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The present invention relates to a gun-filling -

. - 9 Claims.

dispensing-container which may also be used as.

an original vendable-package unit for more or

less viscous fluids such as the various grades -

of greases or the like, whereby such and other
more or less viscous fluids may be more readily
and more efficiently dispensed from the original
vendable container unit, and the present inven-
tion relates more particularly to dispensing con-
tainers for shipping and/or storing relatively
large supplies (that.is, 10, 25, 40, 50, 75, 100 or
more pounds) of grease or similar more or less
viscous fluids, said containers havihg means
whereby, and being so arranged that the viscous-
fluid content thereof may be filled or dispensed
directly into the tubular reservoirs or so-called
“barrels” of grease~-guns and like applicators used
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for the ultimate distribution and dispensing of .

greases or other viscous fluids, without the neces-
sity -of ladling out or otherwise first removing
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the grease from the vendable dispensing-con--

- tainer by extraneous means; the tubular reser-

- voir or so-called “barrel” of the conventional"

- grease-gun or like applicator or ultimate dis-
penser being used directly for withdrawing the
grease or other viscous-fluid content of the dis-
pensing-container of the present invention pref-

. erably by means of suction created within such

conventional “barrel,” which suction serves to
effect or to stimulate or accentuate the flow of
the viscous-fiuid content of the dispensing-con-
tainer of the present invention.

One of the difficulties long experienced in Al
ing grease-guns with grease from - original ton-
tainers, such as drums or buckets, is that the lid
of such grease-drum or grease-bucket must first

- be removed In order to gain access to the grease,
‘and the lid is frequently not replaced on the drum
or bucket and often cannot be replaced so as to
exclude dirt, because in-prying the lid off the
drum the rim of the lid is often damaged
and distorted. These grease-drums or grease-
buckets are used in garages, farms and places
where all kinds of foreign matter, such as leaves,
dirt, grit and dirty water frequently get into the
drum or bucket and on top of the grease, One
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gun follower-piston back s0 as to suck the grease
intp the grease-gun barrel as, for instance, the
barrels of the grease-guns of Patents Nos.
1,377,023; 2,024,097; 2,124,077; 1,587,597; 1, 692 -
423; 1,696,606; 1, 619 126; 1,894,274; 1,926,398 and
1,981,495, This type of operation may have the
dual effect of carrying dirt into the grease-drum
or grease-bucket and also of getting the grease-
gun reservoir or “barrel” smeared with grease

‘on the outside,

. One of the objects of the present invention is to
eliminate the above noted objections by providing
an original vendable grease-dispensing container
on which the lid may be left substantially intact,
without ever disturbing the same, so that no
foreign matter can get into the grease and so that
only fresh and clean grease can be furnished to
the grease-gun; and so that the grease-gun itself
may not become fouled or rendered inoperative
by dirty and grit-contaminated grease.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide & grease or fiuid dispensing container
which may be used as the original container or
backage in which the grease or the like is shipped
and sold, and which may also serve as an inter-
mediate container into which the grease or the
like is placed from the original package, and
which container (of my present invention) is so
arranged that the grease or the like may be
covered at all times so as to keep it clean, and
that it may be withdrawn from time to {ime in

" relatively smaller quantities directly inte the
" reservoir portion or “barrel” of the conventional

grease-gun or the like without the necessity of

33 separately handling the grease or other fluid.
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A further object of the present invention is to
" provide a dispensing container of the character
stated, having a high useful or eﬁectlve fluid-
bearing capacity in proportion to its sizé, and
from which substantially all the fiuid-contents

- thereof may be completely removed without
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customary way of filling grease-guns has been-

to ladle or scoop out the grease with a paddie of
wood or the like and then ladle it into the grease-
gun “barrel” with s similar manual coperation;
while another customary way of filling grease-
guns has been to submerge the end of the cylin-
drical grease-reservoir or so-called “barrel” of
" the grease-gun into the drum or bucket of grease
and then to pull the rod or handle of the grease-~

56

substantial waste.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a dispensing container of the character
stated having novel venting means in its lid por-

‘tion for admitting solely air into the container

as the fluid contents thereof are depleted, gaid
venting means being so constructed and ar-

- ranged that rain water, dirt and the like will not

pass therethrough into the container.
" A further object of the present invention is to
provide dispensing containers of the aforesaid

‘character adapted to be securely stacked in ver-

tical rows, and without denting or mjurlng any of
their component portions,™
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A further object of the present invention is to

provide a dispensing container of the character -

stated having a new and improved follower-plate
therein, said plate being releasably secured by
novel means to the lid of said container during
- transportation and storage, and being adapted,
~when released, to rest on the top surface of the

- fluid in said container and to. ride downwardly

therewith through the body of said container ds
the fluid contents are withdrawn.
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barrel by a suitable piston-rod or pull rod or

"chain as to suck said gun barrel full of grease.

