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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Marion GoLp, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Traps for Catching and Electrocuting Rats
or other Rodents, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had there-
in to the accompanying drawing. -

My invention relates to improvements in
traps for catching and electrocuting rats or
other rodents.

The objects of my invention are to pro-
vide a device of this character in which'the
rodent is automatically dropped onto the
electrodes of a normally broken circuit and

_Easses out of contact from such electrodes

its weight, such passage resetting the
electrodes ready for the next rodent; to pro-
vide a device of this.character in which a
plurality of entrances are J)rovided and
each of which is adapted to deposit the ro-
dent onto an electrocuting device common
to all entrances and which will automati-
cally discharge the rodents ‘therefrom and
pass into position ready for the succeeding
rodent; to provide a device of this character
in which the catching and electrocuting por-
tion of the apparatus is bodily removable
from a receptacle for the electrocuted ro-
dents, the latter having means for closing
the receptacle at will and permitting the
removal therefrom without disturbing the
elements or .electrical connections o% the
catching and electrocuting portion with re-

. spect to each other.
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“Other and further objects are to provide
a device which is simple and efficient in op-
eration, durdble in construction, which is not
lable to get out of order and which can be
operated at a minimum expense.

“To these and other ends, the nature of
which will be readily understood as the in-
vention is hereinafter disclosed, my inven-
tion consists in the improved construction

and combination of parts hereinafter fully |

described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar reference characters indicate similar
parts in each of the views—Figure 1 is a

vertical longitudinal sectional view taken

Speocification of I.etteri' Patent.
Application filed Augusti30, 1911

at 10,

Patented Dec. 19, 1911,
géerial No. 646,879, : '

on the line 1—1 of Fig. 8, with parts shown
in side elevation and showing the preferred
embodiment of my invention. Fig.'2 is a
horizontal sectional view of the same taken
on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a ver-
tical transverse sectional view taken on the
line 3—38 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a face view
of one of the supports of the rotatable elec-
trode, showing various positions of the lat-
ter in use. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective
view of parts shown in Fig. 4.
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The present invention embodies mainli; _

three parts, viz., that portion within whic
the rodent enters and which contains the
bait; the portion containing the electrocut-
ing elements in the form o electrodes, and
the receptacle within which the electrocuted
rodents pass, these parts being located one
above the other so that the weight of the ro-
dent practically carries him from the enter-
ing portion through the electrocuting part
into the receptacle. Of these parts, the first
and second may be formed as a_ unitary
structure or separable, the third, however,
being in the form of a receptacle, indicated
having a lid 11 preferably slidable to
open and close the receptacle, and having
means for attachment to the first two parts,
such as ears 12, and means for moving the
receptacle about, as, for instance, handles 13.

The first and second portions are arranged
to be seated on the top of the receptacle 10,
having complemental ears 14 adapted to re-
ceive securing devices 15, by means of which
the receptacle and the other portions are
movably secured together, it being under-
stood that the particular manner in which
the sécuring means is provided is imma-
terial, the essential being that the parts
above the receptacle may be removably se-
cured thereto in fixed position and capable
of removal to permit the receptacle to be
emEied of its contents.
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above pointed out, the first and second

portions may have their casings in the form
of a unitary structure or be separate and se-
cured together in suitable manner, the
drawings showing these parts as unitary.
The - upper portion of the casing has its
opposite ends provided with openings 16
which form the entrance for the rodents,
said openings being positioned at a suitable
point, either on approximately the level of
the floor or other surface (in which case
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the portion below the entrance will be
housed below the floor level), or the open-
ings may be positioned above the floor level
and suitable run-ways, indicated diagram-
matically at 17, provided for the passage of
the rodent to the entrance. At a suitable
point intermediate the ends of the casing, 1
provide a division of suitable type, sncli as
a mirror 18, above which I pre erably ar-
range the bait chamber 19 having a remov-
able lid 20, the chamber 19 being exposed to
the opposite sides of the division member
18 through suitable openings 21. The space
on the opposite sides of the division me .-
ber 18 may be termed the entranée cham-
bers, the floors of which comprise the fixed
portions 22 and the tiltinﬁ portions 23, the
latter being pivoted to the under face of
the fixed portions and normally retained in
position by means of suitable weights 24,
the latter being insufficient to retain the
platform formed by the tilting portion 23
against tilting whenever a rodent passes
onto this portion.

