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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN MIDDLETON, a 

subject of the King of Great Britain, resid 
ing at New Bedford, in the county of Bris 
tol and State of Massachusetts, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in 
Combination-Tools, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention relates to a combination 

cutting and weaving or crocheting instru 
ment, comprehending particularly a pair of 
Scissors having one of its blades extended to 
form a Weaving or crocheting hook, and 
means for normally holding the blades of 
the Scissors closed, so that the blades will 
form the handle or shank of the hook, 
while the latter will serve as a guard to pre 
vent injury to the user by contact of the 
hand or fingers with the point of the other 
blade. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

an implement of this character which affords 
convenience in the operation of weaving or 
crocheting and cutting the threads employed 
as occasion requires, and which also permits 
of the use of the scissors for ordinary pur 
poses, the means for holding the blades nor 
mally closed also acting to maintain the 
blades of the Scissors in proper relation when 
closed even in the event of the loosening of 
the pivot of the blades, so as to avoid rela 
tive displacement of the parts from Wear. 
The invention consists of the features of 

construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, in which :- 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the im 
proved combination implement, the blades 
thereof being shown in closed position. Fig. 
2 is a similar view showing the blades in 
open position. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of the blade closing spring. 
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Referring to the drawing, 1 and 2 desig 
nate the blades of a pair of Scissors, which 
may be of ordinary form, and which are 
pivotally connected by a pivot pin, screw 
or rivet 3 and provided with rearwardly ex 
tending shanks 4 having loops 5 as usual for 
the insertion of the thumb and One of the 
fingers of the hand in manipulating the 
Scissors. 
In accordance with my invention, one of 

the blades of the Scissors, in the present in 
stance, the blade 2, is provided with an ex 
tension 6 constituting a weaving or crochet 

ing hook curved upwardly beyond the cut 
ting edge of said blade and in the Feverse 
direction to the back edges of the blades, 
which latter when closed form a handle or 
shank which is gi'asped by the operator in 
the operation of using the hook. 

It will be understood from the foregoing 
description that a single implement is pro 
vided embodying a pair of Scissors and a 
hook for the purpose described, which ad 
mits of the independent use of the scissors 
for ordinally purposes, and the independent 
use of the hook 6, and in which the scissors 
are at the same time always conveniently ef 
fective for use in cutting the threads or yarn 
used in the weaving or crocheting operation 
as circumstances require, thus reducing to a 
material extent time and labor in weaving 
or crocheting an article, as Well as increased 
convenience in providing a single tool for 
the purpose over the necessity of the oper 
ator employing independent tools. 

In order to hold the blades normally 
closed, so that the device can be readily em 
ployed in weaving or crocheting, as well as 
to prevent relative displacement of the 
blades in the event of loosening or wear of 
the pivot 3, a closing spring is provided con 
sisting of a U-shaped strip 7 of spring metal. 
This strip has its arms 8 arranged in paral 
lel relation so as to fit easily between the 
shanks 4 of the blades, and these arms are 
formed with integral portions which are 
bent outwardly and laterally from one of 
the longitudinal edges thereof to provide 
sleeves or bands 9 which embrace the shanks 
4 and thus Secure the spring in operative 
position. 
The bight or return portion of the spring 

is arranged at the forward end of the strip 
and lies immediately in rear of the body 
portions of the blades, so as to permit the 
arms 8 to be spread when the loops 5 are 
forced apart to permit ready opening of the 
blades. When the outward pressure upon 
the loops 5 is removed, the spring reacts and 
its arms approach each other and return to 
normal position to automatically close the 
blades. 

It will be apparent that by the described 
construction of the spring any possibility of 
the accidental opening of the blades while 
the device is being used in weaving or cro 
cheting, and consequent danger of injury to 
the operator, is avoided, and the necessity of 
the operator resorting to the inconvenient 
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action of holding the blades closed in such 
use of the tool obviated, and that by the for 
Ward extension of the hook beyond the point 
of the blade 1 said hook serves as an effective 
guard to prevent possibility of a hand or 
finger of the operator coming in contact 
with the point of the latter named blade and 
being injured. Furthermore, the spring 
keeps the blades of the scissors in proper re 
lation at all times for an effective cutting 
action, and permits the same to be employed 
for any of the ordinary purposes for which 
Scissors are employed. 
Having thus fully described the inven 

tion, what is claimed as new, is:- 
1. A device of the class described com 

prising a pair of pivotally connected blades 
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provided with shanks and actuating handles, 
a hooked extension projecting from the 
outer end of one of the blades, and a spring arranged between and connecting the shanks 
of the blades, said spring serving to hold the 
blades normally closed and adapted to per 
mit of a free opening movement E. 

2. A device of the class described com 
prising a pair of pivotally connected blades 
provided with shanks and actuating handles, 
a hooked extension projecting from the outer 
end of one of the blades, and a U-shaped 
spring arranged between the shanks with its 
arms bearing thereon, and having said arms 
provided with integral fingers bent to form 
clasps engaging the shanks and connecting 
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the spring thereto, said spring Serving to 
hold the blades normally closed and adapt 
ed to permit the free opening movement 
thereof. 

3. A device of the character described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected 
blades provided with shanks and actuating 
handles, and a spring comprising a U-shaped 
strip of spring metal having its bite por 
tion arranged E. the forward ends of 
the shanks and its arms extending rear 
wardly and bearing against the inner sides 
of the shanks, said arms being formed with 
integral fingers bent to form clasps Sur 
rounding the shanks and connecting said 
arms thereto, said springs Serving to hold 
the blades normally closed and adapted to 
permit free opening movement thereof. 

4. A device of the character described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected 
blades provided with shanks and actuating 
handles, a hooked extension projecting from 
the outer end of one of the blades, and a U 
shaped spring arranged between the shanks 
and having clasps engaging the same, said 
spring serving to hold the blades normally 
closed to form a handle for said extension. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN MIDDLETON. 
Witnesses: 

ROBERT PARKINSON, 
JoSEPH SINGLETON. 
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