The fluid-dispensing container of the present
invention includes a generally cylindrical body §
of suitable diameter and height to provide'the
desired volumetric capacity, and a bottom 6 hav-
ing an opening 1 preferably centrally thereof.
For instance, for an effective twenty-five pound

~ capacity a diameter of ten inches and\a height -

10

Other objects will appear more fully from the .

following detailed description, accompanying
drawings and appended claims. )
" The present invention contemplates certain
novel features and details of construction and
arrangement of parts affording the foregoing and
other advantages, said features and details and
. arrangements being illustratively set forth here-
inafter.

For the purpose of flustrating the invention,
there is shown in the accompanying drawings
forms thereof which are at present preferred,
since the same have been found in practice to
give satisfactory and reliable -results, although
it is to be understood that the various instru-
mentalities of which the invention cohsists can
be variously arranged and organized and that
the invention is not limited to the precise ar-

. rangement and organization of the instru-
mentalities as herein shown and deseribed.

Referring to the drawings in which like refer-

ence characters indicate like parts,

Figure 1 represents a sectional view of a ‘grease
dispensing container constituting one embodi-
ment of the present invention; having the fluid-
receiving end of a conventional grease reservoir
or “barrel” of a grease-gun operatively inserted
into the suction-receiving socket thereof.

- Figure 2 represents a section generally on line
2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 represents a sectlon generally on line
3—3 of Figure 1.
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of twelve inches is suitable, and so on.

The entire container may be formed of sheet
metal, preferably suitable sheet-steel similar to
that used for steel drums, and of a suitable gauge
according to the size of the container. The thick-
nesses shown in the drawings are exaggerted for
purposes of more ready illustration. Other thin
form-retaining sheet materials may be used.

The bottom 6 is preferably formed with a
flange 8 of suitable depth to clear the lateral
conduit 9 and gun-receiving socket 10 which will

" "be described more fully hereinafter, thus forming

a° downwardly cupped member or inverted cup-
shaped member. The flange 8 of the inverted
cup-like bottom is of an external diameter such

5 as to telescope into the lower end of the cylin-

drical body § and is preferably drawn from the
same sheet of metal as that of which the bottom

. 6 is formed, as for instance, by being drawn in

30

.a die on g suitable press, or by any other suit-

able drawing or forming operation. The flange
8 may then be turned and folded and crimped or

"~ “double-seamed” along with the lower peripheral

40

Figure 4 represents another modified form of .

: grease-dispensing device embodying the present

invention, including an outwardly flared upper.

zone on the cylindrical body of the grease-dis-

45

pensing container and showing a modified form .

of follower plate.

Figure 5 represents a top plan view of a fol-
lower plate of a modified form of construction.

Figure 6 represents a side elevational view of
the same.

Figure 7 represents a top plan view of a fol-
lower plate of still another modified form of con-
. struction.
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Figure 8 represents a ‘side elevational view of .

the same.

_ The fluid-dispensing container of the present
invention is suitable for use in filling the small
portable type grease-guns exemplified in United
States Patents Nos. 1,377,023; 2,024,097; 2,124,077;
1,587,597; 1,692,423; 1,696,606; 1,619,126; 1,894,-
- 274; 1,926,398 and 1,981,495, in which the gener-

ally cylindrical fluid-reservoir or so-called “bar-

rel” has within it a follower-piston and in which
said cylindrical fluid-reservoir or “barrel” may
be refilled from time to time by unscrewing or
otherwise detaching from it the pump portion of
the grease-gun (which is sometimes referred to
as the “head” or high-pressure “head” of the
grease-gun) and then  submerging the thus
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opened end or free end of the barrel of the -

