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This invention relates in general to furniture, 
and more specifically to bedroom furniture in 
the form of a cradle. 
The primary object of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved cradle adapted for use as a bed 
for a Small child or a doll, said cradle having 
motion dampening means connecting a bed por 
tion thereof to its associated base, said notion 
dampening means being in the form of a shock 
absorber and at the same time effectively re 
Stricting rocking of the bed portion by a child 
positioned therein. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an improved cradle which includes a bed rock 
ably mounted upon a base, Said base having 
mounted thereon a motor driven eccentric which 
is connected to the bed for rocking the same 
whereby the rocking of the bed of the cradle is 
automatic. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an improved cradle which includes a bed in which 
a child may be positioned, Said, bed having one 
side thereof movable to a position adjacent a 
supporting base for the bed whereby a mother 
may be able to care for a baby at night without 
having to get out of bed to do so. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an improved cradle which includes a base hav 
ing a bed rockably mounted thereon, said base 
being provided with an actuating treadle which 
is connected to the bed by a connecting link, said 
connecting link having mounted thereon an elon 
gated coil spring which is fixedly connected to 
Said base at an intermediate point thereof to 
form a combined shock absorber and locking 
means for Said cradle. 
With these objects definitely in view, this in 

vention resides in certain novel features of con 
struction, combination and arrangement of ele 
ments and portions as Will be hereinafter de 
Scribed in detail in the specification, particularly 
pointed Out in the appended claims, and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings which form 
a material part of this application and in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the cradle, which 
is the subject of this invention, portions of a 
Spring of the bed of the cradle being omitted in 
Order to clearly illustrate the arrangement of 
equalizer bars hingedly Secured to and extending 
between Said base and bed; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional 
view taken Substantially upon the plane indicated 

it) 
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by the section line 2-2 of Figure 1 and shows 
the general relationship Of the base with respect 
to the bed; . . . 55 

2 
Figure 3 is a transverse vertical Sectional view 

taken Substantially upon the plane indicated by 
the Section line 3-3. Of Figure 1 and shows the 
manner in which the bed is supported on the 
base for rocking movement with respect thereto, 
also shown is the construction and arrangement 
of foot operated actuating means for rocking 
the bed; 

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical Sectional view 
taken substantially upon the plane indicated by 
the Section line -i of Figures 2 and shows the 
manner in which transversely extending equalizer 
bars are hingedly connected to the base and bed 
between which they extend, shown in dotted lines 
is an alternative position of one side of the bed; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary transverse vertical 
Sectional view showing the manner in which the 
motor driven actuating means for rocking the bed 
is mounted upon the base; and 

Figure 6 is a fragmaentary longitudinal vertical 
Sectional view on a reduced scale taken substan 
tially upon the plane indicated by the section line 
6-6 of Figure 5 and shows the details of the 
motor driven actuating means. 
Similar characters of reference designate simi 

lar or identical elements and portions through 
out the specification and throughout the different 
views of the drawings. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will 
be seen that the cradle, which is the subject of 
this invention, includes a base, which is referred 
to in general by the reference numeral 0, and 
a bed, which is referred to in general by the refer 
ence numeral 2, Supported on the base 0 for 
rocking movement. The base f includes four 
rectangularly Orientated corner legs 4 which are 
Connected together by longitudinally extending 
check rails 6 and transversely extending bed 
supports i8. The base it is braced by a flat shelf 
20 extending transversely between the check rails 
f6 and longitudinally between the bed supports 
f8. AS is best illustrated in Figures 2 and 4, the 
Shelf 20 is connected to the check rails 6, which 
are provided with centrally located cut-outs 22in 
their undersides, by angle brackets 24. The bed 
Supports 8 are braced with respect to the check 
rails 6 by horizontal triangularly shaped gussets 
26 positioned within the corners formed by the 
check rails 6 and the bed supports 8. 
The bed 2 has the same general plan outline 

