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. Specification of Letters Patent.

FOLDING WARDROBE, CUPBOARD, OR THE LIKE.

Patented Sept. 7, 1909.

Application filed February 15, 1909, " Serial No. 477,862.

To all whom it may concern.: ‘

Be it known that I, Aueerr ULnon, a citi-
zen of the United States; and a resident of
the city of Richmond, in the county of
Wayne and State of Indiana, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Folding Wardrobes, Cuphoards, or the Like,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
accurate specification, being such as will en-
able others to make and uge the same with
absolnte exactitude. :

In this invention my object, broadly speak-
ing, is to provide an article of furniture
which will be strong and durable in con-
struction, attractive in appearance, easily op-
erated and controlled, and adapted to occupy
but a minimum of space when not in use and
when being movea from place to place. -

More particularly stated my object is to
provide a wardrobe or cupboard which may
be partially collapsed to reduce its thickness
or depth, whereby it may be more easily
moved from one location to another, and
when not in use it may be caused to occupy
a comparatively small amount of space.
And, finally, my object is to provide a ward-
robe, cupboard, or the like in which several
parts thereof may be folded yet preventing
any of the parts becoming  detached and
whereby all of the parts may be quickly
brought to position when desired.

Other minor objects and particular advan-
tages of my invention will be brought cut
and made apparent in the course of this
specification, and that which is new will be
correlated in the appended claim. ;

The preferred manner for carrying out

* the objects of my present invention, and that
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which in practice has been found to be the
most practical and desirable; is shown in the
accompanying two sheets of drawings, in
which— o C

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an article
of furniture constructed in accordance with
my invention, showing the same closed and in
operative position.. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the same as shown in Fig. 1, except
that the doors are shown opened out to ex-
hibit the interior, and taken from a different
view point. Fig. 3 shows an end elevation
showing the article of furniture collapsed
and out of operative position. Tig. 4 is a
central longitudinal section taken through
the article when in the condition shown in

Fig. 8. And Fig. 5 is a central horizontal
gection, as taken on the line z—uz of Fig, 3,
or Fig. 4, , _

Similar indices denote like parts through-
out the several views.

-In order that the construction, operation,
and advantages of my invention may be more
fully understood and appreciated I will now
take up a detail exposition thereof in which
I will describe the same as fully and as com-
prehensively as I may. '

The relatively fixed section of my inven-
tion comprises a back A, having secured
thereto :the two vertical and comparatively
narrow sides B and B/, the lower portion of
sald sides forming the rear legs. Letter O
denotes the top of the fixed portion, this be-
ing formed to extend farther forward than
do said sides. Connecting the sides, B and
B’, and contacting with the back A and the
underside of the top C, is the reinforcement
D, shown only in section and that in Fig. 4.

The relatively movable section of the in-
vention comprises the top 1, which is of same
length but of less width than is the top C to
which it is connected by hinges ¢ and «
whereby it may be turned hack as shown in
Figs. 8 and 4.

The indices 2 and 2’ denote 1he two sides
of the movable section, they being of same
length as the sides B and B/, and they are
of substantially the same width as said sides
B and B’.

The top 1 projects both forward of and
to the rear of the sides 2 and 2/, to which
it is secured, for the purpose hereinafter set
forth. : ‘

Connecting the lower portions of the sides

-2 and 2 is the strip 8. Extending between

the sides 2 and 2’ is the base strip 4 which
contacts with the strip 8 and extends out

flush with the sides 2 and 2’, and whose up-

per edge is slightly lower than the upper
edge of strip 3. Extending between the sides
2 and 2/, at their upper ends, is the strip 5.
Hinged to the inner edges of the sides 2 and
2" are the doors 6 and 7, respectively, which
are adapted to be secured by the catch 8.
The door 6 is hinged to the side 8 by hinges
9 and 10, and the door 7 is hinged to the

-side 27 by the hinges 11 and 12.

Numeral 13 denotes the cap, which is of
same length as the top 1 and extends up
from mnear its forward edge and at right
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angles thereto, to which it is connected by ! member L contacts with the side B’; and a

the hinges 14 and 15 which allow it to be
turned back, as in Figs. 3 and 4.