For the purpose of preventing the rodent
from returning when the platform is mov-
ing, I preferably provide each entrance
chamber with a swinging door 25 which has
one end connected to the weight support in
such manner that upon tilting of the plat-
form 23, the door 25 will be moved down-
ward to the position shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 1, practically preventing the rodent
from passing out of the chamber after it
has reached the platform 23.

The platforirs 23 are adapted to operate
between walls 26 extending longitudinally
of the casing, said walls practically forming
a channel or passage-way through which the
rodent is required to pass after the platform
begins its movement. This channel or pas-
sage-way is located directly above two rota-
table members each of which forms an elec-
trode, and each of which is preferably posi-
tioned so as to have the fingers of the elec-
trodes (presently described) which extend
vertically, in substantial vertical alinement
with the walls 26, so that the channel or
passage-way is practically continuous
through the electrode mechanism.

Each electrode is in the form of a shaft
27 having a plurality of fingers 28 extend-
ing substantially at right angles to each
other, the ends of the shaft being mounted
in_bearings, one of which is in the form of
a block 29 to which one of the circuit con-
nections, indicated as 30, is led, said connec-
tion leading the circuit to a spring member
31 which is adapted to contact with a suit:
able member, such as a block 32 carried by
the shaft 27, the block 32 forming the means
for carrying the current from the circuit
connection 30 to the fingers 28 which form
the specific electrodes, the shaft, fingers and
block being of suitable conductive material

~ably of insulating

1,012,351

so as to provide for eflicient servica, it be-
ing understood that the block 29 is prefer-
material. The block 32 is
preferably of angular shape and preferably
has its corners rounded, this construction
providing for a normal pesitioning of the
shaft so as o have one set of fingers extend-
ing horizontally dirvectly in the path formed

“by the channel between the platforms an.l

the receptacle, the adjacent fingers extend-
ing vertically "and, as heretofore pointed
out, practically forming a continuation of
the walls 26.  The opposite end" of each
shaft is mounted in a suitable bearing 33.

The two shafts are positioned spaced-
apart so that the horizontally extending
fingers of one shaft will extend between the
horizontal fingers of the adjacent shaft, as
shown, for instance, in Fig. 2, the position
of the fingers being preferably such that the
horizontal fingers of one shaft will be op-
posed by the vertical fingers of the adjacent
shaft; it will be understood, however, that
this is not absolutely essential, any pre-
ferred arrangement which will provide for
the operation of the electrodes in the man-
ner to be described, being within the pur-
view of my invention. ’

The source of electrical supply, indicated
conventionally by the battery 34, is con-
nected up to the blocks 29 so that the cir-
cuit is normally broken, there being no point
in the operation of the electrodes at which
they may come in physical contact so as to
complete the circuit. ~When a rodent is de-
posited by either platform 23 and passes
through the channels provided by the walls
26, it falls onto the horizontally extending
fingers which project toward each other, and
closes the circuit between the two elec-
trodes,—which results in the electrocution
of the rodent. Inasmuch, however, as the
pasition of the fingers is- maintained. only
through the pressure of the contact. member,
or spring 31 on the flat face of the block 32,
which pressure is insufficient to overcome
the weight of the rodent, the latter will
cause both shafts to be rotated on their axes
and permit the rodent to be dropped out be-
tween them, this movement carrying the
block 32 around sufficiently to have the con-
tact fingers or spring 81 pass beyond the
rounded corner, whereupon the pressure of
the spring will
in the same direction to place the next set
of fingers in position ready for the recep-
tion of the rodent, the electrocuted rodent
dropping into the receptacle, the lid of
which, when the apparatus is in operative
position, remaining open.

By this construction it will be readily un-
derstood that the weight of the rodent forms
the actuating means by which it is delivered
to and discharged from' the electrocuting
device provided by the rotatable electrodes,
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-practically limiting the period of time dur-

ing which the rodent may remain in posi-
tion to close the circuit and, therefore, econ-
omizing in the amount of current employed ;
furthermore, the trap is substantially in
ever-set condition, ready for the entrance
and electrocution of the rodent, while the
electrocuted rodents are automatically de-
posited in a receptacle from which they may
be readily removed by simply disconnecting
the casing containing the electrocuting de-
vices from the receptacle, this removal not
affecting the electrical connections in any
manner. In addition, the particular con-
struction is such that there is no require-
ment of expensive mechanism for the pur-
pose of bringing the rodent into the electro-

-cuting structure nor for removing it there-

from. : .

