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1 
This invention Irelates to improvements in 

Caskets or burial cases and is particularly directed 
to CaSketS Which are hermetically sealed. More 
Specifically, the inWeintion 1resides in the prowision 
Of an inproved Sealing arrangement for caskets 
Of the type enploying separately movable head 
aind foot lid Sections. For an illustration of the 
type of a casket to which the present improve 
Illetatis aire related, 1reference may be had to the 
preViotisly iSSued patent to Purkiss, 2,284,921, is 
Sted JUIne 2, 1942. - 

It haSbeen the object of the present inventor 
to prowide an improved Casket constrtiction 
Wherein the Casket is hermetically Sealed by 
IllealS Of gaSkets extending betWeen the adjacent 
I131gimS of the body and Iid Sections and more 
particularly Wherein the sealing means between 
the body and the lid sections cooperate With seal 
ing Ineans between the sections themselves to 
provide for a complete seal at all points when the 
tWO Sections are drawn down into contact with 
the body. 
The type of casket Which employs What is 

KIOWin as a CUlt-top, or a top Composed of sec 
tions Which are independentily movable, reguires, 2 
a highly eficient Sealing arrangement between 
the Sections as Well as between the Sections and 
the body of the Casket. The sealing relationship 
between the transverse sealing means, thatis, the 
Sealing Irileans betWeen the sections and the Seal 
ing 11eans betWeen the sections and the body, 
presents a problem which is exceeedingly dificult 
of Sollition aS Will be evident froman understand 
ing Of the 1Telationship of the sections and the 
body. The problen Iparticularly centers itself in : 
the aSSOCiation of the seals at the point where 
the tranSVerse Seal contacts or is associated with 
the Imain body Seal. The present inventor has 
provided an improved sealing means which com 
pletely Seals the casket particularly at the junc 
tUIre of the gaskets above Ireferred to. 
Other objects and Certain advantages of the 

invention Will be more fully apparent from a 
description of the drawings, in which: 

Figuire 1 is a, perSpective Wiew of a, butial case 
or casket of the cut-top type incorporating the 
inproved Sealing ineans, the view showing the 
head Section of the top partially open. 

IFigUIre 2 is a, Sectional View taken on line 2-2, 
Figure 1, transversely of the center of the casket : 
and through the joint betWeen the op sections, 
this Wiew illustrating the transverse gasket in 
pOSition for Sealing iia full lines and in position 
of Inoll-use in dot and dash, 1ines. 

2 --- -- 

portion of the transverse Seal Where the Sections 
theteto are joined, the Wiew Showing the end 
of one section Secured in position and the end 
of the other in position to be Secured. 

IFigure 4 is a, Sectional Wiew enlalged oult of 
Figure 2 detailing the Structulte of the gasket 
where a, transverse portion joins the body gasket. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective Wiew of 

a, Imodified form of the inVention ShoWing the id 
partially Iraised and illustrating the Construction 
of the seal particularly at the juncture of the 
tramSWerse Seal portions With those portions of 
the gasket extended around the body. 
Figure 6 is a, Sectional WieW taken tranSVersely 

of the 1id and body portion of the casket showing 
the lid Section down and about to be clamped, 
this view illustrating the modification of IFigure 5. 

Figulre 7 is a, View takein Similair to 6 but Show 
ing the lid Section fully Clamped in poSition. 

Figulte 8 is a, Sectional view taken through the 
trainsVerSe Seal Showing the Superimposed gaskets 
in Clamped, sealed Iposition. 

IReferting to the draWings, a Casket is gen 
erally ShoWin in Figure 1. It is eVident that it is 
Uninecessary toillustrate any details of the Casket 
beyond those Which are Wital to an understand 
ing of the improved Sealing Imeans of this inven 
tion. The Casket CompriSes in genetal a, body 
portion I0, a, 1head top section II, and a, foot top 
Section 2. These are hinged to the rear of the 
body in the conventional Imanner (not shown). 
The Casket inCludes the usual handles 3. 
A Clamping Ineans is prowided for pulling the 

Sections dOWT1 upon the body Whera the Casket 
is to be finally Sealed up. The means for operat 
ing the pul-down apparatus protruldes atione end 
of the Casket as at I4. The pull-down studis I5 
aire apparent on the UInderside of the Iraised head 
Section in the marginal fainge 6 thereof. These 
studs areadapted to enter apertures IT in the 
narginal fianges 8 of the body. The clamping 
elements which cooperate with the studs for en 
gaging and locking thern are Inot Shown since de 
tails are unimportant to an understanding of the 
Seal. Reference Imay be had to Patent 2,284,921 
previotisly referred to for an understanding of a, 
means for Clamping or draWing the Sections down 
UIpoin the body. - 
The marginal fianges 18 of the body extend 

inWardly in a, hotizontal plane and are turned 
downwardly as at I9 for stifening the fianges. 
One of the lid sections, in this instance the foot 
section 12, prowides a, gasket Supporting flange 
OI ledge 20 extending laterally from the inner end 

