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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

THIOPHILE ROY, OF PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN TRUNK-STAYS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 151,162, dated May 19, 1874; appiication filed
April 11, 1874, : ’

To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, THIOPHILE RoY, of Paw-
tucket, in the county of Providence and State of
RhodeIsland,haveinvented anew andvaluable
Improvement in Trunk-Lid Supports; and Ido
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the construction and
operation of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon.

Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings are repre-
sentations of transverse sections of my trunk-
lid support, and Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views
of the same.

This invention has relation to devices
wherewith the lids of trunks or other recep-
tacles are supported when opened, and pre-
vented from closing when it is desirable that
the lid be thrown back. It consists, mainly,
of a novel application of a spring to hooked
and shouldered arms, pivoted to each other,
and also at one of their free extremities to
the lid, and at the other to the body of a
trunk, tool-chest, or other lidded receptacle,
whereby a lid is sustained and kept open in a
manner hereafter to be explained.

-In the annexed drawings, A designates a
trunk-body, provided interiorly, and at each
of the upper edges of its ends A’ A/, with a
recess, «, which serves to receive part of a
mechanism hereafter to be described, when
the lid is closed in such a manner as not to
interfere with the free introduction of a tray.

B designates a lid, which is also provided

with a similar chamber, and for similar pur-
poses. At a suitable point of each recess a
is pivoted one end of an arm, C, constituting
a part of said support, on the lower extremity
of which is an eye, through which is passed
a serew, D, securing it to the trunk end A’ in
such a manner as to enable it to rotate on
said screw. -At the upper end of this arm O
is. constructed a bifurcation, G, which affords
‘ears b b, perforated to receive a pivot, p, for a
purpose hereinafter to be explained. In the
lower and under part of the arm C is a pin,
', serving to secure one end of a spring, of
which I shall hereinafter show the use and
application. E designates a second portion

or arm of said support, secured at its upper
extremity to the inside of the end of the

trunk-lid B, and vibrating freely., The lower
extremity of this arm E is provided with an
eye, which receives the pivot p, connecting it
to the bifurcated end G of the arm C, thus
forming a hinge. At the lower part of the-
arm H is constructed a shoulder, g, pressed,
as the hinge is actuated, against the under
side of the arm C, which shoulder serves to
prevent the arms C and E flexing outwardly
on the joint or hinge. At the lower extremity
of this arm is formed a hook, J, to which one
extremity of a spring is secured by means of
a link. S designates a spring, helical or oth-
erwise, to which is fitted at both ends loops
k ¥. Through the loop Fk is passed a link, {,
which is notched on its inner edge to receive
and hold the loop k, thus preventing lateral
deviation.

The spring S is attached in the following
manuner, to wit: I engage the loop &’ over the
pin p’ on the lower arm C, and the link I, se-
cured to the loop %, over the hook J on the up-
per arm E.

It will be seen from the above desecription
that I apply my invention as follows, to wit:
In closing the trunk or other receptacle, it
will be observed that the arm E, hinged npon
the arm C, and connected with the spring S
by means of the link ! and the hook J, serv-
ing as'alever, actuates the spring S, and that,
in the act of opening the receptacle, the spring
S, gradually released from the tension applied
to it in closing, forces the lid up and back to
its place, and there keeping as long as re--
quired. ”

My improvement may be applied, as above
described, to any trunk without in any way
affecting the use of trays, if desired.

What I claim, and wish to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A self-acting lid-support, consisting of the
Jjointed arms C E, the spring 8, and the shoul-
der and hook formed on the arm H, combined
and operated as herein described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. '

THIOPHILE ROY.
‘Witnesses: :

JOSEPH SUHWARZ,
JACOB LEWIS.




