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To all whom it may concern:

_Be it known that I, HARRY S. FOLGER, a

citizen of the United States, residingat Spring-
field, in the county of Clark and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Stretehing and Drying Frames,
of which the following is a specification.
) My invention relates to a device for stretch-
ing woolen garments,and is particalarly adapt-
ed for stretching woolen shirts or under-gar-
ments of children while drying after being
laundered.

‘Woolen garments, as is well known, shrink
considerably when laundered. Especially is
this true of the small woolen under-garments of
infants or children. Tosuchan extentdoes this
shrinkage occur that the small woolen shirts
worn by infants and children after being laun-
dered several times become almost useless, as
the shrinkage is so great that the children
cannot wear them.

_The object of myinvention is to provide a
simple device of novel construction for stretch-
ing and drying garments of this character,the
said device being adjustable to adapt it to dif-
ferent size garments and to permit it to be
readily removed from the garment placed
thereon when desired.

My invention consists in the various con-
structions and combinations of parts herein-
after described and claimed.

In the aceompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a device embodying my in-
vention. Tig. 2 is a plan view showing the
parts separated and partly in section. Fig. 3
is a detail view of one of the corner holding-
clamps. Tig. 4 is a similar view of the oppo-
site side of said clamp. Fig. 5 is a sectional
view of the same.

The general eonstruction of my improved
device consists of the main frame A, having at
theupper corner clamping-pieces B B,to which
are secured arms CC. The main frame A is
made in two parts, A’ A’, preferably of steel,
irom, or brass wire of sufficient size to secure
the necessary stiffness. The parts A’ and A?

are preferably made of a U shape, adapted to
be connected together at the top and bottom
to form the rectangular frame A. The parts

are preferably held together by means of coup-
ling-pieces D, each provided with an opening,
a, adapted to receive the ends b b of the re-
spective pieces A’ and A% and a clamping-
screw, «, screw-threaded in said coupling B,

extending into the opening a, so as to bind-

against the respective parts b 5. The corner-
pieces are each provided on one side with a
groove shaped to fit the corner of the U-shaped
pieces forming the frame. In applying the
corner-pieces to the frame the groove ¢ is
slipped over the wire av the corner and is se-
cured therein by soldering or in any other
convenient and suitable manner. Extending
through the corner piece B in a plane above
the plane of the wires forming the frame A,
and parallel to the end pieces,b ,0f said frame,
is an opening -or sleeve, ¢/, and at right angles
thereto is a clamping screw, ¢, adapted to pro-
ject into said opening.

ThearmsC consist, preferably,ofasinglepiece
of brass, iron,or steel, having a degree of elas-
ticity or resilience, and bent, asshown,to form
a'V-shaped spring-arm. Inattaching the arms
Cto the frame A one end, d,of the said arm is
slipped through the sleeve ¢’ of the corner-
piece B, and clamped therein in any desired
position by the clamping-serew ¢*, the other
end, &, of the said arm remaining free, and
adapted by the resilience of the metal to be
moved to adjust the arm to different sizes, as
desired. )

The clamping-screw «’ of the coupling D is
preferably provided with an open head, o,
which will form a convenient point for sus-
pension of the frame when in use.

In using the frame the parts-A’and A*® are
adjusted to the proper size and the arm C
pushed through the sleeves ¢’ until only a
small portion remains projected. The shirt
or other garment as it comes from the laun-
dry-tubs is slipped over the frame A and the
arms C drawn through the arm portion of the
garment until the said arm portions are
stretehed to the proper degree. The arms C
are then secured in position by the clamping-
screw ¢?, and the frame suspended from the
serew o’ until the garment is dried. When
properly dried,the arms C may be withdrawn,
and by loosening the clamping - screws o’ the
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parts of the frame may be closed together, so
that the garment can be readlly removed there-
from.

By the construction above deseribed woolen
garments, especially small shirts used by in-
fants and children, may be readily dried with-
out shrinkage and the garments removed
therefrom when so dried.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

1. An adjustable drying and stretching
frame composed of two U-shaped pieces of re-
silient metal, connecting-couplers adapted to
slip over the ends of the respective pieces,and
a clamping-serew in each of said couplers for
holding said pieces in different positions of
adjustment, a ¥ -shaped spring-arm connected
to each of said UJ-shaped pieces, and means,
substantially as described, for holding smd.
arms in different positions of adj ustment, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. An adjustable drying and st1et(hmo
frame provided with corner - pieces havmo
longitudinal openings therein and adjustable
spring-arms adapted to be inserted in said
openings, substantially as specified.

3. The adjustable stretching - frame com-
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posed of the two U-shaped pieces, the free
ends of which are connected together by coup-
lings, as desecribed, the corner-pieces having
the longitudinal openings, a clamping-screw,
and the independent spring-arms adapted to
be secured to said corner-pieces and adjusted
therein, substantially as specified.

4. The adjustable stretching and drying
frame composed of the U-shaped pieces, the
free ends of which are connected together by
connecting-couplers, so as to be adjustable, as
deseribed, the corner-pieces grooved on one
side to receive the said wire,which is secured
therein, and provided on the other with an
opening to ‘receive one end of the V-shaped
spring-arm, means for holding said spring-
arms in different positions of adjustment in
said corner-pieces, and a suspension-ring on
said eonnecting-coupler,substantially as speci-
fied.

In testimony whereof I have herennto set my
hand this 14th day of April, A. D, 1888.

HARRY S. FOLGER.

Witnesses:
PAUL A.STALEY,
W. I. GROVE.
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