FigUIre3 is a fragmentary enlarged view of that) 35 Wall of the section and provided with a down 
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Wardly ttarned fange 2 for stiferning the Sa111e. 
The adjacent end Wail of the head Section II f in 
cludes an overiainging fange oi Seal eingaging 
portion 22 of the Saine width as the fiamage 2. 
These ialinges 3G aliad 32 a1e al of t?e Saile CC11 
tour transversely of the Casket and ale efective 
for eingaging the sealing ineans thelebetWeen. 
?n the fitst folm of the inveintioll disClosed 

hetein the body gasket 23 extends COIntiatioulSiy 
atotind the top of the fainge 8 aind thelefole ell 
tirely around the CaSiket body, Its ia lidelSide 
is fixed to the iainge aInd thele iS a Slight We:- 
haing 24 on the innet Side Of the inaliginal ainges 
of the b0dy fol pOSitioning the galSiket theite01. 
Immediatiely adjaCent the Sealing flainges O1. 
1edges 20 and 22, the body gaSket iSpitoVided With 
Sealiag toingueS or Stitips Of gasket Diaterial 2. 
The toingues ol Sealing StitipSare of IeSS Width 

thain the Sealing fiaingeSaind ale of greater tinick 
ImeSS thain the In011al Width betWeein the fiangeS 
20 and 22 Whein the lid SectionSaite doWin aind 
not clamped. Their points of integral attach 
Iment to the body Sealing gasket aire Substantially 
Centrally of the Width thereof. They ate of Sulf 
ficient, 1ength So that When they are draWin into 

- pOSition upon the fainge (Figure 2) 20 theit ends 
; ‘Will oWerlapasShoWin at 26. The ends alte Skiyed 
: So as to Imate and to prowide Contact Sealing Sult 
f3CeS of ConSiderable ate3. The eilds ate at 

--tached or diraWin into poSition, With the Skived : 
ends OVerlapping, by IThealins of SCiteWS 2T-27, 
oinein the eind ofeach Sealing Strip adjaceant the 
skived portions. Thesescrews 2T preferably are 
Imade of Irubber of at least ate rubber headed. 
'HoWeVet, they Imalay be designed from any Imate 
.rial so_long as it does motinterfere With the ef 
ficacy of the titaimSWerse Seal. "These Screws are 
fixed in operningS 23 in the Strips and their at 
taChing ends are adapted to engage throligh 
apertures 29 in the fiange 20. 
The leingths of the strips arecalculated so as 

tonecessitatesomestretching. These stripsimay 
berfotmed of 1ubber and thus they ate elastic 

.enough to permit Stretchingto bring the Screws 
into alignment With the openings 29 in the 
fanges. - When the lid section is drawn down 

. Upon.the body, the overhanging fiange 22 there 
of Will eingage the 1Tubber Strips and the rubber 

. Will iOW laterally im. the Space between the 
flanges filling.the space and prowiding a, perfect ; 
Seal through0ut the joint. AlSO, When the 

. ianges of the lid Sections engage.the 1ongitudi 
Inally Iribbed or beaded upper surfaces of the body 
gaSket, the iTubber of the body gasket Will Spitead 
?ut or floW. and aid Imaterially in the Sealing 

, Operation. 
When the foot Section is: 11p, .the Strips Will 

haing looSely inside the Casket, as Shown.in Figulte 
. 2 arld Will Inot·lbe UInSightly. They Can be ticked 
inalong the sides of the casket and maybe.con 
cealed by the 1ining.thereof. 1f, desired, the 
titaimSVerSegasket Imaybe in one piece, that is, he 
joint 26 may be eliminated and the .trainswerse 

, gasket is thein metely a loop Which can be drawn 
, Up intio position over the fiange 20 When the foot 
Section is Iowered. 
In the modificationshown in Figures, 5 to 8, in 

, Clusive, three gaskets alte.emoloyed, one of these 
being a body gasket, 35. This gasket is continul 
o11S extending entirely around the Innarginal 
1fange, 18 of the body portion and being attached 

. thetetio. Its . 11pper Surface . is longittldinally 

. beaded or 1ribbed as in the preceding form. "The 
foot). 1id Section employs. a, gasket, 36 extending 
entirely around its front, back, and end fianges 