~-grease-gun into a supply of grease and then man-

ually withdrawing the follower-piston_ in said gun

%

-edge of the cylindrical body §, to form a crimped

and interlapping bead-like seam or “double-

5 seam” Il with the lower peripheral edge of the.

cylindrical body 5, which seam thus unites the'

‘flange 8 with the corresponding lower portion

of the cylindrical body 5, and which, at the same
time, secures the bottom 6 permanently in place
in fluid-sealed relation to the body 5. The bot-

“tom 6 may also be held in place in a raised posi-

tion by other means, as for instance, by welding
it in place to the side-wall of the body 5 or by
forming an outwardly pressed slight annular or
peripheral groove in fthe body 5 at a suitable
height above the lower extremity thereof info
which the outer marginal portion of the bottom §
may extend, to be held in place thereby. Like-
wise, the bottom 6 may have but a short down- -
wardly extending: flange which may be spot-
welded to the side of the body 5.

The generally upright body 5 need not neces-
sarily be cylindrical in shape or circular in hori-
zontal cross-section, but may also be polygonal
in horizontal cross-section, although the generally

. eylindrical form is preferable.

The portion of the body 5 which is below the
bottom 6 need not be continuous in its circum-
ference, but may be cut out in parts to form a
discontinuous lower extremity. Thus, for in-
stance, three, four or more portions of the body
8 may be left projecting below the bottom 6 for
the purpose of spacing the bottom 6 at a suit-
able. distance above the lower. extremity of the
body. :

The transverse conduit 9 may be formed by

- welding, spot-welding or otherwise securing it to

the under-surface of the bottom 6, in communi-
cation with the opening 7 therein, so as to form
a continuous but enclosed passageway communi-

- cating with the interior of the container through .

the opening 7 and extending to the flange 8 of -
the bottom. Openings 12 and {3 may be ex-
tended through the flange 8 and through the cy-
lindrical body 5 of the container in registration
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or general alignment with the cross-section of
the conduit 9, so as to form a passageway in con-
. tinuation thereof. To the outside surface of the
cylindrical body & of the container, the gun-re-
- ceiving socket (0 is secured, also having a simi-
lar opening 14 in registration or general align-
ment with the openings 12 and i3 and with the
conduit 8. The socket (8 is provided with a

generally cylindrical flange {5 which is adapted

telescopically to receive (either internally or ex-
ternally) the suctional end of a suction-filling
“barrel” of an ultimate fluld-dispenser, and may
be internally screw-threaded as indicated at 16,
to receive the externally screw-threaded ends 7
of the cylindrical reservoirs or “barrels” (8 of
conventional grease-guns or the like, or may be
externally threaded or may be provided with
bayonet catch.

Within the cylindrical body 5 of the dispensing-
container of the present invention, a.freely float-
ing piston-like follower plate 19 is provided in
operative relation to the interior diameter of
said cylindrical body 5. The follower may be
" provided with an upturned flange 26 of suit-
able axial depth tc afford some (more or less)
guidance to the follower 18 so as to tend to
prevent angularity or “cocking.”

By making the upturned flange 20 compara-

tively slight, or by fitting the follower {8 in
the cylindrical body & with a substantial clear-
ance, or by both, the free-floating follower-plate
{9 can be given full freedom for tilting or “cock-
ing.” By so arranging the follower-plate in re-
lation to the cylindrical body or reservoir §,
as . to permit free “cocking” or tilting, the
follower-plate may tilt to a suitable extent as
it rests and floats on top of the body of grease,
so that if the container or reservoir.-wall § should

become dented in shipping or handling, or in -

storage or in asctual use, any slight dent will
not “‘jam” the follower-plate and will not prevent
-the follower-plate from traveling down to the
" bottom of the container. ‘Thus, when one part of
the periphery of the follower-plate is obstruct-
ed or engaged by an inward dent in the reser-

voir wall, the part of the follower-plate which is

so engaged is held in place temporarily by .the

dent in the wall, while the diametrically oppo-.

