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This invention relates generally to mattresses and more 
particularly to mattresses having selectable and variable 
surface firmness. 

it is common practice to manufacture mattresses which 
have a single firinness throughout. Other mattresses 
have provision for altering the firmness of the entire 
Iinattress by insertion of stiffening boards of substantially 
the same size in area as the mattress. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a mattress 
having variable firmness of sleeping surfaces. 

it is another object of this invention to provide a 
mattress in which one of the variations in firmness can 
be achieved simply by inversion of the mattress. 

it is also an object of this invention to provide a mat 
tress in which there is a capability of varying the firm 
ness of the sleeping surfaces in selected localized areas. 
These and other objects of this invention will become 

apparent as the same becomes better understood by 
reference to the following detailed description when con 
sidered in connection with the accompanying drawings 
in which like reference numerals designate like parts 
throughout the figures thereof and wherein: 

iG. 1 is a side view of an embodiment of the in 
vention showing a mattress partly in cross-section; 

F.G. 2 is another embodiment of the invention show 
ing a top-plan view of a mattress partly broken away; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the mattress taken 
through section 3-3 of FIG. 2; 

FiG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional side 
view of the Imattress shown in FIG. 2; and 

F.G. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional side 
view of another form of mattress in accordance with 
the invention. 

Referring now to the drawings for a more complete 
understanding of the invention, the mattress 2 is com 
prised of a first member 4 and a second member 6, both 
made from resilient material such, for example, as poly 
uretiane foain, foam rubber or the like. The members 
are so fabricated that the first member is of a different 
density and/or stiffness than the second member. Tick 
ing 8 encloses both meinbers and has a closure means 
incorporated along the length of one of its sides. In 
this embodiment of the invention, the closure ineans 
consists of zipper 8. However, it should be understood 
that other means such as a plurality of Snap fasteners 
or a plurality of hooks connected by lacing, for example, 
may be used. Individual covers 2 and 34 in FIGS. 1 
through 4 may be provided for the upper and lower 
members respectively. These covers may be permanently 
stitched or sealed around the respective members 4 and 
6 or sitted or zippered openings may be provided in the 
covers to permit them to be removed from the members 
4 or 6. In another embodiment of the invention as 
shown in FIG. 5, a single cover 12 for the upper mem 
ber may be provided. 
A plurality of stiffening slats 16, made of some rigid 

material such as wood, metal, polyester resins or the 
like, are disposed between the upper and lower mem 
bers. One of the slats is shown partially removed in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. 

Referring more specifically to FIG. 1, the slats 6 
are shown inserted between the lower surface of cover 
12 and the upper surface of cover 4. In this embodi 
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2 
ment, the slats may be inserted randomly at any de 
sired interval. In the embodiment of the invention shown 
in FGS. 2 and 4, pockets 18 are formed by lateral rows 
of stitches 26 connecting the upper cover 12 and iower 
cover 14. In the embodiment as shown in FIG. 5, pockets 
8 are formed by sewing pocket covers 22 to the lower 

surface of cover 2. Open ends of the pockets in each 
case face the side of the mattress containing zipper 18. 
it should be understood that although the pockets are 
shown in a spaced relationship in the drawings, the 
pockets may be contiguous to one another forming a 
continuous series of pockets throughout the length of the 

attress. 
in use, the firmness of the mattress may initially be 

selected by piacing the denser and/or firmer side of the 
maitress either on top or on the bottom as desired. 
Firmness may then be adjusted for local areas by either 
insertion or removal of selected rigid slats 16 as de 
sired. The removal or insertion of these slats is ac 
connplished by opening zipper 10, removing or inserting 
the desired slats and then closing the zipper. 

Obviously, modifications and variations of the present 
invention are possible in the light of the above teach 
ings. It is, therefore, to be understood that, within the 
scope of the appended claims, the invention may be prac 
ticed otherwise than as specifically described. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent of the United States is: 
claim: 

1. A selectable firmness mattress comprising two stacked 
resilient members of different firmness having provision 
for reception of mattress firming slats therebetween, con 
necting means between said members, a plurality of mat 
tress firming slats substantially narrower in width than 
said resilient members, the firmness of said mattress 
being selectable by the reversal of said mattress from 
one side to the other and by the arrangement of said 
slats between said members. 

2. A selectable firmness mattress comprising two rec 
tangular stacked resilient members of different firmness, 
a plurality of pockets laterally disposed between said 
members, a corresponding plurality of slats so formed 
as to slidably fit into said pockets, ticking enclosing said 
resilient members having closure means disposed ad 
jacent to the open ends of said pockets, the firmness of 
said mattress being selectable by the reversal of said 
mattress from one side to the other and by the arranging 
of said slats within said pockets. 

3. A selectable firmness mattress comprising two rec 
tangular stacked members composed of resilient plastic 
material, said members having different resilient prop 
erties from one another, a plurality of laterally disposed 
pockets interposed between said members, a correspond 
ing plurality of rigid slats so formed as to slidably fit 
into said pockets, an enclosing ticking around said finem 
bers having zipper closure means laterally disposed on 
the side of said mattress adjacent to the open ends of 
said pockets, the firmness of said mattress being select 
able by suitable disposition of said slats within said 
pockets and by reversal of said mattress from one side 
to the other. 
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