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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Sopuia C. Crorp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Escatawpa, in the county of Jackson and
State of Mississippi, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Elevator-
Trucks, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to elevator trucks.

My object is to provide a device of this
character suitable for easily and conven-
iently loading upon wagons, heavy packages
such” as large boxes of dry goods, bales of
cotton, barrels of oil, vinegar, etc.

Amnother object is to provide a device of
this character which will handle barrels of
oil, molasses, vinegar, etc., so easily that
they may be elevated upon it every time it
is desired to draw their contents from them,
either in large or small quantities, and may
again be ended up on the floor,—faucet up—
thereby preventing leakage or waste at the
faucet, and dispensing with the necessity of
a barrel stand.

Other objects will appear in the subjoined
description.

The invention consists in certain novel
parts and combinations as will be herein-
after pointed out and claimed.

An important feature of my truck is an
auxiliary frame upon which the main frame
is supported. This auxiliary frame has a
flat bottom adapted to rest in flat engage-
ment with the floor when the truck is used
to form an elevated support for barrels or
other packages, and is also provided with
wheels adapted to be brought into engage-
ment with the floor, for the device to roll
upon when it is desired to use it as an or-
dinary truck.

Referring to the accompanying drawings;
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device
looking at it from the rear. Fig.2isa frag-
mentary perspective of the right-hand floor
sill of the auxiliary frame showing one of
the hooks which serve to connect the front
end of the auxiliary frame to the main
frame. ig. 3 is a side elevation of my de-
vice when used as an ordinary truck. Fig.
4 shows the device supporting an oil drum
from which a portion of the oil is being
drawn off into a canj; and Fig. 5 shows a
slightly modified form of angular standard
for the auxiliary frame.

A, indicates the main frame of my device,
and B, the auxiliary frame. The frame A

has the right and left handle bars 1, held
together by the cross plates 2, 8, and 4, and
the nose piece 5, which latter has two rear-
wardly extending parallel sections 5* which
lie on top of the handle bars 1 to form
wear-plates for the same. The cross plates
2, 3, and 4 are suitably curved downwardly
to conform somewhat to the curvature of an
ordinary barrel. The upper one 2, of these
plates is broader than the others and has a
rigid bolt 6; and mounted on this bolt on the
under side of the plate is the chine hook 7
provided with a slot 7* into which said bolt
is loosely received to adapt the chine hook
to move back and forth to engage barrels
of different lengths. At the extremity of its
hooked end the chine hook ig provided with
a small, sharp inturned edge or hook 7°
adapted to engage the projecting rim of a
barrel close up against the head right at the
croze. The auxiliary frame B of my de-
vice is formed of the two floor sills 8 and 9
connected together by the front and rear
cross bars 10 and 11 respectively, the bar 10
being let into the top side of the two sills,
and the bar 11 being let into their under side
flush with the face thereof.

The axle 12 is secured at the rear end of
the auxiliary frame on the top side thereof,
and the wheels 18 are suitably mounted on
this axle. These wheels are not of sufli-
cient diameter to extend quite to the floor
when the frame is in the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 4. The sills 8 and 9 at_their
rear ends are inclined upwardly and out-
wardly, and the wheels project rearwardly
beyond these inclined ends. The two angu-
lar standards 14 are securely mounted on
the floor sills in any preferred manner—one
leg of each standard being at the forward
end of a sill and the other leg near the rear
end. At their upper ends these standards
are suitably bent to receive and form bear-
ings for the axle 15. The main frame A of
the device is also provided with bearings
16 for this axle, these bearings being rigidly
mounted on the under side of the handle
bars 1. By the arrangement just described,
the axle 16 forms a pivotal connection be-
tween the main frame and the auxiliary
frame, whereby the auxiliary frame forms
a support upon which the main frame can
be rocked. The floor sills 8 and 9 of the
auxiliary frame are provided at their for-
ward ends with hooks 17 which are adapted
to engage eye bolts 18 on the lower ends of
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the handle bars 1 of the main frame when
said frames are brought into the relative po-
sition to each other indicated in Figs. 1 and

3: and when their hooks and eye bolts are

thus engaged, the main frame no longer
rocks upon the auxiliary frame, but the two
now move together as a single frame, and
when the handle bars 1 are drawn down
from the position shown in Fig. 1 toward
that shown in Fig. 3, the forward end of
the auxiliary frame is elevated, and the
wheels 13 are brought into engagement with
the floor, and support the weight of the
truck. The forward end of each of the floor
sills 8 and 9 of the auxiliary frame is in-

- clined downwardly and forwardly at an an-
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gle to form an end face parallel with the
top of the main frame A. )
Near the outer ends of the handle bars 1,

T provide a leg 19 bent as shown in Fig. 1,

and pivotally mounted at its ends in the
bearings 20 secured to the under side of said
bars 1. This leg is adapted to swing in its
bearings, and upon occasion to drop down
into the position shown in'Fig. 4, to form
a support for the outer end of the main
frame. When the swinging leg 19 is not in
use. it is supported by the chine hook as

‘illustrated in Fig. 3.