5 

4 
and attached theretio; that is to say, a gasket 
Section Which is of U-Shape in general top plan 
Wiew7. The foot section incluldeS the Same tranS 
WerSegasket Supportingledge 20 as in the preced 
ing form. A continuous tranSVerSegasket por 
tion 37 joins the ends of the gasket 36 (Figule 5) 
So that the gaSket 36 Imay be Said tio haWe a 
1ooped portion at its ininer end. Therends of the 
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gaslket 36 include Skived portions 38 extending 
Out fitom under the foot Section of the lid. 
T In the instaince of the head Section of the lid, 
tine:Same arraingement is prowided, its gaSket) 39 
inCluding the tramSverse 1oop 40. The trans 
WerSe: 100por gasket Section 40 is Secured to an 
OVethainging fiange or ledge CorreSponding t0 the 
Iedge 22 Of the first form. ILikeWiSe, this gaSket 
39. includes Skiyed portions extending out from 
11ndet the front and back fianges thereof, the 
skiwing being formed to Imate With the Skiwing 
38 of the gasket 36. As Will be appairent from 
Figtre 8, the gasket 40 overlies oris SUperimp0Sed 
upoin the gasket 3I When the lid Sections are low 
ered. The gasket 39 is Inotiched out as at 4I So as 
to clear the 1ower ends of the transwerse gasket 
31. The gaskets-36 and 39 are plain, that isto 
Say, they do mot have beading. Their under sur 
faces engage the Itibbed 01 beaded top Surface of 
the gasket 35 and Seal With, 1tespect theretio as 
irldicated in FigUIre 7. 
Thus, it Will be Seen that in thiS Imodification, 

3, Continlous double gaSket COIntact iS aSSIred 
throughout the Seal and the.joint between the 
two Iid gaskets is efectively accomplished 

. through the SkiVed portionS. 
Haying described my invention, I claina: 

. 1. In a butial casket of the type including, a, 
body, and, independentily movable. top Sections 
ImouInted on the body at, the 1tear theteof and 
haWing theit inner ends disposed immediately ad 
jacent When Closed; Imarginal Sealing gasket 
means extending entirely around and between 
theadiacentimairginsof the body and top Sections, 
a.tranSVerSer Sealing gaskety.adapted to Seal the 
?oint between the top Sections, Said tramSverSe 
g3Sket consisting of a pair of StripS, the stripS 
atta Ched to the front and 1real portionS, of the 

: 1mairginal sealing gasket, one of the top Sections 
including 2:transwerse ledge alongits innerend 
Wal OVel: Which Said StripSaire placed, Ianeanson 
theledge for securing the adjacent ends of the 
StripStogether, and theends of Said strips formed 
for overlapicing sealing engagement. 
2. 1n a, burial casket of the type including a 

body, independentily Imovable top Sections Imount 
ed on the body at the Irear thereof and having 
their inner ends disposed immediately adjacent 
Wherl ClOSed, and: 11airginal Sealing gaSketS eX 
tending around the entire Imargins of the 1respec 
tiWe Sections incltiding tranSVerse portions at the 
adjacerat ends of the Sections, those tranSVerse 
portions of the respective gaskets Which are dis 
posed adjacently whern the sections are 1owered 
overlapning for forming a, Sealed joint between 
the SectionS. 

3. Ira a burial Casket of the type including a 
body, Independietatily Imoyable top Sections Imount 
ed Oia.the body a the: 1teat theteof and having 
theit inmer ends discosed immediately adiacent 
Filen CloSed, a Tilaginal Sealing gasket exterading 
61rolind the inalgin of the body and including an 
iitegal traithSVerSe.g3Sket adapted to Seal the 
joint betiveern the top sections. 
4. In a, burial Casket of the type including, a 

body, and independentily movable top sections 
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1mounted on the body at the 1rear thereof and 
1haying their inner ends disposed immediately ad 
jacent When Closed; a, 111arginal Sealing gasket 
extending entirely around and betWeen the adja 
cent margins of the body and top SectiO11S, a 
transverse Sealing gasket adapted to Seal the 
joint betWeen the top SectiOImS, Said trainSVe:Se 
gasket consisting of an element formed Of Tub 
ber or the like formed integrally With the 131 
ginal sealing gasket, and a trainSVerse 1edge 
formed on one of Said top Sections Upoin Which 
said transverse gasket is disposed, the Other top 
section including a fiange OVerlapping Said trainS 
verse gasket for Sealing the joint betWeen the 
top SectionS. 

