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TECHNIQUES FOR IMPROVING ETCH RATE UNIFORMITY

Improved methods and apparatus for ion-assisted etch processing in a plasma
processing system are disclosed. In accordance with various aspects of the invention, an
elevated edge ring, a grooved edge ring, and a R coupled edge ring are disclosed. The
invention operates to improve etch rate uniformity across a substrate (wafer). Etch rate
uniformity improvement provided by the invention not only improves fabrication yields but

also is cost efficient and does not risk particulate and/or heavy metal contamination.
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