HU000034623T2
X

19 HU (1) Lajstromszam: E 034 623 (13 T2
! MAGYARORSZAG
\\\\\\\ Szellemi Tulajdon Nemzeti Hivatala

SZOVEGENEK FORDITASA

(21) Magyar tigyszam: E 13 759022 (51)Int.cl. B65D 83/04 (2006.01)
(22) A bejelentés napja: 2013. 07. 24. A61J 7/00 (2006.01)
(96) Az eurdpai bejelentés bejelentési szama (86) A nemzetkdzi (PCT) bejelentési szam:

EP 20130759022 PCT/IL 13/050631
(97) Az eurdpai bejelentés kdzzétételi adatai: (87) A nemzetkdzi kdzzétételi szam:

EP 2879974 A2 2014. 02. 06. WO 14020594
(97) Az eurdpai szabadalom megadasénak meghirdetési adatai:

EP 2879974 B1 2017. 08. 23.
(30) Elsébbségi adatok: (73) Jogosult(ak):

22118612 2012. 07. 30. IL P.C.O.A. Devices Ltd., 65272 Tel Aviv (IL)

22607413 2013. 04. 30. IL
(72) Feltalalo(k): (74) Képvisels:

PAZ, llan, 90433 Alon Shvut (IL) SBGK Szabadalmi Ugyvivéi Iroda, Budapest
(54) Szilard gyégyszerpirulak tarolasara és kiadagolasara szolgalé tartaly

Az eurdpai szabadalom ellen, megadasanak az Eurdpai Szabadalmi K6zlonyben valé meghirdetésétél szamitott kilenc hénapon bellil,
felszélalast lehet benyujtani az Eurépai Szabadalmi Hivatalnal. (Eurépai Szabadalmi Egyezmény 99. cikk(1))

A forditast a szabadalmas az 1995. évi XXXIII. térvény 84/H. §-a szerint nyujtotta be. A forditas tartalmi helyességét a Szellemi Tulajdon
Nemzeti Hivatala nem vizsgalta.




EP 2 879 974 B1

(19)

Eurcpiisches
Patentarni
Eurcpean

Patent Office

S @y  EP 2879974 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION
(45) Date of publication and mention (51) IntCl.:
of the grant of the patent: B65D 83/04(2006.01) A61J 7100 (2006.01)

23.08.2017 Bulletin 2017/34
(86) International application number:

(21) Application number: 13759022.0 PCT/IL2013/050631

(22) Date of filing: 24.07.2013 (87) International publication number:
WO 2014/020594 (06.02.2014 Gazette 2014/06)

(54) A RECEPTACLE FOR CONTAINING AND DISPENSING SOLID MEDICINAL PILLS
BEHALTER ZUR AUFNAHME UND AUSGABE FESTER MEDIZINISCHER PILLEN
RECEPTACLE POUR CONTENIR ET DISTRIBUER DES COMPRIMES MEDICINAUX SOLIDES

(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventor: PAZ, llan
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB 90433 Alon Shvut (IL)
GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR (74) Representative: Kilger, Ute
Designated Extension States: Boehmert & Boehmert
BA ME Anwaltspartnerschaft mbB

Pettenkoferstrasse 22
(30) Priority: 30.07.2012 IL 22118612 80336 Miinchen (DE)

30.04.2013 IL 22607413
(56) References cited:

(43) Date of publication of application: EP-A2- 0 869 079 DE-U1-20 210 715
10.06.2015 Bulletin 2015/24 DE-U1-202006 011 530 US-A- 4 237 884
US-A- 4 237 884 US-A1- 2008 164 275

(73) Proprietor: P.C.O.A. Devices Ltd.
65272 Tel Aviv (IL)

Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 2 879 974 B1 2

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to the field of con-
trolled medication administration. Particularly, the
presentinvention relates to medication dispensers. More
particularly, the present invention relates to a receptacle
for containing and dispensing solid medicinal pills.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A major problem in hospitals and nursing facil-
ities, where pills are dispensed on a regular basis, is that
pills are brought manually by a medical person to a pa-
tient who then manually takes them for swallowing. Un-
fortunately, many patients receiving medication are grog-
gy, shaky or infirm. During the handling of the pills, the
patient may drop the pills, which will result in their be-
coming contaminated or even lost.

[0003] Another serious problem in hospitals, and in
general, is with the control of the distribution of narcotic
pain killers, where patients are known to palm the same
in order to transfer and/or sell the pill to an unauthorized
user.

