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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY RENSCH, a citi 

zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Quincy, in the county of Adams and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Fire-Escapes; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in theart to which 

Io it appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters or figures of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 

15 This invention relates to that class of fire 
escapes which are attached to the window 
casing, and are provided with ropes which may 
be let down from the outside of the building 
to form a means of escape; and it consists in 

2O the construction and combination of the parts, 

body of a person, the end of the other rope 
may be grasped by a person within the build 
ing, or even by a person who descends, and 
will act as a friction-coil by means of which 
the descent may be regulated. 
To the interior of the window-casing, pref. 

erably beneath the sill of the window, I pro 
vide a suitable longitudinal box, which has a 
central depression or receptacle and a curved 
hinged lid, the receptacle at the center of this 
box being for the purpose of receiving suitable 
tools and implements-as a hatchet-Which 
will serve as a weight and cause the rope to 
uncoil more readily. This box incloses all the 
operating parts of the fire-escape hereinbefore 
described. 
When it is desirable to place the fire-escape 

in aposition for use, the box is opened, and the 
bracket carrying the roller is raised and turned 
so as to extend out of the Window, this bracket 

as will be hereinafter more fully set forth, and being of a sufficient length to carry the roller 
pointed out in the claim. outwardly for a sufficient distance from the 
In the annexed drawings, which illustrate building to pass beyond all signs, trimmings, 

my invention, Figure i is a perspective view or other projections which may be attached 
25 of the interior of a room, showing the appa- thereto. These arms assume very near a hori 

ratus attached to a window. Fig. 2 is an ex zontal position, and when the apparatus is 
terior perspective view, showing the apparatus not used asafire-escape a board may be placed 
in position ready for use. - 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
3o window-casing, which is provided on its ex 

terior portion, near the bottom of the same, 
with outwardly-projecting brackets a, having 
angular recessed ends. 
To the interior of the window-casing are 

35 pivoted two arms or brackets, BB, which have 
their ends bent, substantially as shown, so as 
to reduce the width of the same. The ends of 
these brackets are united by a cross rod or 
bar, C, which is pivoted within the same so as 

4o to rotate freely. To this roller or cross-bar C 
is attached one or more ropes or a flexible 
ladder. If a single rope is employed, it is 
provided at its end with suitable snap-hooks 
and a weight, the weight being for the pur 

45 pose of causing the rope to rapidly uncoil and 
descend, and the snap-hooks for forming a 
loop or loops which may be placed around the 
body of a person. When two ropes are em 
ployed, one may be coiled around the rodiman 

5o opposite direction, and by this means, when 
one end of the rope is fastened around the 

thereon, thus forming a scaffold upon which a 
person may stand when it is desirable to wash 
the outside of the windows. 
By this device it is evident that a person 

may be lowered from a building either by his 
own efforts unassisted or by the assistance of 
the person within or without the building, 
and I also provide a means which, being per 
manently attached to the building, is always in 
position when required for use. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The receptacle herein described, having a 

central downwardly-enlarged portion and a 
curved cover, in combination with a roller, C, 
and bracket B, adapted to operate substan 
tially as shown and described. 
In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
HENRY RENSCH. 

Witnesses: 
A. W. SWARTWOUT, 
EDWARD ORSCHEL. 
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