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1 Clalm

In ‘the bu1ld1ng of a Vessel, it is ‘customary to

hold: the bllge plates in ‘place by an mcllned
jack the body whereof has the best ava.1lab1e
support and foothold 3 shore or ‘prop bemg in-
terposed betweeh the bilge: plate and the end of

[

: the movable member of. the Jack, It frequently :
happens that the structure 1nc1ud1ng the ‘jack -

and the shore w1ll fold or break laterally at the

: B compnsmg a ' plate 1,

plaCe of engagement between the Tower end of ..

‘ the shore and the upper end of the movable part

10

of the Jack 1mury 1o operators and other evil i

consequences resultmg, espec1ally in view, of the
fact that; the ‘Wweight. of . the bilge plate may ‘be
's0-much as two or-three: tons. - Even though the
plate may ‘remain in place (being held by other
jacks), the failing jack and the corresponding
shore are ﬂung aside with a force approachmg
that of a projectile,

In view of the foregoing, the present inven-
tion aims; broadly speaking, ‘to.  provide novel

means for holding the jack and the shore in axial.

"-alinement, and-against folding; to supply an ade-
quate foothold for said means; and to permit

the jack and the shore to be swung upwardly.
and downwardly for vertical adjustment as one -

piece, it .being unnecessary for an operator to
give a divided attention to the position’ of the

.- Jack, and to the position of the shore relat1vely
to the jack and the bilge plate.

It is within ‘the province of the dlsclosure to-:

improve generally and. to enhance the utility of

devices of that type to Whlch the present inven-

= tion appertams
With ‘the ‘above and other objeets’ in view,
which. will' appear ‘as the.describtion proceeds,

the invention resides in the combination and ar<

rangement. of parts and in the details of ‘con-

struction hereinafter described “and “claimed, ‘it

‘being understood that changes in: the precise
emhodiment 'of the invention herein disclosed,
. may be made within the scope of what is claimed,
without departing from the spirit of the 1nven-
< tion.
In the accompanymg dramng ‘
. Fig, 1 shows inside elevation, a dewce con-
structed in accordance with the invention;

Fig. 2.is sn elevation wherein the device is.

- viewed at right angles to the showing of Fig. 1;

"Pig. 3 is-a transverse sect1on on the line 3—3

of Fig. 1;

“Fig. 4 is'a vertmal sectlon taken through the
support.

‘The adjustable prop fornnng the subject mat-

‘ter of this apphcatlon preferably is made of 55 operated by a handle 20,
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metal throughout asme from a shore S Whlch
may Or ‘may not be formed of metal
The pa.rt of the dev1ce to Wh1ch the reference ‘

: ered the forward part descrxptive terms bemg‘, -

selected accordm
The devme under_dlscussmn 1ncludes a base
‘having’ transverse ribs

2.:on its lower surface ‘The forward surfaces

"of the ribs 2 are marked by the reference nu-:

meral 3 and are at nght angles to the lower
surface of the plate {;:t0 the end that the xibs
may acqulre 2 ﬁrm hold on ‘the ground “The

plate’ I carries ‘& fixed, upstanding’ Iig 4 sup-fv ‘

plied in its upper su.rface w1th a transverse notch n
or seat 5. :
The - letter G marks an elongated trough—
shaped guide which, for lightness, and -conven-
ience in ‘manufacture, may comprise oppositely-
disposed angle members. 6, the base or rear

;- flanges. of which are spaced apart as shown at 7.