[0004] Itis anobjectofthe presentinvention to obviate
these and other associated problems by providing a re-
ceptacle for containing and dispensing solid medicinal
pills wherein said receptacle is provided with dispensing
means provided with a sealable dispensing closure,
wherein displacement of the closure from its sealed po-
sition, to enable the dispensing of a pill, is actuated by
the mouth of the user.

[0005] Since the unique receptacle of the present in-
vention is designed to specifically and only dispense one
or more pills directly into the mouth of the designated
patient there is no danger that a patient who is groggy,
shaky or infirm will drop the pill(s) and much less danger
of transfer and/or sale of a pill to an unauthorized user
once it has been in the mouth of the designated patient.
[0006] There exist prior art devices for containing and
dispensing solid medicinal pills, however, they all have
difficulties or drawbacks associated with them.

[0007] US 5,259,531 to Bennett discloses a container
for storing and dispensing pills which dispenses individ-
ual pills by manually operating a lever. The container
employs a hollow vertical cylinder having an upper region
for receiving pills and a lower region from which pills are
dispensed. The lower region has a first opening in its
lower end which is adapted to pass a pill therethrough
and has at least one second opening in its side wall. In
use, it is first necessary to fill the upper region with pills
to be dispensed. The container is then tapped gently or
subjected to similar movements, and one of the pills in
the upper region will be moved into engagement with a
section which is connected to a lever. When the lever is
in its first position, the section is placed under the third
opening in order to receive any pill delivered through the
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third opening thereto. When the lever is in its second
position, the section is placed above the first opening in
order to deliver any pill previously received by the section
to the first opening for discharge therethrough.

[0008] Bennett’s containeris manually operable which
requires the user to remove the pill therefrom and transfer
it to his mouth via his hand. Thus, a groggy, shaky or
infirm user may drop, contaminate and even lose the pill,
as described herein above.

[0009] US 4,402,425 to von Schukmann discloses a
tablet dispensing container having a spring-loaded slide
pushbutton operated to release one tablet and bottom
projection to hold back others. The container for the dis-
pensing of individual tablets one by one comprises a tab-
let drop-out opening provided in the wall of the container
below a storage chamber, a spring-loaded slide traveling
in front of the region of the opening and releasing in each
case one of the tablets so that it can drop out, the slide
having associated with it a division finger which, in the
depressed position of the slide which is continued to-
wards the outside by an actuating button, blocks the path
between the bottom opening of the storage chamber and
the tablet drop-out opening.

[0010] Similar to the drawback associated with Ben-
net’s container, the container of von Schukmann is not
intended for the user to distribute the pills directly into his
mouth, rather into his hand, thereby potentially resulting
in contamination or loss of the pill prior to ingestion.
[0011] Additional prior artdocuments thatdescribe de-
vices for dispensing solid medicaments such as pills, tab-
lets and the like include: US 5,657,901, FR 2,637,266,
US 2007/114239, US 4,354,619, US 2004/124204, US
7,147,130, US 5,850,919, US 5,018,644, US 4,653,668,
US 4,744,492, US 4,784,291 and US 6,131,765. How-
ever, none the above patent documents solve the prob-
lems associated with pill dispensers as described herein
above.

[0012] JP 2008110158 to llzuka discloses an inhala-
tion-type medicine delivery device that has a body having
a storage chamber storing the capsule filled with a med-
icine, a piercing means to make a hole in the capsule
arranged in the storage chamber of the body, and a
mouthpiece to inhale the medicine of the pierced capsule
through a discharge route connected with the storage
chamber. The body is composed of a cylindrical member
having openings in two positions. The mouthpiece is pro-
vided in one opening 1d of the cylindrical member and a
lid member openably connected with the cylindrical mem-
ber through a connecting portion such as a pivot or a
hinge and opening the inlet of the storage chamber to
load the capsule in an open state is provided in the other
opening 1e of the cylindrical member. A check valve per-
mitting outside air to be conducted into the body only
during aspiration by the mouthpiece is arranged in the
lid member.

[0013] llzuka’s device allows the user to avoid manual
handling of the pill, however itis a complex design, which
adds to the cost of manufacturing as well as the sale
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price. Furthermore said device is, like many inhalators,
designed to deliver a fine powder from the capsule and
not the capsule itself.

[0014] Document US 4,237,884 discloses a medica-
tion dispenser-container for depositing medication tab-
lets one at a time on a person’s tongue to affect taste
buds.

[0015] Accordingly, itisa principal object of the present
invention to provide a receptacle for containing and dis-
pensing solid medicinal pills, that overcomes the difficul-
ties and drawbacks associated with the prior art as de-
scribed in part herein above.

[0016] Additionally, itis an object of the present inven-
tion to provide areceptacle for containing and dispensing
solid medicinal pills in hospitals and nursing facilities as
well as at home.

