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ABSTRACT: A substantially U-shaped holder is adapted to
receive the butt end of a woodsman'’s ax, commonly known as
*“hog ax™" and is provided with means for supporting the holder
in position with the ax therein during the sharpening opera-
tion. .
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HOLDER FOR SHARPENING HOG AXES
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is the common practice to hold an ax between the knees
while filing it or otherwise sharpening it, and it is extremely
difficult to hold the ax steady during the sharpening operation.
It is well know, of course, that axes used by woodsmen must be
kept very sharp and accordingly it is necessary frequently to
sharpen the ax which is an awkward operation as stated.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention comprises a U-shaped upwardly opening
socket or holder to receive the butt or flat end of a hog ax, that
is, the end commonly used as a hammer. The ax so arranged in
the holder will have its cutting edge extending upwardly
beyond the holder to be accessible for sharpening. The bottom
of the holder is provided with a vertical projection acting as a
support for the holder, and this projection is in the form of an
integral spike adapted to be driven into a fallen log before the
ax is inserted, to rigidly support the holder in position during
the sharpening operation. One end of the holder is provided
with a transverse wall against which the ax is arranged, and
one wall of the holder is provided with a threaded opening to
receive a setscrew which is tightened against the ax to fix it in
position. The end wall renders it unnecessary to use but one
setscrew, the base of the holder and the end wall together with
the setscrew rigidly holding the ax in proper position for shar-
pening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the device, a portion being
shown in section, a fallen supporting log and the ax being
shown in position in dotted lines;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the device, the ax being shown in
dotted lines; and

FIG. 3is an end elevation of the same.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The body of the device is indicated as a whole by the nu-
meral 10 and is formed preferably of steel and of U-shaped up-
wardly opening cross section, having sidewalls 12 and a base
14. A hog ax 16 is shown in position in the device, this ax hav-
ing an upper cutting edge 18 and a lower or butt end 20
adapted to be used as a hammer. The ax, of course, is provided
with the usual handle 22.

The bottom of the device is provided with a depending in-
tegral supporting element 24, preferably in the form of a spike
having a sharpened lower end 26 adapted to be driven
downwardly into position in any supporting body such as a fal-
len log 28 in woods where the work is being done. One end of
the body 10 is provided with a transverse wall 30 against
which one end of the ax is abutted as shown in FIG. 1. Thus
the ax contacts with the end wall and the base 14 to be held
rigidly in position during the sharpening operation.

One sidewall 12 is provided with a threaded opening 32 to
receive a setscrew 34, the inner end of which is adapted to en-
gage against the side of the ax as shown in FIG. 2 to clamp it
into position during the sharpening operation. A nut 36 is
preferably welded against the sidewall 12 having the opening
32 therein to form a longer threaded opening to rigidly sup-
port the nut 34.
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2
OPERATION

When it is desired to sharpen an ax; the device 10 is placed
in position with the spike end downwardly over a log 28 which
may be found in the woods. The butt end of the ax may be
used to drive the device downwardly so that the spike 24 en-
ters the log 28 as shown in FIG. 1. This placing of the device
anchors it rigidly in position for the following sharpening

operation.
The butt end of the ax is then placed.in the holder 10 as

shown in the drawing, the hammer end 20 resting on the base
14 and the right hand end of the ax, as viewed in FIG. 1, being
seated against the wall 30. A wrench is then applied to the set-
screw 34 to tighten it against the ax, and the latter will thereby
be held in rigid position in the holder. Since the ax seats solidly
against the bottom wall 14 and against the end wall 30, a single
setscrew 34 will serve to rigidly fix the ax in position, it being
impossible for it to move in any direction. The sharpening
operation then may be carried out by filing the sides of the
edge 18 to provide the usual very sharp edge required in
cutting logs in the woods. The holder 10 may be left in posi-
tion as shown in FIG. 1 for subsequent operations until the
day’s work is done, whereupon the holder may be tapped back
and forth to loosen it from the log and remove it.

As stated, it is common practice for a woodsman to support
an ax by clamping it between his knees while using a file or
other sharpening implement to sharpen the edge of the ax. It is
quite impossible to hold the ax in rigid position for the shar-
pening operation in this manner. Some woodsmen lay the ax
flat on one knee while holding it with one hand and sharpening
it with the other. This is an equally awkward operation, it
being impossible with either conventional method of sharpen-
ing an ax to hold it rigidly in position against movement. The
present device is simple and easy to use and serves to rigidly
support the ax so that the sharpening operation may take
place by using both hands to hold and guide the file.

From the foregoing it will now be seen that there is herein
provided an improved Holder for Sharpening Hog Axes which
accomplishes all of the objects of this invention and others, in-
cluding many advantages of great practical utility and com-
mercial importance.

As various embodiments may be made of this inventive con-
cept, and as many modifications may be made in the embodi-
ment hereinbefore shown and described, it is to be understood
that all matter herein is to be interpreted merely as illustrative,
and not in a limiting sense.

1 claim:

1. A holder for sharpening an ax comprising a body of up-
wardly opening U-shape having a single base portion and
sidewalls extending upwardly from each side thereof and
between which sidewalls the lower part of an ax is adapted to
be arranged with the butt end of the ax in slidable engagement
with said base and with the cutting edge of the ax projecting
upwardly beyond the holder, only one end of the holder hav-
ing a transverse wall against which one end of the ax is
adapted to be arranged, one of said sidewalls having a.
threaded opening, a setscrew threaded in said opening and
having its inner end engaged with the ax to hold it rigidly in
position without sliding relative to said base, and a straight sin-
gle pointed spike secured to the bottom of said base and ex-
tending downward transversely therefrom allowing the shar-
pener to simultaneously rigidly secure said holder and the ax
with one swing of the ax by means of said spike after said
screw has been tightened against the ax.
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