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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MAURICE C. HERNAN, OF MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, ASSIGNOR OF 
ONE-HALF TO EDWARD G. WILLIAMS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 

straine R. 
No. 796,910. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 8, 1905. 

Application filed March 10, 1905, serial No. 249,392, 
To all whom it may concern: 

. Beit known that I, MAURICE C. HERNAN, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Man 
chester, county of Hillsboro, and State of New 
Hampshire, have invented an Improvement 
in Strainers, of which the following descrip 
tion, in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, is a specification, like numerals on 
the drawings representing like parts. . 
This invention has for its object to provide 

a novel strainer for straining the contents of 
barrels, casks, tanks, &c., as they are drawn 
therefrom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The device has been especially designed for 

straining beer, wine, or similar beverages as 
they are drawn from barrels and casks, al 
though the invention is not limited by any 
means to this particular use. . . . . . 

Heretofore, so far as I am aware, it has 
been customary to strain beer, wine, &c., by 
attaching a strainer to the discharge end of 
the faucet, the strainer being entirely outside 
of the barrel. I have devised a novelstrainer 
which is adapted to be inserted within the 
barrel or cask after the barrel has been tapped 
and before the faucet is inserted in place, and 
in accordance with my invention I have pro 
vided a collapsible strainer which can be col 
lapsed, so as to be inserted through the hole 
tapped in the barrel, but which can be ex 
panded from the exterior of the barrel after 
being thus inserted into the barrel and before 
the faucet is screwed into the hole. 

In the best form of my invention now known 
to me the strainer, which may be of cloth or 
other suitable material, is placed over a fold 
able or collapsible frame which can be folded 
to be inserted in the hole tapped in the barrel 
and can after its insertion be expanded to 
stretch the strainer-cloth. 
A construction embodying my invention 

will be hereinafter described, and the novel 
features of the invention will then be pointed 
out in the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a section 
through one end of a barrel, showing my im 
proved strainer device applied thereto. Fig. 
2 is a view of the frame of the strainer device 
when collapsed and ready for insertion in the 
barrel, the strainer itself being shown in sec 
tion. Fig. 3 is a section of the sliding collar. 
Fig. 4 is an end view of the sliding collar. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged view of the sliding collar 
in place on the tubular stem. 

In the embodiment of my invention herein 
illustrated the strainer 3, which may be of 
any suitable fabric or similar material, is 
stretched over and incloses a folding or col 
lapsing frame. This frame may assume va 
rious shapes, the only requisite being that it 
is capable of being collapsed so as to be in 
serted through the hole tapped in the barrel, 
cask, &c., for the insertion of the faucet. 
The frame herein shown comprises a central 
tubular member 4, provided with a plurality 
of perforations 5 and having pivotally con 
nected to one end ribs 6, of resilient material, 
such, for instance, as tempered wire. Said 
ribs are connected to a collar 7, slidably 
mounted on the tubular stem 4, whereby when 
the collar is moved to the left, Fig. 2, the ribs 
-are bowed outwardly, as shown in Fig. 1. 
When the collar is withdrawn to the right or 
toward the end of the stem, the ribs are col lapsed against the stem and lie substantially 
parallel thereto. The strainer material 3 en 
circles this folding frame and is made fast to 
the collar 7, thereby forming a bag which in 
closes the ribs 6. The stem 4 is provided 
with a projection 8, which normally occupies 
a keyway 9 in the collar 7. When the frame 
is expanded, however, the collar 7 is moved 
to the left, Fig. 1, until the projection 8 clears 
the end of said collar, and the frame may be 
locked in its expanded position by merely 
turning the collar so as to cause the projec 
tion 8 to engage the notch 10 therein, as seen 
in Fig. 1. The collar 7 is provided with ex 
terior screw-threads 11, which are adapted to 
engage interior screw-threads in the ends of 
the faucet 12. . 
In inserting my strainer device the barrel 

or cask is first tapped, and then the folded 
strainer, as shown in Fig. 2, is inserted through 
the hole thus made, the left-hand end of the 
frame being inserted first. When the strainer 
has been inserted through the aperture in the 
barrel, said frame may be expanded, as shown 
in Fig. 1, by moving the collar outwardly on 
the tubular stem 4, and when the frame is 
thus expanded it may be locked in the ex 
panded position by turning the collar to cause 
the projection 8 to engage the notch10. The 
faucet is then Screwed to the bushing, after 
which the faucet may be screwed into the hole 
tapped in the cask or barrel, all as usual. It 
will thus be seen that my improved strainer 
is situated entirely within the barrel and may 
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be inserted in the barrel at the time the latter 
is tapped and may also be removed from the 
barrel when the latter is empty. 
My invention is not limited to the particu 

lar construction of folding frame herein 
shown, as I believe I am the first to devise 
any kind of a folding or collapsible strainer 
adapted to be inserted through the hole tapped 
in a barrel or cask prior to the application of 
the faucet to such hole, and therefore I desire 
to claim, broadly, a folding strainer adapted to 
be thus inserted. 

Iconsider the construction herein illustrated. 
as a practical one; but it will be obvious that 
many changes in the construction of the fold 
ing frame may be made without departing 
from the invention. 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A collapsible strainer adapted to be in 
serted into the hole tapped in a barrel, cask 
or tank for the reception of a faucet, and 
means to expand said strainer from outside 
the barrel, cask or tank after it is thus inserted. 

2. A collapsible strainer adapted to be in 
serted into the hole tapped in a barrel, cask 
or tank for the reception of a faucet, means 
to expand said strainer from outside the bar 
rel, cask or tank after it is thus inserted, and 
means to attach said strainer to a faucet. 

3. In a device of the class described, a 
strainer comprising a folding frame adapted 
when folded to be inserted in the hole tapped 
in a barrel, cask, tank, &c., for the reception 
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of a faucet, said frame being expandible from 
the outside of the barrel, cask, &c., after be 
ing thus inserted, and a strainer inclosing the 
frame. 

4. In a device of the class described, a 
strainer comprising a folding frame adapted 
when folded to be inserted in the hole tapped 
in a barrel, cask, tank, &c., for the reception 
of a faucet, said frame being expandible from 
the outside of the barrel, cask, &c., after be 
ing thus inserted, and a strainer inclosing the 
frame, said frame having means for attach 
ment to a faucet. - 

5. In a strainer, a perforated tubular stem, 
a collar slidably mounted thereon, resilient 
ribs secured at one end to said collar, and at 
the other end to the stem, whereby movement 
of the collar on the stem expands the ribs, and 
a strainer inclosing said ribs. 

6. In a strainer, a perforated tubular stem, 
a collar slidably mounted thereon, resilient ribs 
secured at one end to said collar, and at the 
other end to the stem, whereby movement of 
the collar on the stem expands the ribs, and 
a strainer inclosing said ribs, said collar be 
ing exteriorly screw-threaded for attachmen 
to a faucet. 
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

MAURICE C. HERNAN. 
Witnesses: . 

LOUIS C. SMITH, 
EDWARD G. WILLIAMS. 

  


