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To all whom it may concern’

Be it known that I, Wrnranr Horze, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding in the city of St. Louis and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Photographers’
Trays, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification.

My invention relates to a photographer’s
tray for use in developing and fixing photo-
graphic plates or films, and also for use in
toning and fixing photographic prints, the
invention having for its object the produc-
tion of a tray that may be readily rocked in
order that in placing the photographic ob-
jects to be treated in one section of the tray
and the solution or treating agent in the
other section of the tray, a treating agent
may and will flow onto the photographic
object and return to the section in which it
is first placed. The tray, therefore, pro-
vides for the photographic object being sub-
jected to an even flow of treating agent
which is alternately transferred to the sec-
tion or compartment in which the photo-
graphic object is located and then returned
to the other section or compartment of the
tray.

Iigure I is a perspective view of my im-
proved rocking tray. Fig. IT is a longitu-
dinal section through the tray.

In the accompanying drawings:—1 des-
ignates the side walls and 2 and 8 the end
walls of my tray. The side walls ave of ap-
proximately L-shape, so that one end por-
tion of the tray, partially closed by the end
wall 2, lies in one plane, while the other end
portion of the tray, partially closed by the
end wall 3, occupies an angle relative to the
first mentioned end portion.

4 designates the bottom of the tray that
connects the several side and end walls and
the general contour of which is similar to
the shape of the side walls of the tray; or,
in other words, the bottom is of approxi-
mately L-shape in longitudinal section. At
the point where the two end sections of the
tray merge into each other, the bottom 4 is
of plane form at its upper saurface. The
upper surface of the bottom is provided in
each end portion or section of the tray with
corrugations 5 that extend transversely of
the tray, and interposed in the corrugations,
nearest the flat portion of the bottom at
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which the sections merge with each other are
plane surfaces 6 intermediate of the sides,
which merge into the previously mentioned
flat portion at the junction of the tray sec-
tions. Between the plane portion 6 and the
ends of the tray sections are corrugations
that extend transversely of and the full-
width of the tray, and are of service in per-
mitting of the photographic objects heing
readily engaged by a person’s fingers to lift
them.

The purpose of the plane surfaces 6 in the
tray, forming the subject matter of this ap-
plication is to permit of the photographic 7o
prints or plates treated in the tray lying
in such flat position upon a foundation as to
prevent the liquid in the tray from washing
under the face as it passes from the bottom
4 up over the end of the tray. The fact will 7
readily be appreciated that if the corruga-
tions at the bottom of the tray were con-
tinued where the portions 6 are located,
there would be opportunity for the liquid
washing under the plates or films and ‘ele-
vating them instead of flowing over their
tops as it must do to effect a complete cov-
ering of the plates or prints in the necessarv
flow thereover.

8 designates a partition, removably mount-
ed in the tray and provided with perfora-
tions 9. This partition is adapted to be
shifted and seated in paired oppositely ar-
ranged grooves 1* in the side walls of the
tray, so that it will be present either at the
lower end of one of the tray secticns, or at
the lower end of the other tray section to
serve as a stop for the photographic objects
laid in the section in which the partition is
present, to prevent movement of such ob-
jects into the other tray section, while per-
mitting flow of the liquid treating agent
through the partition first in one direction
and then in the opposite direction. The par-
tition is also provided at its bottom with
drain openings 10.

The two sections of my tray ave preferably
made of differing sizes in order that photo-
graphic objects of different sizes may be
treated in the sections to the best advantage.

In the practical use of my tray, a photo-
graphic object, such as a dry plate, to be
developed or fixed, or a print to be toned
and fixed, is placed in either section of the
tray and the solution or treating agent is
placed in the other section. When the par-
tition 8 is in the position shown in the draw-
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ings, the photographic object would be

placed in the section indicated by the letter

A, which extends upwardly, while the treat-

ing agent would be placed in the section B,
5 which would be preferably arranged hori-
zontally. The photographic object is pref-
erably so placed that 1t rests upon the plane
portion 6 of the bottom of the tray. Now,
when the tray is tilted, preferably on longi-
tudinal rockers 11 provided at the bottom
of the tray, (see I'ig. II), the solution Hows
from the section B through the partition 8
and into the section A, so that it flows over
the photographic object and reaches the

uter end of the section A. Then, as the

“tray is tilted in the opposite direction, a re-
verge flow of the solution talkes place and
it is caused to travel so that it will be de-
livered in an even manner to the photo-
graphic object and flow thereover with a
maximum efficiency of treatment of said
photographic object.

The tray herein described is preferably
made of a suitable composition such as that
commonly utilized in the manufacture of
photographers’ trays.

1 claim :—

1. A photographer’s rocking tray of ap-
proximately L-shape, having transverse cor-
rugations at its opposite ends, a central plane
part, a transverse partition having perfora-
tions and located at the central plane part,
and plane surfaces intermediate of the sides
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extending lengthwise of the tray
central plane part. : N o

2. A photographer’s rocking tray of ap-
proximately L-shape, having longitudinal
rockers and transverse corrugations at its
opposite ends, a central plane part, a trans-
verse partition having perforations and
located at the central plane part, and plane
surfaces intermediate of the sides extending
lengthwise of the tray from the central plane
part.

3. A photographer’s rocking tray of ap-
proximately L-shape, having transverse cor-
rugations at its opposite ends, a central
plane part, a transverse partition having
perforations and drain openings and located
at the central plane part, and plane surfaces

from the

intermediate of the sides extending length-

wise of the tray from the central plane part.
4. A photographer’s rocking tray of ap-
proximately L-shape having transverse cor-
rugations at its opposite ends, a central
plane part, paired oppositely arranged
grooves located at the central plane part,
a transverse partition having perforations
and shiftable from one pair of grooves to
the other pair of grooves, and plane surfaces
intermediate of the sides extending length-
wise of the tray from the central plane part.
WM. HOTZE.
In the presence of—
A. J. McCaurry,
E. B. Livw.
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