site part of the plate. follows down with the
grease body; which grease body thereby tem-
porarily acquires a slanting upper surface. - This
tiiting of the follower-plate, and the correspond-
ing inclination-of the upper surface of the grease
continues as the body of grease is gradually ex-~

hausted or withdrawn, until the minor axis of

3
ed on the follower 19 for readily raising the fol- -
lower out of the container if it is desired to re-

fill the container after it has been completely

exhausted.
* A Hid 22 either fitting loosely over, or more or

“less frictionally telescoped into the top or over
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the top of the body § is also preferably provided

for generally excluding dirt and water from with- - '

in the container. The lid 22 may also be crimped
or otherwise affixed to the upper end of the cylin-

drical body 6. The lid 22 is preferably provided

with a screw-threaded .vent hole into which a
screw 24 may be threaded. The lid 22 may also

be provided with a central raised portion 23

which is pressed out of the sheet-metal of the lid
and in which the vent hole is placed for receiving -
the screw 24." By removing or partly raising the
screw 24, a vent is provided at the top through
which air may enter at the top of the container
as grease is withdrawn from the botfom of the
container, so as always to maintain normal at-
mospheric pressure within the container. The
upper periphery of the body § may also be suit-
ably beaded or flared as indicated at 2§, thereby
to reinforce or stiffen the upper periphery of the
container. 3

By raising the central portion of the lid 23 any :
rain ‘or water which may tend to collect on the
top of the lid 22 is diverted from the vent open-
ing in the top of the container so as to be exclud-
ed from the interior of the container.

‘If desired, the transverse bottom conduit may
be formed by preéssing a suitable channel-shaped
depression out of the bottom & of the device, but
integrally therewith, and then superimposing a
flat plate over said depression and spot-welding,
fusing, soldering or otherwise securing it to the

. bottom § along  the marginal zone around the
" depression, as for example in the manner shown

40

in Figures 4, 5, 7 and 8 of parent application Se-

_rial No. 236,281.
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the (then elliptical) vertical projection of the -

thus inclined follower-plate becomes less than
_the horizontal diametral distance across the con-
tainer at the point of maximum "indentation.
When this inclination is reached, the engaged
peripheral point of the followelj-plate_ will grad-
ually pass by the indentation in the reservoir or
container wall, After it has so passed the in-
dentation, the follower-plate will again straighten
out into a horizontal position, because of the
natural tendency of the more or less viscous fluid
body to level out under the force of gravity.

Radial reinforcing ribs 21 may be pressed into -

the follower 19 so as to stiffen the follower plate
19. The ribs 21 are preferably decreased in
height from the center towards the periphery.
as indicated in Figure 1. Three, four or more
such radial ribs may be provided; four being in-
. dicated in the drawing of Figure 1. Any suit-
. able (conventional) handle may also be provid\-
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The transverse éross-sectional or effective area
of the ‘conduit 9 is substantially less than the
cross-sectional area of the-gun-receiving por-
tions of the socket {6 and is preferably of a
relatively shallow cross-sectional contour. The
reduced cross-sectional area and the length of
the conduit 8, afford suitable resistance to the
flow of fluid, so as to prevent free flow, or to slow
down or retard the flow of grease or other fluid
when the barrel {8 is removed from the gun-re-
ceiving socket 10. This resistance to flow will
either eliminate all free flow or will minimize it
to such an extent as to permit the leisurely in-

sertion of & closure plug into the gun-receiving
‘socket 10 after the gun barrel 8 has been re- -

moved, without any undue drippage or loss of
grease. Thus, by reducing the cross-sectional

area of the conduit 8 substantially below the
cross-sectional area of the gun-receiving por-
tion of the socket, and indeed substantially be-
low one-half of the cross-sectional area of the .
socket, resistance is interposed to the free flow -

of the normally viscous grease. This reduction
in cross-sectional area may then further be aug-.
mented - and accentuated by the length of the .
conduit. By also making the passageways or
conduits 9 generally flat or of generally non-
circular cross-section, and preferably a,symmetric
with respect to the gun-receiving socket, as in-
dicated in Figure 3, the surface friction exerted
upon the grease in the passageway 9 is further -
increased above that afforded by a passageway . -
of circular cross-sectional area because the sur-
face presented to the grease (per unit of length
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traversed by a given volume of grease) ‘is thereby
increased above that presented by a passageway
of circular cross-section.

