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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT D. GILPIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-
coln, in the county of Lincoln and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Egg-Crates; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a fall, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings,in which—

Tigure I represents an egg-crate with the
front side removed and showing at the top
and bottom cushions according to my inven-
tion. ¥ig. 1T shows such cushions nested to-
gether for storage or transportation, and Fig.
11 is a perspective view of one of my cush-
ions for egg-crates.

This invention relates to that class of pack-
ing and carrying cases which are usually pro-
vided with stalls to be occupied by individual
pieces of the article to be carried—such as
eggs, choice fruit, glass bottles, &e.—and its
object is to provide a simple cushion for sup-
porting and protecting such individual pieces
at the bottom and top in such form that the
said cushions may be closely packed for eco-
nomieal storage or transportation.

T'or the purpose of this specification I will
term my invention an improvement in ““egg-
crates;” and it consists in pieces of paste-
board, thick paper, or similar sheet material,
shaped as hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

5 represents a sheet of pasteboard, prefer-
ably made without much stiffening or sizing
and folded or pressed to form platforms 9 and
flutes or grooves 6 of uniform depth and so
slanted at the sides of the grooves that the
sheets may be nested together and piled up
for transportation, as shown in Fig. II. The
box or packing-case 7 may be of any suitable
form or material, as also may be the parti-
tions 8, as this invention pertains only to the
top and bottom cushions, formed, as desecribed,
of the grooved pasteboards 5. Iso proportion
the spaces between grooves 6 as to correspond
+with the stalls or compartments, so that the

individual articles oceupying each compart-
ment will rest upon butone of the raised plat-
forms 9, and the partitions which support the
floors of each story, standing over the grooves,
leave each upper story supported upon the
eggs below, so that thisraised platform praeti-
cally offers a yielding support to each column
of eggs above it, and when the packing-case is
inverted the top cushion becomes a similar
bottom supporf. I may use for this purpose
sheot material of cloth or leather, as well as
pasteboard and soft paper, the characteristic
in this respect being that of a yielding cush-
ion. TFluted wood ormetal would be toohard
andnotanequivalent. Inservicethese cush-
ions occupy the position shown at 5 6, Fig.
I. After service a large number of the cush-
ions may be nested together and packed in
a very small space to be returned, and as
there are already many packing-crates which
with their partitions may be folded together
for transportation these cushions will serve
well as linings for the top and bottom of such.
Their first cost is very little, and being almost
indestructible they accomplish the purpose
in view with economy. Such cushions may
be used to support other kinds of produets or
wares than eggs, fruit, and glassware.

Uaving thus fully described my invention,
what I believe to be new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is the following:

An egg-erate comprising a series of parti-
tions and floors forming individual stalls, and
a bottom and a top cushion of soft flexible
sheet material corrugated to form grooves
registering with the said partitions, and raised
platforms registering respectively with the
individual stalls, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT D. GILPIN.
Witnesses:
. M. GILPIN,
E. P. GRUBB.
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