-In operation, when it is desired to use my
device as an ordinary truck, the hooks 17
are hooked into the eye bolts 18 as shown in
Figs. 1 and 8. When it is desired to use it
for handling barrel goods, the nose of the
truck is thrust under one end of the barrel,

and the chine hook is brought into engage-

ment with the other end of the barrel to
pull the barrel over onto the truck. - When
it is desired to use the device as a support
for a barrel, to draw off from the contents
thereof, the hooks 17 are disengaged from
the eyebolts; the nose iron 5 is placed under
one end of-the barrel and the other end is
engaged by the chine hook ; then the handle
bars 1 are pulled down into an approxi-
mately horizontal position, and supported
in that position by the swinging leg 19, as
illustrated in Fig. 4, the position of the axle
15 being such that the preponderance of the
weight of the barrel will be slightly in favor
of the inner end of the truck.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim and desire to secure by Letters
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Patent is;—

1. In a device of the character described,

‘an auxiliary frame having a base portion
“adapted to rest on the floor in frictional en-

© _gagement therewith, and standards mounted

60

-upon said base portion between its ends; a
‘main frame pivotally mounted on said stand-
- ards at a point spaced from the end thereof

a distance approximately equal to the height

of said standards to adapt the front ends

63

of the two frames to meet when swung to-

ward each other to an angle approaching a

1,139,404

right angle; means for securely éonnecting
sald ends together when they meet to cause

the two frames to move together as a single- -

frame; and a pair of wheels at the rear end
of the auxiliary frame arranged to project
beyond the end of said frame. - .
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2. In a device of the character described,

an auxiliary frame having a base portion

with one side of said portion adapted to rest -

on the floor in frictional engagement there-
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with, and upwardly extending standards

mounted on said portion between its ends;
a main frame pivotally mounted on said

standards to rock thereupon, and at a point =

to adapt the front ends of the two frames to
meet when swung toward each otheér; means
for securing said ends in engagement with
each other when they meet, whereby to cause
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the two frames to move together as a single =

frame; and wheels mounted at the rear end
of thé auxiliary frame and projecting rear-
wardly beyond the end of the frame, where-
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by.when the two. frames, after being united, -
are moved into position to bring the rear >

end of the auxiliary frame downwardly,
said wheels will be brought into engage-
ment with the floor to support the weight
of the truck. ‘
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3. In a device of the character described, ~

an auxiliary frame having a base portion
with one side of said portion adapted to rest
on the floor in frictional engagement there-

95 .

with, and upwardly extending standards
mounted on said portion between its ends;”

a main frame pivotally mounted on said
standards to rock thereupon and at a point
to adapt the front ends of the two frames to
meet when swung toward each other, said
point being nearer to the front end of the
main frame than to the rear end thercof;
means for securing said front ends of the -
two frames together when they meet, where-
by to cause the two frames when thus united
to move together as a single frame; wheels®
mounted at the rear end of the auxiliary
frame normally out of engagement with the
floor, and projecting rearwardly beyond the
end of the frame, whereby when the two -
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frames after being united are moved into -

position to bring the rear end of the auxil- .
1ary frame downwardly said wheels will be
brought into engagement with the floor to
support the weight of the truck; and a sup-
port for the rear end of the main frame
adapted to swing down into engagement
with the floor when the main ‘frame is
brought to an approximately horizontal po-
sition. , : : o
4. In a device of the character described,
a main frame and an auxiliary frame, the
auxiliary frame having standards mounted
thereon, and said frames being pivoted to-
gether In said standards, the pivot point on
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the main frame being spaced from the. front

end thereof a distance approximately equal
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to the height of said standards to adapt the
forward ends of said frames to meet when
swung toward each other to an angle ap-
proaching a right angle; means at the meet-
ing ends of said frames for interlocking said
frames in engagement with each other to
cause the two frames to move together as a
unitary frame; and wheels at the rear end
of the auxiliary frame adapted to engage
the floor and support the forward end of
the truck when the main frame is brought to
a position approaching the horizontal; the
auxiliary frame being adapted, when dis-
engaged at the forward end from the main
frame, to swing down into frictional en-
gagement with the floor to form a rocking
support for the main frame; said auxiliary

8

frame being also adapted, when said frames
are interlocked with each other, to come into
frictional engagement with the floor when
the main frame is brought to a position ap-
proaching the vertical, whereby to cause the
auxiliary frame to form a supporting base
for the truck when not in use, the wheels at
the rear end of the auxiliary frame being
arranged to swing out of engagement with
the floor as said auxiliary frame is brought
into frictional engagement therewith.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
SOPHIA C. CROPP.
Witnesses:
E. L. LemATTRE,
A. A, GREENOUGH.

Copies of this_patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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