By the foregoing means, resisting the free flow
of grease, some of the types and kinds of greases
generally and widely used can be effectively con-
trolled in the manner hereinabove indicated,
under normal climatic conditions, without re-

sorting to more positive shut-off means as, for.

example, those illustrated and described in Fig-
ures 8, 9 and 10 of parent apphcation Senal No.
- 236,281. \

The socket 10 may either be of cast metal
or it may be pressed sheet-metal, formed by
customary and suitable stamping or die-forming
operations. Any of the sockets 10 may be
turned upwardly at any suitable angle so that
the cylindrical grease reservoir or “barrel” (8
of the conventional grease-gun may be applied
thereto more conveniently by the operator, par-
ticularly in the case where the dispensing device
of the present invention may be of a large size
which would normally stand on the floor, al-
though this upturned socket may also be used on
smaller devices embodying the present invention.

In Figure 4, a modified form of construction
is shown wherein a2 small top portion of the
cylindrical body 5 is flared outwardly slightly
as at 48, in the form of a truncated cone, but
preferably only at a very slight angle as gen-
erally indicated.

The follower plate 19 may be secured to the
lid 22 by means of the screw 24 in the manner

- indicated in Figure 4. Thus, in this phase of
the present invention, the raised portion 23 of
the lid 22 may be offset' in respect to the center
of the lid. The follower 19 may be provided
with a similar raised portion 49 either centrzally,
or offset as in Figure 4; which may be provided
with a screw-threaded opening into which the
end of the screw 24 may be threaded for hold-
ing the follower tightly against the lid 22 while
in transit or storage.
may be frictionally pressed into the raised por-
tion 49 of the follower piston 19, so as to close
the space and to prevent venting through the
screw-threaded opening therein and so as also
to produce a generally continuous flat bottom for
the follower piston 8.

By the means hereinabove last described and
shown in the accompanying drawing hereinabove
referred. to, the follower plate 19 may be held
tightly against .the friction top or lid 22, during

shipment or storage of the can or drum of
~ grease, so that if the drum is laid on its side or
turned upside down, the grease will not get be-
hind the follower-plate or piston-19. When it
is desired to use the drum of grease, it is merely
necessary to set up the drum of grease in vertical
position with its top up, as in Figure 4, and to
unscrew the screw 24, so as to drop the follower
_piston or plate 19.onto the top surface §1 of the
' grease. The container is not filled entirely with
_grease but an empty space is left at the top from
about the point where the side-wall § starts to
flare outwardly.

The follower piston or plate {9, thus relea.sed
by unscrewing the screw 24 rests flat on the top
of the body of grease and gradually adjusts or
centers itself into the cylindrical body 5.

‘While the disc 50 closes up what would other-
wise be a vent opening in the follower-plate or
piston 19, yet the friction cover or lid 22 be-

" comes vented through the opening through
whizh the screw 24 passes. (that is, just as soon
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as the screw 24 is unscrewed). For this reason,
the entire original package of grease, in the form
of a drum, may be used without ever substan-
tially uncovering the grease and without ever
doing anything more than unscrewing the screw
24 and then repeatedly applying the suctional
reservoir portion or “barrel” of the grease-gun
or the like to the socket 10 thereof.

"By reason of the outward flaring at 48 the
grease-dispensing device of this embodiment of
the present invention may also be stacked in ver--
tical groups, that is, one on top of the other,
because the bottom of one will fit into the top
of the one beneath it. By reason of the fact
that the raised portion 23 is offset from the cen-
ter, it will not interfere with the downwardly ex-
tending conduit 9 at the bottom of the drum
above it.

I may also provide a bushing as, for example,
that shown in Figure 4, for adapting a socket 10
of one predetermined size, to anyone of a variety
of different sizes of grease-gun barrels or the
like. '

In Figures 5 and 6, a_ modified form of follower
piston construction is shown, wherein the up-
turned flange portion 52, which corresponds to

" the flange 2¢ hereinabove described, is notched

30

at points uniformly spaced around its periphery
as at 53, and wherein the upturned portion 52
is turned up at’'a slight angle as, for instance,
about 15° (more or less). By making the fol-
lower plate or piston 19 of comparatively thin

. sheet metal, the portions 52 will be shghtly resil-

36
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A small flanged disc 55 .
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ient in -a radial direction.