At their rear ends, and’ mtermedlate their ‘

. ends,  the: angle members 6 "of  the guide G
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are held together, and in spaced relation, by
U-shaped-yokes 8, which project forwardly be-
yond'the forwardly presented, side flanges of the

‘angle members. In the forward ends of the

yokes-8, headed pins 9 are mounted, and are
held in place by cotter pins 10.  The pins § may
have a rofary movement in the yokes 8, to facili-

~ tate:the longitudinal movement of the shore S,
. hereinafter mentioned, :
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- At their lower ends, the forwazdly presentel »
flanges ‘of the gmde Gare broadened, as shown
at 19 in ‘Fig. 1, and are connected by a foot

o, havmg ears 12, located on opposite sides of-
A pivet pin 14 .
or:the like is mounted in the ears 12 and has -

the lug 4 of the base plate 1.

rocklng movement in the seat 5 of the lug 4.
A partition (5, spaced from the foot i,
welded: atb 21, or secured otherwise, in the con—

- stituent members 8 of the gulde G and projects
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. bers:

forwardly beyond the side flanges of those mem-
In the forward edge of the part1t10n 15,
a.notchor opemng 16.is formed. ‘
The shore S is "received for longltudlnal ad—
Justment in the guide G, to the rear of the ping :
9, and finds an abubtment against the partition -
19, at the lower end of the shore.-'The height of
the side ﬁanges of ‘the angle members 6 is less
than the correspondlng dimensions: of the shore

8

The nume1 al 18 marks a jack, of any des1red
construction, the “jack being shown as being
although the particular
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opera,tmg means fox the jack is of no conse-
quence. The lower end of the jack rests against
the foot i of the guide G, and the movable
member of the jack extends through the notch
{6 in the partition 5 of the guide G, the mov-
able member of the jack engaging the lower
surface of the shore 8. The partition 15 and the
foot. 11 form a jack-receiving chamber of fixed
length.  The broadening of the side walls of
the guide G shown at (9, aids in holding the
jack removable in place within the guide.: The
upper or rear end of the shore S engages the

‘bilge plate IT of a vessel, to hold the bilge plate

in place.

The ribs 2 on the base plate f get a good hold 15
on the ground. By operating the jack 18, the
shore S is advanced with respect to the: bilge

plate 11, the shore moving away from the: abut-

ment or partition 15, under the actuatlon of the _

movable member of the jack 18.

_The shore S is so confined within the guide
G and associated parts that the structure can-
not buckle or bréak transversely, with the ufi-
_satlsfactory result pomted ‘out in the fore part
of thi§ specification.’ The partition 19 extends
beyond the frée, longitudinal édges of the angle
members. 6, to form a shore-stop of appioximate-
Iy the same area as the lovver end surface -of
the shore S. ..~

Wh11e the shore S is in the position shown .in
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F1g 1, m “contact with the abutment of partition

{5, ‘the base plate’ ! may be advanced to the
rlght in Fig. 1, until contact between the shore
,S a.nd the bllge plate I'l 1s acqulred and then

the necessary pressure can be put on the shore,
by operating the jack {8.

The partition 15 stops the approach of the
shore S toward the foot #1 of the guide G, and,:
therefore, there is always room enough so that
the jack 18 may be slid into place within the’
guide, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Having thus  described the invention, What
is claimed is:

In an adjustable prop, a trough-shaped gulde '
including . oppositely- d1sposed angle members,
each comprising a base flange and a side flange,

the inner edges of the base flanges being spaced
‘apart, a shore longitudinally adjustable in the

angle members, the height of the side flanges
being- less than the corrésponding dimensions
of the shore, a. foot forming a.connection be-

ween the angle members at their lower ends,

a partition spaced from the foof and forming
2 connection between the ‘angle members and-
cooperating: with. the foot to define a jack-re-
celving- chamber of fixed length fhe partmon
having an openmg ‘through which the movable
member of a jack may work against the lowet

- end surface of the shore, the partition extend-

ing beyond- the free, longitudinal edges: of the

side flanges, to.form a. shore-stop of approxi-
‘mately. the same area as. the lower end surface

of the shore, and a yoke forming a connection
between the angle members, in spaced relation
to the partition, the yoke. engaging the shore
to retain it in the guide, for long1tud1na1 ad-"
Justment R
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