Disposed hetween the sides B and 2 are
the panels 16 and 17 which are identical in
form with each other, and they are con-
nected together by the hinges 18 and 19 to
aliow their outer faces to fold in contact
with each other. The panel 17 is hinged
to the side B by the hinges 20 (one above
and one below) corresponding with hinges
18 and 19; and the panel 16 is hinged to the
side 2 by corresponding hinges 21.  Said
two pair of hinges 20 and 21 are so located
as to allow said panels 16 and 17 to swing
inward, as indicated in Fig. 5

Dlsposed between the s1des B’ and 2’ are
the panels 22 and 23 which are identical in
form with each other and with the panels
16 and 17. Said panels 22 and 23 are con-
nected by the hinges 24 and 25 so as to al-
low their outer faces to fold in contact with
each other. The panel 238 is hinged to the
side B” by hinges 26 (one above and one
below) ; and the panel 22 is hinged to the
side 2’ by the hinges 27. Said h1ndes 26
and 27 are so located as to allow said panels
22 and 23 to swing inward as indicated 1n
Fig. 5.

Secured to and extending across the upper
portion of the back A is the strip or b1 acket
L to which is attached, by a pair of hinges
0, the shelf F' which is adapted to swing
down vertically, as in Fig. 4, or to be turned

5 horizontally, as in Fig. 2, in which latter

position it may be secured by a pair of hooks
G which are pivoted to the inner faces of
the sides 2 and 2’ and which hooks are
adapted to engage in screw eyes or the like
H which are secured in the surface of the
shelf ¥, only one of said hooks and one of
said eyes appearing in the drawings. Said
shelf ¥ is of such width as to extend out to
the doors, 6 and 7, when 1t is in horizontal
position.

Letter I denotes the bottom;, which is S at-
tached by a pair of hinges J to the inner
face of the back A, from which it may ex-
tend forward houzomally the same distance
as does the shelf I, and with which it cor
responds in lenoth or it may be turned up
vertically as shown in Fi 1gs. 4 and 5.

Letter X designates a stmp secured across
the inner face of the back A, below the

‘binges J, and forms a support for the rear

edge of the bottom I I, when it is in operative
position. The forward edge of the bottom
I 1s adapted ¢ uo rest on the stnp 3, as indi-
cated in Fig.

It is apparent that the members C and 1
extend out at their ends beyond the sides
and panels of the device. Secured to the
underside of the member C is the quarter-

“round member L whose length is the same as

the width of the member C, one face of said

second member, not shown,; which is identi-
cal in form with the member 1., is secured

to the underside of the opposite end portion .

of the member C and this is adapted to con-
tact with the side B. Corresponding with
said members L is a quarter-round member
M secured to the underside of the member 1,
extending to the rear edge thereof and
adapted to contact with the outer face of the
side 2; and a second meinber, like the mem-
ber M, is attached across the underside of the
opposlte end portion of the member 1 and
this is denoted by the letter N, and it is
adapted to contact with the side 2. Con-
necting the members M and N across the
front, and secured to the underside of the
member 1, is the quarter-round member P,
one side of which is adapted to contact with
the face of the member 5 and the forward
edges of the sides 2 and ‘)’

The letter Q denotes an inner catgh, for

connecting the door 6 to the member 5

The operation of my invention is quite
simple: Supposing the device to be in opera-
tive position, as m Fig. 1, and desiring to
reduce it to its minimum of compactness;—I
first turn back the cap 13, and then turn
back the member 1 to the position shown in
Iigs. 3 and 4. 1 next turn the bottom I back
against the side A, and then release the shelf
I and allow it to swing down, bringing these
parts to the position shown in Figs. 4 and 5.
The next operation is to double the panels
16-—17 and 22—23 inward, as in Iig. 5,
which, it is apparent, will bring the front
of the device toward the back, theleby re-
ducing the thickness of the device to such
extent that it may be more easily handled,
and causing it to occupy less space. It is
apparent that the device may be unfolded
by a reversal of said operations, and when
in operative position the several parts con-
tribute to holding the device in rigid condi-
tion; the shelf and the bottom pleventnw
the p‘mels from being turned inward, while
the said quarter- -round members plevent any
of the parts from moving outward farther
than they should.

Having now fully shown and described
the best manner for the construction of my
mvention to me known at this time, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

In a device of the character described, the
combination of a back section, a front sec-
tion, hinged panels loosely connecting the
two sections and admitting of the two sec-
tions being moved either Soward or away
from each other a strip carried by the front
section, a bottom hinged at its upper and
rear edge to the back Section so as to swing
up aoalnst the same when the two sections
are moved together, the forward edge of the
bottom 1est1n<r upon the before mentioned
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strip when the bottom is lowered, and the | In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
bottom then holding the two sections apart | scribed my name to this specification in the
in operative position with the panels dis- | presence of two subscribing witnesses.

tended, and an independent supporting strip ' ALBERT ULLOM.
secured to the back section under the bottom | ~ Witnesses: '
in position to support the rear edge of the Huxry EIkENBERRY,

bottom when the same is lowered. R. E. RanprLE,



