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To all whom it nvoy conce77. it is designed to use the device as a hanging 
Be it known that I, ALBERTA. ALLEN, a rack. To near the upper ends of the rear cor 

citizen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Coudersport, in the county of Potter and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in a Combined 
Display, Book, and Music Rack; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and to letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
that class of furniture known as folding 
shelves, the object of the same being to pro 
vide an article of furniture which can be used 
as a display-rack, book shelf, music holder, 
and for other purposes; and it consists in pro 
viding four posts with shelves each having 
ledges at the sides and front edge, the ledges 
on the sides serving to connect each pair of 
posts to each other, the rear post of each pair 
having a bar pivoted thereto said bars being 
adapted to serve either as legs for the sup. 
port of the device when used as a display rack 
or flower stand or connect the posts to each 
other so that the shelves can be held in dif 
ferent positions. - 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per 
Spective view showing my invention applied 
as a display rack or flower stand. Fig. 2 is a 
perspective view showing the device arranged 
So that the shelves will be held in a horizon 
tal position one above the other. Fig. 3 is a 
side elevation showing the device arranged 
as a music rack; and Fig. 4 is a sectional view 
showing the parts folded. 

A. A designate a series of boards or shelves 
which are each provided at its front edge with 
a strip or ledge a, and at its side edges with 
Strips or ledges a? of the same height. 

B B designate corner-posts which are piv 
otally connected to the ledges a? of the shelves 
by means of bolts or screws b, and the upper 
ends of these posts are provided with eyes b' 
to which suspending cords are secured when 
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ner posts are pivoted bars C C the ends of 
which are provided with notches c adapted 
to engage with projecting pins band b car 
ried by the front corner.posts as shown. 
An article of furniture constructed as here 

inbefore described is cheap and convenient 
and can be arranged so as to form several dif 
erent styles of racks, and when not in use can 
be folded to occupy but little space. When 
the device is arranged as shown in Fig. 1 it 
is convenient for displaying goods in show 
Windows, and the goods can be placed in po 
sition upon the shelves from the rear. When 
arranged as shown in Fig. 2 it will form a con 
venient book - rack, and when the posts to 
which the bars C are pivoted are placed 
against a wall the ledges a will be in front 
and the shelves provide convenient recepta 
cles. When it is desired to use the device as 
a music-rack it can be arranged as shown in 
Fig. 3, the sheet - music resting upon the 
shelves and against the ledges a. s 

I am aware that prior to my invention it 
has been proposed to provide folding shelves 
in which the shelves are pivotally connected 
to uprights and provided with a bar pivoted 
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to one of the uprights for engagement with 
another to hold the shelves in a horizontal 
position, and I do not therefore claim such 
construction as my invention, but 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. A display rack or stand consisting of four 

corner posts supporting shelves which con 
nect the posts to each other, the front posts 
having pins or studs projecting from their 
outer sides and the rear posts having near 
their upper ends pins which project from the 
outer sides of said posts, and bars C pivoted 
upon the pins carried by the rear posts and 
provided with a notch c for engagement with 
the pins on the front posts, substantially as 
shown, whereby the shelves can be supported 
by the posts so that they will be in a horizon 
tal position one above the other or in an in 
clined position, the bars C serving to lock the 
corner posts when in such position, said bars 
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also serving as legs to support the whole die- from the other posts, and eyes b' secured to Io 
vice in an inclined position, for the purposes the upper ends of the posts, substantially as 
set forth. shown and for the purpose set forth. 

2. An article of furniture consisting of In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
5 shelves having front and side ledges, posts in presence of two witnesses. 

or supports pivoted to the side ledges of the ALBERT A. ALTLEN. 
shelves, bars C pivoted to the rear posts and Witnesses: 
provided at their outer ends with a notch for W. E. OLMSTED, 
engagement with pins band b which project O. E. ALLEN. 


