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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatT, JOEN PEARD, of Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York,haveinvented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Writing-Desks, which improvement
is fully set forth in the following specification,
reference being had totheaccompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figurel shows a desk, in perspective view,
embodying my invention, the blackboard be-
ing set to a position foruse. Fig. 2is a cross-
section of the same. Tig. 3 is a like section
thereof, showing the blackboard set back, to-
gether with the desk-top, to lay bare the inte-
rior of the desk-body. Tig. 4 shows the black-
board lowered and stowed away in the desk-
body. Fig. 5 is a section taken in the plane
of the line x @, Fig. 2.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

My invention consists in the combination,
with a desk having on its interior opposite
sides longitudinal ledges and a hinged lid
which wholly covers the open top portion of
the desk, of a blackboard pivoted at or near
the front end of the hinged lid and capable of
swinging outward andresting upon the longi-
tndinal ledges when the lid is raised for use,
but also in a lower position. 1 further attach
to either or both ledges a guiderail, and at-
tach to the blackboard a hook-arm for engage-
ment therewith, while I form a cavity at or
near the forward end of the guide-rail to catch
the hook-arm, and thus act as a stop for check-
ing and retaining the blackboard in a position
for use, the guide-rail being, moreover, so ar-
ranged on its rear part relatively to the hook-

-arm as to check both the blackboard and the

desk-lid whenever they are set back for the
purposeof laying bare theinterior of thie desk-
body.

In the drawings, the letter A designates the
desk-lid; B, the blackboard, and C the desk-
body. The desk-lid A is hinged to the body
C, on its rear edge, as at d, and both the lid
and the body are of the usunal character.

By the term ¢ blackboard” is meant the ar-
ticle used in schoolgand elsewherefor frequent
writing anderasure, whether the samebe made
of slate, wood, or other material,

The blackboard B is hinged to the inner or
under side of the desl-lid A at or near thefor-

ward or free edge of the latter, as at ¢, and
when the desk-lid is lowered the blackboard
folds orshutsup within the desk-body, asshown
in Fig. 4. When the desk-lid is lifted up the
blackboard rises therewith, and may be readily
set to an inclined position convenient or ap-
propriate for writing purposes.

The letter I designates ledges secured to
the opposite sides of the desk-body C,on the
interior of the body. Theseledges are sunken
a sufficient distance below the top edge of the
desk-body C, so that the blackboard B may
rest therenpon when the desk-lid A is lowered,
as seen in Ifig. 4, and in this manner the in-
terior of the desk-body is left free, and when
the desk-lid is lifted the ledges form a rest or
bearing for the free edge of the blackboard.

The letter G designates a guide-railattached
to either or both ledges F. This rail consists
of a strip of metal of angular cross-section, as
shown in Fig, 5, and its horizontal portion or
rail proper is flush, or nearly so, with the top
of the ledges F.

The letter H designates an arm, of hook-
shape, attached to the blackboard B in a suita-
ble manner to engage the guniderail G. By
the engagement of the hook-arm H with the
guiderail G the blackboard B is caused to re-
main on and in contact with the ledges T as
it is set back and forth, and the disconnection
thereof from the desk-body is prevented.

At or near the forward end of the guide-rail
G is acavity 4, and when,in the forward move-
ment of the blackboard B, the hook-arm H
reaches this cavity, it sinks therein, whereby
the blackboard is cheeked and held in a fixed
position, which is the position appropriate to
to the use of the blackboard. The cavity?ex-
tends also across the ledge or ledges carrying
the guide-rail G. The gnide-rail Gisextended
in the direction of the back of the deska suf-
ficient distance that the hook-arm H remains
in engagement therewith when theblackboard
B is set back, together with the desk-lid A,
beyond the perpendicalar, to lay open the in-
terior of the desk-body C, as shown in Fig. 3.
By this arrangement the adjustment of the
blackboard and the desk-lid in a back direc-
tion is limited, which relieves the hinge-joints
4 of strain. The rear end of the guide-rail G

is curved, as at j, coneentrie to the axis of the
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hinge-joints d, to provide a path for the hook-
arm H in lowering the blackboard with the
desk-top. In the forward part of the desk-
body C, I fasten a chalk or crayon holder, K.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a desk baving on
its interior opposite sides longitudinal ledges
and a hinged 1id which wholly covers the open
top portion of the desk, of a blackboard piv-
oted at or near the front edge of the hinged
1id and capableof swinging outward and rest-
ing upon the longitudinal ledges when thelid
is raised, substantially as described. -

2. The combination of a hinged desk-lid, a

blackboard hinged to the under side of such |

1id at or near the free edge thereof, a desk-
body constructed with inner side ledgesforsus-
taining the blackboard, a guide-rail attached
to either or both ledges, a hook-arm attached
to the blackboard for engaging the guide-rail,
and a cavity at or near the forward end of the

guide-rail constituting a stop for checking and
retaining the blackboard in a position for use,
substantially as shown and described.

3. The combination of a hinged desk-lid, a
blackboard hinged to the inner side of such
1id at or near the free edge thereof, a desk-
body constructed with inner side ledges for
sustaining the blackboard, and a guide-rail at-
tached to either or both ledges, arranged sub-
stantially as described relatively to a hook-
arm attached to the blackboard for engage-
ment with the guide-rail, so as to check both
the blackboard and the desk-top whenever
they are set back for the purpose of laying
bare the interior of the desk-body, as set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 13th
day of January, 1880,

JOHN PEARD. |[L.s.]
‘Witnesses : '
'W. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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