In Figures 7 and 8, a modified form of con-
struction is shown in which still thinner leaf-
spring portions §4 are either spot-welded or riv-
eted to the disc {9 for the same purpose. By
spacing the members 54 more or less closely and
uniformly around the circumference, and mak-
ing them out of sufficiently thin spring metal, in
relation to the comparatively thicker metal of
the disc 8, & contact may be maintained with
the. cylindrical side wall § of the grease drum
even though the grease drum may occasionally
be slightly dented and at the same time the
grease is wiped down the sides of the greass drum
as the follower plate passes down as the grease
is emptied.

The forms of construction last above described
also help to prevent the follower plate or pis-
ton from sinking down into the grease when
standing idly, as the portions 52 and 54 will con-
tact the edge of the cylindrical container 3 and
will tend to prevent the grease from Workmg up
around the edges.

The modified form of construction shown in
Figures 5 to 8 inclusive, while especially useful
in the device shown in Pigures 1 and 4, may also
be incorporated in follower plates or follower
pistons of the type shown in United States Pat-
ents Nos. 1,981,495 and 2,083,590.

By reason of its relatively loose fit or by rea-
son of the resiliency of the members 52 and 54,
and by reason of the relatively small axial dimen-
sion of the flanges 20, 52 or 54 thereof, the fol-
lower plate or piston {8 may pass any slight dents
in the side-wall 5 of the grease-dispensing device
by tilting or angling until it has passed the dent.
Thus, as the side-walls of drums of grease are
sometimes slightly dented during shipping or .
while being handled in storage or while\in use,
such indentations tend to interfere with the pas-
sage of the follower piston or plate 18. in-
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-terference is avoided (within limits of denting)
by the aforesaid tilting of ‘the plate 19.

" By reason of the attachment or securement of
the socket 10 to the outer surface or wall of the
sheet-metal body 5, as, for instance, by spot
welding thereto, a firm support is given to the

gun-receiving socket on the outside of the con-

tainer body and extending outwardly from the
side wall thereof, without any obstruction on the
inside of the container tending to interfere with
the full travel. of the follower plate 9 to the
bottom 6. Thus, the follower plate 19 may pass
downwardly below the level of the uppermost

10

point of the socket {0 without being interfered

by such socket or by its supporting means.
The present invention may be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from the
spirit or essential attributes thereof, and it is
therefore desired that the present embodiments

be considered in all respects.as illustrative and
not restrictive, reference being had to the append--

ed claims rather than to the foregoing descrip-
tion to indicate the scope of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what is
hereby claimed as new and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent is:

1, Dispensing apparatus comprising a gener-
ally upright body having & generally uniform
horizontal cross-section throughout the major
portion of its extent, and having an outwardly
flared upper portion, a bottom near the lower
end of said body, a lid fitting over said flared
upper portion of sald body, and a follower be-

- neath said lid initially held against the inner
side of said lid by fastening means capable of
being detached from without the apparatus.

2. Dispensing apparatus comprising a contain-

er having a top and having an outlet passageway

near the bottom thereof, a socket operatively’

connected with said outlet passageway, a slidable
follower in said container, an elevated vent pro-
jection on the top of said container and a fas-

1)

, S

tainers comprising a circular disc formed fron
relatively thin sheet-material and having an up-
turned marginal portion adapted for direct con-
tact with the side wall of the dispensing con-
tainer, and means for holding said follower plate
adjacent the top of said container while the con-
tainer is in sto;age or in transit prior to use in-
cluding an upwardly-projecting portion on the
upper side of said follower plate having a hole

“extending therethrough, said hole being adapted

screw-threadedly to receive a screw-member car-
ried by the top of said container, said follower
plate being generally continuous in the zone un-
derlying said upwardly-projecting portion where-
by said screw-member may be withdrawn from
said hole to -release said follower plate without
leaving said hole exposed to the fluid content.s

" of said container.

20

‘6. In dispensing containers ha.ving a generally
upright body of generally uniform inside diam-
eter throughout the major portion of its extent

" and having its upper portion flared outwardly,

25
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tening element extending through said elevated .

vent projection and detachably connected to said
follower for holding the latter adjacent to and
generally parallel with said top while.the con-
tainer is in storage or transit prior to use.