as the base 0 and includes rectangular orientated 
corner posts 28 which are connected together by 
longitudinally, extending side rails 30 and trans 
versely extending end, rails 32. The side rails 
3 and the end rails 32 may be of any construction 
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with the exception that the lowermost members 
34 of the end rails 32 must be in the form of a 
transversely extending rocker. The side rails 30 
are connected to their adjacent end rails 32 by 
horizontally disposed triangular guSSetS 36 which 
are secured in the corners between intersecting 
side rails 30 and end rails 32. The side rails 30 
are also connected together by a transversely ex 
tending Spring Supporting Slat 38 which is con 
nected to the side rails 30 at their mid-pointS. 
In order that a Suitable Support for a mattress 

may be provided, the bed ) includes a horizon 
tally disposed spring 40. The spring 40 includes 
a general rectangular frame 42 which is adapted 
to be disposed within the confines of the side rails 
30 and end rails 32 and rest upon the guSSets 36 
and the spring supporting slat 38. The rectan 
gular frame 42 supports an Ordinally spring con 
struction 44. 

Referring now to Figures 2 and 3 in particular, 
it will be seen that the rockers 34 have convexly 
curved bottoms which are in engagement with 
convexly curved tops of the bed supports 8. The 
curving of both the rockers 34 and the bed sup 
ports 8 permits the bed to be rocked in a smooth 
even motion. In order that longitudinal move 
ment of the bed 2 with respect to the base 0 is 
prevented and the rockers 34 maintained in longi 
tudinal alignment with their respective bed Sug 
ports 18, each of the bed supports 8 is provided 
on its inner side with an outwardly extending 
rocker guide 46 which engages the inner Suriace 
of its associated rocker 34 to prevent inward 
movement thereof. 

In order that transversely sliding rinovelinent of 
the rockers 34. With respect to their associated 
bed supports 8 may be prevented, the bed 2 is 
connected to the base 0 by transversely ex 
tending diagonal equalizer bal's 48. The equalizer 
bars 48 are mounted in pairs, one pair adjacent 
each end of the cradle, with the equalizer bars of 
each pair crossing and being closely adjacent each 
other. The equalizer bars 48 are connected at 
their lower ends to the inner surface of the check 
rails 6 by hinges 50, and at their upper ends to 
the inner Surfaces of the lower portions of the 
side rails 30 by hinges 52. It will be noted that 
the equalizer bars 48 permit rocking of the bed 
2 with respect to the base () and at the Same 
time prevent sliding movement of the rockers 34 
with respect to the bed supports 8. 

In order that the bed 2 may be conveniently 
rocked with respect to the base (), one of the 
legs 4 of the base () has pivotally connected 
thereto a foot actuated threadle 54. he foot actu 
ated treadle 54 is connected to its associated leg 
4 by a Special pivot pin 56 and is adapted for 

pivoting movement thereabout. The inner end 
of the treadle 54 is pivotally connected by a pivot 
pin 58 to a vertically extending connecting link 
60. The upper end of the connecting link 60 is 
bifurcated as at 62 and is pivotally connected to 
an L-shaped support 64 carried by one of the 
side rails 30 of the bed 2. It will be seen that as 
the treade 54 has its other end moved down 
wardly by an operator's foot, the connecting link 
60 is urged outwardly with the resultant rock 
ing of the bed 2. 
Mounted on the connecting link 69 and engag 

ing the lower end of the bifurcated upper ends 
62 of the connecting link 69 and the upper Sur 
face of the treadle 54 adjacent the pivot pin 58 
is an elongated coil spring 66. Carried by the 
check rail 6 adjacent the treadle 54 is an L 

O 

4. 
shaped bracket 68 which is provided with a hori 
zontal flange 70, said horizontal flange 70 receiv 
ing said connecting link 60 for vertical movement 
in an elongated slot (not shown) extending there 
through. It will be understood that the elongated 
slot of the L-shaped bracket 68 is of a width to 
permit free passage of the connecting link 60 but 
at the same time prevents vertical movement of 
an intermediate portion of the coil spring 66. 
Due to the fixing of the intermediate portion of 
the coil spring 66 against vertical movement any 
movement of the bed 2 with respect to the base 
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0 is dampened by the upper and lower portions 
of the coil spring 66. The dampening action of 
the coil spring 66 results in the even rocking of 
the bed 2 and at the same time provides an effec 
tive lock resisting the rocking of the bed 2 by a 
baby positioned therein. 

