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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARK BODLEY, a sub-
jeet of the King of Great Britain, and a resi-
dent of Johannesburg, in the Colony of the
Transvaal, South Africa, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Tap-
pets, of which the following is a specifieation.

The only tappets at present in use on the
Witwatersrand and elsewhere are east in one
piece and slipped over the stem of the stamp,
to which they are secured by the usual ar-
rangementof gib and cotter. In praectice it is
found that the concussion resulting from the
constant impact of the shoes upon the ore
causes a swelling or distension of that part
of the stem which is embraced by the tappet
to take place, and in consequence of this
swelling it becomes extremely diffienlt and
sometimes impossible to remove the tappet
from a broken or useless stem. The diffi-
culty is also frequently enhanced by other
causes, such as the operator missing the cot-
ter and striking the stem with his hammer
when securing the tappet in position, thereby
causing the stem to bur. This defect in the
existing forms of tappet is therefore the di-
rect cause of much needless expense and loss
of time, and it is to remedy the same that the
present invention is specially designed.

My improved tappet is split or divided lon-
gitudinally and joined together by sumitable

hinges, so that the parts are capable of being |

asreadily removed by merely driving out the
cotter and withdrawing one of the hinge-pins
as the tappet is of being rapidly secured to
the stem of a stamp which is already in po-
sition. _
My invention will be more readily nnder-
stood by reference tothe accompanying draw-
ings, in which— }
Figure 1is an elevation of the tappet when
closed, showing the hinges or knuckle-joints
on both sides. Fig. 2 is another elevation

with knuckle-joint in front and apertures

through shoulder on left into which cotters
are inserted to force the gib and inner surface
of the tappet to grip the stem of the stamp.
Fig. 3 is a plan of the tappet. Fig. 4isa cross-
section through the same, showing one of the
cotters driven into position on the left; and
Fig. 5 is a plan of the tappet when open, hav-
ing one of the hinge-pins withdrawn for the
purpose.

A and B are respectively the two halves of
the tappet, joined together by hinges A’ and
B’, having inserted therein hinge-pins C
through the holes C'.

.D is the gib, placed in the recess D’,and E

Tepresents the cotters, driven into the side of

the tappet through the apertures E' to press
against the gib, and thus secure the tappet to
the stem of the stamp.

In operation the two halves of the tappet
arefirst joined together by means of one of
the hinge-joints. The gibisthen placedin po-
sition- in its recess, and the tappet is closed
around the stem of the stamp, when the re-
maining hinge-pin is driven in, thus firmly
uniting the.two parts. Finally, the cotters
are driven into the respective openings in-
tended to receive them. The stamp is then
ready for nse.

To separate and detach the parts the pro-
cedure is of course reversed.

I do not necessarily confine myself to the
use of hinged joints for which dovetails or
the like may obviously, though with less ad-
vantage, be substituted; but the joints re-
ferred to previously are those which will in
practice best answer my purpose.

Having now accurately and partietdlarly de-

seribed my said invention and the manner in
which the same is tobe performed, I declare
that what I claim is—
" 1. Atappeteomprising two membershinged
together at one side and having means for
connecting the edges at the opposite side, and
means for keying said tappet to a shaft, sub-
stantially as described.

2. A tappet comprising two membershinged
at one side and adapted to embrace a shaft,
the edges of said members on the opposite
side having overlapping portions provided
with alining openings, a fastening-rod pass-
ing through said openings, and suitable
means operating through an opening in the
side of one of said members for keying the
tappet to a shaft, substantially as described.

In witness whereof I have hereuntoset my
hand in presence of two witnesses.

MARK BODLEY.

Witnesses:
C. ADRIEN,
‘WM. D. GORDON.
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