3. A dispensing apparatus.comprising a gen-
erally upright body of generally uniform hori-
-zontal cross-section throughout the major por-
tion of its extent, a bottom associated with the
lower end portion of sald body, a lid associated
with the upper end of said body, a generally im-
perforate follower beneath said lid bearing an
upwardly-extending portion extending through
the main plane of said lid, and screw-means op-
erable from without the apparatus operatively
engaged with said upwardly-extending portion
and releasably securing said follower to said lid.

4, A dispensing apparatus comprising a con-
tainer having a top and having an outlet pas-
sageway near the bottom thereof, a socket op-
eratively connected with said outlet passageway,
& slidable follower in said container, an elevated
projection on the top of said container bearing

a circular follower inside said container having -
upturned marginal guide means projecting beyond
the diameter. of the. rest of said follower ‘and
adapted for direct contact with the inner wall of
sald body, and releasable means initially holding
said follower within the zone of the outwardly
flared portion of said body, said marginal guide
means serving to center the follower within the
body portion of uniform inside dlameter when,
said follower is permitted to descend: .

7. A dispensing apparatus comprising g gen-
erally upright body having an outwardly flared
upper portion, a cover over said flared upper por-.
tion, and a follower adapted to slide axially
through said body, said follower being initially
disposed within the zone of the outwardly flared
portion of said body and held against the un-
derside of said lid by means releassble from with-
out.

8. A. ﬁuld-dxspensing device suitable for filling -
grease-guns and ‘the like and suitable for use

- as an original, vendable, merchandizing package

650
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a vent opening, an upwardly-extending portion -
associated with said follower extending upwardly -

into the space inside said elevated projection, and
fastening means extending through sald vent
opening and detachably connected to said up-

wardly-extending portion for holding said follow-"

er against movement inside the container while
the latter is in storage or in. transit prior to
use.

70

5 unit for containing more or less viscous greases -

and like fluids in transit and storage and for
thereafter dispensing the same, including a gen-
erally upright body whose transverse dimension
is substantially greater than one-half the body
height, formed of relatively thin sheet-metal and

“having a relatively thin sheet-metal top and

bottom portions, respectively, associated with the
upper and lower end portions of said body, the
bottom portion being permanently crimped to
the body, a generally imperforate loose-fitting
follower immediately benedath said top portion,
formed of relatively thin sheet material and bear-
ing an upwardly-extending portion extending to-
wards the adjacent top portion, said upwardly-
extending portion bearing a screw-threaded hole,
a. screw extending downwardly through said top
portion in registration with the aforesaid screw-
threaded hole, said screw being releasably en-

-gaged with said screw-threaded hole thereby re-

leasably securing said follower against the move-
ment inside said body, a .gun-receiving socket

carried by said body in communication with the
interior thereof;—said follower being adapted to

“be released by said screw on to the top of the

body of more or less viscous fluid in" said device
when the device is to be used and said follower

‘being adapted to be moved downwardly on top

of the body of fluid solely by the lowering of
the level of the fluid as the same is withdrawn

5. A follower plate for fluid- dispensing con- 75 through said gun-receiving socket.

’
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9. A fluid-dispensing device suitable for filling
grease-guns and the like and suitable for use as
an original, vendable, merchandizing package
unit for containing more or less viscous greases
and like fluids in transit and storage and for
thereafter dispensing the same, including a gen-
erally upright thin sheet-metal body having a

generally fiat, thin sheet-metal top and a gen-

erally thin sheet-metal bottom, a gun-receiving
socket connected with said body and communi-
cating with its interior, an axial protuberance
of relatively limited area pressed out of said
sheet-metal top, a vent opening in said top with-

in said axial protuberance, a relatively thin loose--

10

fitting follower plate within said body and hav- 15

2,266,827

ing a projection thereon having a screw-threaded
hole therein, a screw extending through said vent
opening in said top and threadedly engaging in
said screw-threaded hole to hold the follower to

‘said top while the device is in fransit and in

storage and prior to ultimate use, and adapted
to release said follower on to the top of the body
of fluid within said body by unscrewing the screw
from without;—said follower being adapted to
travel downwardly on the top of the body of
fluid solely by the movement of the fluid as the
latter is withdrawn through said gun-receiving
socket. - Y
EDWIN P. SUNDHOLM.