[0017] Itis yet another object of the present invention
to provide areceptacle for containing and dispensing sol-
id medicinal pills, one or more at a time, whenever used
in conjunction with an automated medication dispenser
of the type enabling the controlled sequential delivery of
a regimen of pills on an as-needed basis.

[0018] It is another object of the present invention to
provide a receptacle for containing and dispensing solid
medicinal pills that prevents contamination or loss of the
drug prior to reaching the patient.

[0019] It is yet another object of the present invention
to provide areceptacle for containing and dispensing sol-
id medicinal pills that is easy and inexpensive to manu-
facture, and simple to use.

[0020] Additional objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent as the description proceeds.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0021] For solving the objective, a receptacle of claim
1 is provided.
[0022] In accordance with a preferred embodiment of

the present invention, a receptacle for containing and
dispensing solid medicinal pills directly into the mouth of
the user, is disclosed, comprising a container with a Stor-
age chamber leading to a spout outlet sized to be com-
fortably inserted between the lips of a user. The spout
outlet is further provided with a displaceable sealing clo-
sure having a normally closed position, wherein displace-
ment of the closure from the closed position, to enable
the dispensing of at least one pill from the chamber, is
actuated by the mouth of the user interacting with the
spout outlet.

[0023] Thedisplacementofthe closurefromthe closed
position, to enable the dispensing of at least one pill from
the chamber, is preferably actuated by an air pressure
differential, particularly by suction, inhalation or exhala-
tion applied to the spout and the closure by the mouth of
the user.

[0024] Preferably, the inner cross-section of the open-
ing of the spout is less than 4, optionally less than 3 cm.
[0025] The receptacle preferably additionally compris-
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es an inlet for introducing at least one solid medicinal pill
into the chamber to be dispensed via the spout outlet.
[0026] According to one aspect, the inlet is hingedly
attached to an opening provided in a surface of the con-
tainer. According to another aspect, the inlet comprises
aone-way valve. According to another embodiment inlet
comprises an opening covered by a semi-flexible mate-
rial having a resealably openable slit.

[0027] Preferably, the receptacle is provided with a
handle for bringing and positioning the spout outlet of the
receptacle in dispensing relation vis-a-vis the mouth of
the user.

[0028] The sealing closure is preferably maintained in
its closed position by interengagement with a frame pro-
vided inside the spout outlet. Preferably, the sealing clo-
sure is hingedly attached to an at least partially flexible
frame means provided inside the spout and the portal is
held maintainedinits closed position by interengagement
with the flexible frame.

[0029] The atleast partially flexible frame is preferably
provided with an opening sealable by the sealing closure
and the portal is displaceable through the opening in re-
sponse to an air pressure differential between the two
sides of the frame.

[0030] The atleast partially flexible frame is preferably
provided with an opening sealable by the sealing closure
and the closure is inwardly displaceable through the
opening toward the chamber for insertion of pills therein
and outwardly displaceable toward the spout outlet for
dispensing of pills to the mouth of the user.

[0031] In especially preferred embodiments of the
present invention, the receptacle is used for dispensing
at least one pill from said chamber, wherein any one lin-
ear measurement of the pill is between 3mm and 30mm.
[0032] Thereceptacleispreferably used in conjunction
with an automated, controlled, solid pill medication dis-
penser.

[0033] The dispensing receptacle is preferably provid-
ed in conjunction with an integral housing, which integral
housing is lockable to a pill dispenser, and the integral
housing and dispensing receptacle are together dispos-
able, to enable sequential use of the dispenser by mul-
tiple sequential patients with a new integral housing and
dispensing receptacle attached to the dispenser for each
sequential patient.

[0034] Thedisclosedreceptaclefor containing and dis-
pensing solid medicinal pills, one or more at a time, is
provided whenever used in conjunction with a medication
dispenser of the type enabling the controlled sequential
delivery of a regimen of pills on an as-needed basis with
a predetermined prescribed minimum time interval be-
tween delivery of each type of pill, from any standard
commercial flat multiple pill-containing pack of the blister
package type having at least one column of pills to be
dispensed.

[0035] Optionally said spout outlet is releasably con-
nected to said receptacle.

[0036] In other embodiments of the present invention
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said releasable spout outlet is disposable and replacea-
ble.

[0037] Optionally said spout outlet is provided with a
stop surface positioned in spaced apart relationship, rel-
ative to and outwardly in front of said displaceable sealing
closure, said stop surface being provided with at least
one air hole enabling air displacement between the
mouth of the user and said closure, to open the same,
said surface being adapted to deflect a pill exiting said
closure and encountering said surface, said spout outlet
being further provided with an opening, positioned to dis-
pense, under the effect of gravity, a pill exiting said clo-
sure, irrespective of whether said pill reaches said stop
surface and is deflected thereby or not.

