
at right angles to the wall 18, as shown in Fig. 8.
The adjacent member {1 has its wall 18 provided
with a tongue 21 which will pass through this
slot 26, and this tongue is provided with a barb
28 which is bent inwardly from the opening 29
so that when this tongue and the barb 28 pass
through the slot the barb being bent back will
position the edge 30 of this barb so as to engage
the flange 25 and prevent the tongue from being
withdrawn from the slot 26. In this way, the
two end members {4 and (7T are locked together
in such a manner that the lock is entirely con-
cealed. The frame 10 is assembled about a pic-~
ture 31 and the tongue inserted in the slot which
affords the mounting for the picture.

I claim:

1. In a picture frame comprising a pair of
rectilinear members arranged at right angles and
meeting at their ends, a lip on one of said mem-
bers extending inwardly at right angles thereto
having a slot therein with one edge substantially
in line with the inner surface of the member
carrying the lip and a tongue on the other of
said members exfending at right angles thereto
through said slot and along the inner surface of
said member carrying the lip, said member being
provided with a barb to engage said lip and pre-
vent the tongue from being withdrawn from the
slot.

2. In a picture frame as in claim 1 wherein
the lip is covered by the member carrying the
tongue.
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