The showing of the source of electrical
supply is simply diagrammatic, it being un-
derstood that any suitable source may be
employed for the purpose, such, for instance,
as the ordinary lighting circuits, etc., and
it will also be understood that, while the
particular way in which I carry the current
to the electrodes and for positioning the
electrodes in their proper relationship is
that preferred by me, it will be readily un-
derstood that variations and modifications
therein, as well as in other portions of the
mechanism, may be found desirable or nec-
essary in use, and I desire it to be under-
stood that I reserve the right to make all
such changes and modifications as may be
found desirable or necessary, in-so-far as
they may fall within the spirit and scope of
the invention as expressed in the accom-
panying claims. -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is:— '

1. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of mov-

able electrodes in a normally broken circuit,

and a passaﬁe-way leading to said elec-
trodes, said electrodes being movable under
the weight of the rodent-to deposit the lat-
ter in the receptacle after electrocution.

2. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of rota-
table electrodes above said receptacle and
forming a part of a normally broken circuit,
said electrode being normally restrained

" against movement, and movable under the
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weight of a rodent to deposit the latter

‘within the receptacle, and a passage-wa

leading to said electrodes, a portion of eac
electrode forming substantially a continua-
tion of the walls of the passage-way.

3. In trap, a receptacle, a pair of spaced-
apart electrodes forming part of a normally
broken circuit, each electrode having a plu-
rality of fingers extending angularly to each
other, means being provided for normally

retaining the electrodes in position where .

fingers of the two electrodes will extend in
substantially the same plane, and = passage-

way leading to the space between said elec-
trodes.

4. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of spaced-
apart electrodes forming terminals of a nor-
mally broken circuit, ‘each electrode having 70
a pluralitg of fingers extending angularly
to each other, means for normally retaining
the electrodes in position where fingers of
the two electrodes will project toward each
other from the axis of rotation in substan- 75

tially the same plane, and a passageway -

leading to the space between said electrodes,
the projecting fingers forming a temporary
bottom for said passageway, the weight of
a rodent on saidp fingers causing the elec- 80
trodes to rotate in opposite directions to
deposit the rodent in Lﬁe.receptacle.

5. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of spaced-
apart electrodes forming part of a normally
broken circuit, each electrode having sets of 85
alining fingers, each set extending angu-
larly to each other, means being provided. -
for normally retaining the electrodes in po-
sition where fingers of the two electrodes
will extend in substantially the same plane, 90
and a’ passage leading to the space between
said electrodes, said alined fingers tempo-
rarily forming the bottom of the passage-
way. ‘

6. In a trap, a receptacle, an electrocuting 95
device comprising a plurality of rotatable
electrodes in normally broken circuit, and
an entrance chamber above said-device, said
chamber having a tiltable bottom or plat-

form adapted to deposit the rodent on said 100

device in position whereby. its weight will °
cause the electrodes to rotate and discharge
the rodent into the receptacle.

7. In a trap, a receptacle, an electrocuting
device comprising a
electrodes in normally broken circuit, and an
entrance chamber above said device, said
chamber having a tiltable bottom or plat-
form adapted to deposit the rodent on said

device in position whereby its weight will 11@

cause the electrodes to rotate and discharge
the rodent into the receptacle, said chamber

‘also having & member adapted to close the

return path, said member being operated by

movements of the tilting bottom  or plai- 118

form. S

8. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of rota-
table electrodes positioned above the recep-
tacle and adapted to form terminals of a

broken circuit, and a vertical passageway 130

above and leading to said electrodes and
adapted to position a rodent on the elec-
trodpes to complete the circuit through the
body of the rodent, said electrodes being

normally held in relatively fixed position 138

and rotatable under the weight of the rodent
thereon. ) :

9. In a trap, a receptacle, a pair of rota-
table elect\rocfes above said receptacle and

forming terminals of a normally broken cir- 190

lurality of rotatable 108
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cuit,said electrodes being normally restrained In testimony whereof I affix my signature
against x?ovefment 3nd beinf movable 1lmder in the presence of two witnesses.

the weight of a rodent to deposit the latter

within the receptacle, and appassageway to MARION GOLD.
said electrodes for positively directing the Witnesses:
rodent to a position where its weight will EnceLert T. RoMEDER,
operate the electrodes. ALFRED VERZYZANOWSKY.