[0038] While the opening of the displaceable sealing
closure according to the present invention is preferably
activated by the user blowing air into the receptacle to
force open the sealing closureor applying suction gener-
ated by cheek or lung action to pull the closure open
towards the user, it is possible to have other alternative
mouth activated opening mechanisms such as a me-
chanical latch operated by the pressure of the lips, teeth
or jaws of the user, a sensor of the temperature of the
breath of the user when said breath is exhaled into the
receptacle, a sensor activated by the humidity of the
breath of the user when said breath is exhaled into the
receptacle, or even a carbon dioxide sensor activated by
the content of the expelled breath of the user.

[0039] To accomplish the above and related objects,
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in
the accompanying drawings .With specific reference
now to the figures in detail, it is stressed that the partic-
ulars shown are by way of example and for purposes of
illustrative discussion of the preferred embodiments of
the presentinvention only and are presented in the cause
of providing what is believed to be the most useful and
readily understood description of the principles and con-
ceptual aspects of the invention. Inthisregard, no attempt
is made to show details of the invention in more detail
than is necessary for a fundamental understanding of the
invention, the description taken with the attached figures
making apparentto those skilledin the art how the several
forms of the invention may be embodied in practice.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0040]

Fig. 1 shows the receptacle of the present invention,
for containing and dispensing solid medicinal pills,
in a cross-sectional side view, having a pill within the
storage chamber;

Figs. 2a and 2b show outlet closure pivoted outward
toward the opening of the receptacle (Fig. 2a), and
the closure pivoted inward toward the storage cham-
ber of the receptacle (Fig. 2b);

Fig. 3 shows an alternative embodiment of the re-
ceptacle, wherein the storage chamber comprises
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an inletthroughwhichone or more pills are insertable
and a handle for enabling the user to grasp the con-
tainer to bring the receptacle close to the user’s
mouth and position the spout outlet within the mouth
of the user;

Fig. 4 shows the embodiment of the receptacle of
Fig. 3, further comprising a integral housing, which
is lockable to an automated, controlled solid pill med-
ication dispenser;

Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of a medication
dispenser according to Israel Specification No:
220,794 with the receptacle of the present invention
incorporated therein;

Fig. 6 shows a receptacle of the present invention,
for containing and dispensing solid medicinal pills,
in a cross-sectional side view, having a pill within the
storage chamber wherein the displaceable sealing
closure is formed from a plurality of flexible flaps
which are at least partially overlapping as shown in
Fig 6a;

Fig 6b shows a sealing closure formed from a plu-
rality of flexible filaments;

Fig.7 shows a receptacle of the present invention,
for containing and dispensing solid medicinal pills,
in a cross-sectional side view, having a pill within the
storage chamber and

Figs. 7a and 7b are partial views of the receptacle
of figure 7 in which the spout outlet is respectively,
releasably connected to and disconnected from said
receptacle, said spout outlet being provided with a
stop surface and with air holes enabling air displace-
ment between the mouth of the user and the closure
of the receptacle, said spout outlet being further pro-
vided with an opening, positioned to dispense, under
the effect of gravity, a pill exiting said closure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-

BODIMENTS

[0041] A preferred embodimentofthe receptacle of the
present invention, for containing and dispensing solid
medicinal pills, is shown in a cross-sectional side view in
Fig. 1, and generally designated by numeral (100). Re-
ceptacle (100) comprises a container (102) with astorage
chamber (104) leading to a spout outlet (1086). Pill (108)
is shown positioned in storage chamber (104).

[0042] Spoutoutlet(106)is shapedandsizedinaman-
ner such that it is comfortable to dispose spout outlet
(106) between the lips of a user (not shown). To that end
the inner diameter (d) of the opening (110) of spout outlet
(1086) is less than 4, preferably less than 3cm, which also
assures ready passage of the pill (108) through opening
(110) of spout outlet (106) and prevents easy manual
removal of the pill from the chamber..

[0043] A preferred embodiment of a displaceable seal-
ing closure (112) is shown in Fig. 1, having a normally
closed position. The displacement of closure (112) from
the normally closed position to an open position that en-
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ables the dispensing of a pill from storage chamber (104)
is preferably actuated by the mouth of the user when
interacting with spout outlet (106), as described further
herein below.

