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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomn PorTERTON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lynn,
in the county of Essex and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Clothes-Lifters; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains, to make and use the
same.

The present invention relates to an im-
proved clothes-lifter used in lifting clothes
from boilers, &c.; and it has for its objects
to produce a simple and efficient device of
this character which can be utilized to stir
and lift clothes from a boiler or other recep-
tacle and to so construct the same that it
will be enabled to grip a single small article
of apparel, such as a handkerchief, even
though such article should be spread out
upon and in close contact with the bottom of
the boiler, and also to produce a device of
this character which can be used as a stirring-
stick and which can be conveniently grasped
with one hand when so used, and, further, to
improve the form and arrangement of the
gripping-jaws, so that they will effectually
grip and hold the garments which it is de-
sired to remove from the boiler or other re-
ceptacle in which they may be under treat-
ment in boeiling liquid.

To.the above end the présent invention eon-
sists of the clothes-lifter construction and ar-
rangement, as will be hereinafter described
and claimed. ,

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows a side elevation of the de-
vice with the jaws open. Fig. 2 shows a lon-

gitudinal central section, the ends of the han-

dles being broken away; and Fig. 3 shows a
plan view, portions being broken away.

In the drawings, A represents the improved
clothes-lifter, comprising the integral levers
@ and o', which are hinged at ¢?in such man-
ner that the longer ends of the levers form

handles o® and the shorter ends form the grip-’

ping and stirring jaws o’. The levers g and
«’ are made of wood and are preferably formed
as shown in the drawings, the lever o’ being

substantially straight from end to end and

the lever o being bent, as shown at o, thus

‘bringing its gripping-jaw «f in a different

~plane from its handle a®. By.so constructing

the levers I produce a strong device and en-
able the gripping-jaws to come into close con-
tact with each other along their entire length,
and also enable the handles a® to be brought
close together, whereby a close grip may be
obtained upon the garments which it is de-
sired to remove from the boiler, and at the
same time, when the device is used as a stir-
ring-stick, the jaws and handles being in close
contact, the device may be readily grasped in
one hand and forms practically a single inte-
gral bar or stick. ,

The pivotal connection of the levers ¢ and
@' is formed as follows: The lever ¢ has a
widened portion, as shown at b, and in this
widened portion b is formed a slot &, which
has at each end an inclined shoulder b2 and
b%. The lever a is passed through the slot o’
and secured therein by a pivot-pin a2, as be-
fore stated, the lever o being of a thickness
in cross-section to readily pass through and
fit the slot &’ in the lever ¢/, and when the le-
vers ¢ and o' are secured together, as shown,
the walls of the slot b’ will prevent any side-
wise movement or play of the levers and will
position the jaws and handles in alinement
with each other. The inclined shoulders 2
and b in the slot ' permit a free movement
of the lever ¢ in the slot b’ to bring the jaws
and handles in close contact, as before stated.
and in order that the handles may when
closed be readily grasped in one hand they
are preferably flatiened, as shown at af, so
that when brought close together they are sub-
stantially circular in eross-section.

The jaws a*are gradually tapered from the
point ¢ to the end thereof, and the corners
and ends are rounded, as shown, in order that
when brought together and used as a stirrer
there may be no sharp corners to inj uriously
act on the garments.

The gripping-faces of the jaws are formed,
-as shown, with the complemental projections
and grooves ¢®and ¢ so arranged that when
the jaws are brought together the projections
and grooves will nest into each other, where-
by a close and sure grip upon the garment
will result and whereby the garment will be
gripped along the whole surface of the jaws
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and not st two or three points along their
faces.

In forming the gripping-faces on the jaws
they areso positioned relatively to each other
that a hook-shaped end a”is formed upon the
end of the jaw afon lever a, and the end
of the jaw «! on lever ¢’ is rounded to corre-
spond therewith, said hook o’ being adapted
to be moved over the bottom of the boiler or
other receptacle in close contact therewith
and engage a small article, such as a hand-
kerchief, and lift it up, so that it may be
gripped and removed when desired.

The jaws afand handles are so construcled
relatively to each other that when the jaws
are closed the handles at their ends will be
normally slightly apart, as shown at b’ the
result being that when a fine or thin garment
is gripped the elasticity of the handles when
forced together will cause the jaws to exert
an elastic grip upon the garment, and there-
by insure the effective gripping of the same.

If desired, I may cut away the jaw ot of le-
ver o’ back of its gripping-face, as shown at
b%, forming a recess 07, when the jaws are
closed,toaccommodate a bunching of the gar-
ments, which may occur when gripping the
same.

It will be noted that when the jaws are
closed the ends thereof come together, form-
ing asmooth, tapered, and rounded end, which
can be used to punch and stir the garments
in the boiler without danger of tearing or oth-
erwise injuring the same.

The use of the device bas been fully ex-
plained in the foregoing deseription of its con-

struction, and further explanation is deemed
unnecessary.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States—

1. As an article of manufacture, a clothes-
lifter comprising the integral pivoted levers
having gripping-jaws provided with comple-
mental projections and grooves and rounded
outer edges and corners, one jaw having a
hook-shaped projection on its end, the other
jaw having a correspondingly-rounded end to
engage therewith, substantially as described.

9. As an article of manufacture, a clothes-
lifter comprising the integral levers, hav-
ing gripping-jaws provided with complemen-
tal projections and grooves, the surfaces of
the projections engaging the surfaces of the
grooves, one of said jaws being provided on its
end with a hook and the opposing-face of the
other jaw being rounded to correspond to the
said hook, the outer sides and edges of the
ends of both jaws being rounded, the grip-
ping-jaws being provided with a recess back
of the gripping-faces thereof, and the levers
being so coustructed that when the gripping-
jaws are closed the handles thereof will noxr-
mally be slightly apart, substantially as de-
seribed. :

In testimony whereof I affix my signatur
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN POTTERTON.

Witnesses:
EpwARD WARREN,
A. E. WHYTE.
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