Referring now to Figures 5 and 6 in particular, 
it will be seen that the Shelf 20 has mounted 
thereon a conventional electric motor 72 which is 
connected by a coupling 74 to a speed reducer 76. 
The speed reducer 76 has mounted on its shaft 78 
an eccentric drive 80 with the eccentric drive 
having connected thereto a crank arm 82. The 
upper end of the crank arm 82 is connected to a 
pivot pin 84 carried by an L-shaped mounting 
blacket 86 mounted on the underside of the strap 
38. It will be understood that the L-shaped 
blacket 85 is mounted adjacent one end of the 
Strap 38 whereby reciprocating motion thereof re 
suits in the rocking of the bed 2. 

While the bed 2 has been illustrated and de 
Scribed as being provided with either a foot 
actuated Operating means Or a continuous auto 
matic operating means driven by the motor 72, 
it will be understood that the bed 2 may be 
equally as well rocked by hand. However, re 
gardless of what actuating means is utilized to 
rock the bed 2 with respect to the base 0, the 
dampening action of the coil spring 66 is the 
Same and results in the smooth rocking of the 
bed f2. Also, the locking action of the coil spring 
66 remains in effect upon the stoppage of any of 
the actuating means. 

Referring now to Figures 1 and 4 in particular, 
it will be seen that one of the side rails 30 is sepa 
rate from a longitudinally extending frame ele 
ment 88 thereof and is hingedly secured to the 
Sane by a hinge 90. The one side rail 30 is main 
tained in its upright position by a sliding bolt 92 
which engages with an associated corner post 28. 
The sliding bolt 92 is provided With an actuating 
knob 93 for moving the same longitudinally 
whereby the One side rail 30 is released from its 
aSSociated corner post 28. The One Side rail 30 
may then be folded to a downwardly projected 
position as is best illustrated by dotted lines in 
Figure 4. This permits the cradle to be moved 
close to a conventional bed and the parents of a 
baby positioned in the cradle to attend to the 
baby without having to get out of bed. 

Referring now to Figure 1 in particular, it will 
be seen that the intersection between the other 
of the side rails 30 and one of the end rails 32 is 
provided with a Small shelf 96 formed in the 
corner thereof. The Shelf 96 is illustrated as hav 
ing seated thereon a baby's bottle 98 and is in 
tended to provide a convenient place for storage 
of the same. 
The operation of this device will be understood 

from the foregoing description of the details 
thereof, taken in connection with the above re 
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cited objects and drawings. Further description 
Would appear to be unnecessary. 
While there is herein shown and described the 

preferred embodiment of the invention, it is new 
ertheless to be understood that minor and major 
changes and all improvements may be made 
therein without departing from the Spirit and 
Scope of the invention as claimed. 

Having described the invention, what 
claimed as new is: 

1. A cradle comprising a base, a bed, Said bed 
having transverse rockers on the underside there 
of, transversely extending convex bed SupportS 
on said base, actuating means for rocking said 
bed, said actuating means including a treadle 
pivotally mounted on Said base, a connecting link 
pivotally connected at its lower end to Said 
treadle and at its upper end to Said bed, a guide 
bracket on said base above said treadle through 
which said link is reciprocably guided, resilient 
spring means operatively connected to Said link 
and reacting against the upper and lower ends 
thereof, said bracket fixedly retaining an inter 
mediate portion of said Spring means, dampening 
rocking movement of Said bed and resisting rock 
ing movement of the bed in the absence of actu 
ation of the treadle. 

2. A cradle comprising a base, a bed, said bed 
having transverse rockers on the underSide there 
of, transversely extending convex bed supports 
on said base, actuating means for rocking said 
bed, said actuating means including a treadle 
pivotally mounted on said base, a connecting link 
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pivotally connected at its lower end to Said treadle 
and at its upper end to said bed, a guide bracket 
on said base above said treadle through Which 
said link is reciprocably guided, resilient Spring 
means operatively connected to said link and 
reacting against the upper and lower ends there 
of, said bracket fixedly retaining an intermediate 
portion of said spring means, dampening rocking 
movement of said bed and resisting rocking 
movement of the bed in the absence of actuation 
of the treadle, said bracket being provided with 
a slot through which said link reciprocably moves, 
said spring means comprising a coil Spring Sur 
rounding said link and having an intermediate 
portion thereof abutting said bracket adjacent 
said slot. 
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