5. In a, burial casket of the type inclulding a 
body, independently movable top Sections 11Oulat 
ed on the body at the Irear thereof and ha Wing 
their inner ends disposed immediatelly adjacent 
when closed, Imarginal Sealing gaskets eXteinding 
around the entire Imargins of the 1TeSpective SeC 
tions, each gasket including a trainsWerSe portion 
at the adjacent ininer ends of the Sections, thOSe 
transverse portions of the Irespective gasketiS 
which are disposed adjacently When the Sections 
are lowered overlapping for forming a Sealed 
joint between the Sections, and a, ContinulOuS 
Imarginal sealing gasket eXtending entitely 
around the body engageable by the Sealing gas 
kets of the Sections. 

6. In a, burial casket of the type including a, 
body, independently Inovable top Sections Imount 
ed on the body at the Irear thereOf and haWing 
their inner ends disposed immediatiety adjacent 
when closed, a, Imarginal Sealing gasket extending 
entirely around the Imargin of the body, a, tramS 
verse sealing gasket, 11aving its ends Secured to 
said marginal sealing gasket and adapted to Seal 
the joint between the top Sections, Said tranS 
verse gasket disposed on the inner end Wal of 
one of Said top Sections, and Said top Section 
including 1means for Supporting the gasket). 

7. In a burial casket of the type including a 
body, independentily Imovable top Sections Illount 
ed on the body at the 1rear thereof and haWiling 
their inner ends disposed immediately adjacent 
when Closed, a, Imarginal Sealing gasket eXteind 
ing entirely around the 11argin of the b0dy, a, 
transverse sealing gasket having its ends Secured 
to Said Imarginal Sealing gasket and adapted to 
to Seal the joint betWeen the top SectionS, Said 
transverse gasket disposed ola the inmer end Wal 
of one of Said top sections, Said top Section in 
Cluding Ineans for stipporting the gasket, Said 
transwerse Sealing gasket Consisting of Sections 
having Skived adjacent ends adapted tio OVerlap 
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6 
and ineans for Securing Said adjacent ends to 
Said 11eans Which Supports the tramSWerSegasket, 

8. In a, burial CaSket of the type inclulding a, 
body, independentily 10Wable top Sections Imount 
ed Oil the bOdy at the Irear thereof arld haViring 
theil inler ends disOOSed iminediately adjacerat 
Whein ClOSed, a, 11arginal Sealing gasket Imeans 
eXteinding entiTely around and betWeen the ad 
jaCent) 1airgins of the body and top Sections, a 
tramSWerSe Sealing gasketadapted to Seal the joiInt 
betWeen the top Sections, Said transverse gasket 
10unted IrelatiWe to the inner end Wal of one 
?f Said top SectionSaind hawing its ends forined 
integitally With the 11airginal Sealinggasket means 
Whereby a, hernetic Seal is formed When Clamp 
ing preSSUlte is applied to bring the top sections 
CiOWin Uporl the body7. -- 

9. In a, burial Casket of the type including a, 
body, independentily Inovable top Sections mount 
ed Oil the body at the 1rear thereof and having 
their ininer ends diSposed iminediately adjacent 
Wilein ClOSed, a, 11arginal Sealing gasket extend 
ing arotInd the 11argin of the body adjacent to 
the 11airginal ianges of the Sections, Imarginal 

5 Sealing gaSketS eXteinding around the Imargins 
of the top Sections, those ends of the respective 
top Section gaskets Which are disposed adjacently 
Wheil the Sections are 1oWered overlapping for 
forming a Sealed joint, and transverse gasket 
11ealins adapted to Seal the joint between the top 
Sections, Said transverse gasket means being 
10UInted along the adjacent inner end Walls of 
the Sections, and integrally connected to one of 
the 11airginal gaskets. 

10. IIl a, burial Casket of the type including a 
body portion, independently movable lid sections 
haWing theirinner ends adjacentily disposed whem 
ClOSed, 11eans for Sealing the joint between the 
Iid Sections and the body portion, and sealing 
11eans extending transversely of the casket rel 
ative to the adjacent ends of the lid sections for 
Sealing the joint therebetween, said 1atter seal 
ing Ineams Constituting an integral extension of 
the iTSt Inamed Ineans for sealing and prowiding 
therefore Continulous unbroken seaing means for 
the Casket. 

JAMDES J. MICEWAIN. 

REFERENCES CIEI) 
The folloWing Irefereinces are of Irecord in the 

ile Of this patent: 
UNITED STATES IPATENTS 

INUIrinber Naine Date 
146,381 Chailes ----------- Jam. 13, 1874 

2.284,921 Furtiss ------------- Juline 2, 1942 