[0044] According to a preferred embodiment, closure
(112) is maintained in its normally closed position by in-
terengagement with a frame (114), provided inside spout
outlet (106), and which surrounds closure (112). One end
(113) of closure (112) is preferably hingedly attached to
one end (116) of frame (114) for enabling closure (112)
to selectively pivotinward toward storage chamber (104)
and outward toward opening (110).

[0045] Thedisplacement(i.e. pivoting) of closure (112)
via the mouth of the user as mentioned above is actuated
by an air pressure differential, wherein the differential
may be produced by one or more of the suction, inhalation
and exhalation created by the mouth of the user. When
the user creates a suction or inhalation with his mouth
closure (112) pivots outward toward opening (110) (see
Fig. 2a), and when the user creates an exhalation with
his mouth, closure (112) pivots inward toward storage
chamber (104) (see Fig. 2b).

[0046] Additionally, theinwarddisplacementofclosure
(112) may be actuated by a pusher device (not shown)
which is inserted through opening (110) for providing a
force on closure (112) similar to that provided by the ex-
hale pressure created by the mouth of the user in order
to initially insert one or more pills into chamber (104) for
later mouth actuated dispensing. The pusher device may
be a narrow elongated object that is held by a hand and
thrust toward closure (112). The mouth of the user is
typically used to actuate the displacement of closure
(112) when the user desires to ingest a pill (108) con-
tained in storage chamber (104). The pusher device is
typically used to actuate the displacement of closure
(112) when the user or medication distributor desires to
insert a pill (108) into storage chamber (104).

[0047] With reference to Fig. 1, at least the end (118)
of frame (114) opposite that of end (116) of frame (114)
with which closure (112) is hingedly connected, is made
of a flexible material, such as rubber or other sealing
material, for providing a sealed relationship between
frame (114) and closure (112). Preferably the entire inner
periphery of frame (114) is made of a flexible, sealing
material.

[0048] In an alternative embodiment (not shown) at
least one end of closure (112) comprises a flexible, seal-
ing material for providing a sealed relationship directly
with the inner wall (120) of spout outlet (106).

[0049] When a pill (108) is disposed in storage cham-
ber (104), following the inward or outward displacement
of closure (112), pill (108) is discharged from receptacle
(100) through opening (110) of spout outlet (106) directly
into the user’s mouth. Hence, the potential problems re-
sulting from having an unsteady person handling the pill
is avoided. Additionally, the chances of unauthorized
transferring or selling of a narcotic pain killer after con-
tamination via contact with the mouth of a user is greatly
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diminished.

[0050] Once the userdiscontinues the suction, inhala-
tion or exhalation with his mouth, closure (112) pivots in
an opposite direction and returns to the normally closed
position. Similarly, when the pusher device is removed
from spout outlet (106) after being used to inwardly dis-
place closure (112), closure (112) pivots in an opposite
direction and returns to the normally closed position.
[0051] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the walls (122) of storage chamber
(104) are sealed such that the only method of inserting
a pill therein is through spout outlet (106).

[0052] According to an alternative embodiment (200),
as seenin Fig. 3, a wall (222a) of storage chamber (204)
comprises aone-directionaltrap (224) through whichone
or more pills (108) are insertable. One-directional trap
(224) enables pills to enter into storage chamber (204)
while reducing the chances of the pills exiting there-
through. In an alternative aspect, the inlet comprises an
opening (not shown) that is covered by, for instance, a
semi-flexible material comprising a slit. Pills may enter
into the storage chamber by the user providing athrusting
force for pushing the pills through the slit, but pills are
unable to exit the storage chamber through the slit since
a thrusting force large enough to pass the pills through
the slit cannot be generated from within the storage
chamber. Inyetafurther alternative aspect, the inlet com-
prises an opening (not shown) that is covered by a sec-
ond closure, which is hingedly attached at one of its ends
to an end of the opening.

[0053] According to one embodiment, as shown in Fig.
3, receptacle (200) additionally comprises a handle (226)
for enabling the user to grasp container (202) thereby,
and for bringing receptacle (200) close to the user’s
mouth and positioning spout outlet (206) within the mouth
of a user, in a dispensing relationship. However, in alter-
native embodiments, receptacle (200) does notcomprise
a handle (not shown). Thus, when a user desires to re-
ceive a pill from receptacle (200) he manually positions
receptacle (200) as desired by directly grasping the con-
tainer (202).

[0054] In a preferred embodiment, receptacle (200) is
used in conjunction with an automated, controlled solid
pill medication dispenser, for instance, the medication
dispenser described in Israeli patent application
IL220794 by the same inventors as the present invention.
With reference to Fig. 4, receptacle (200) is further pro-
vided in conjunction with an integral housing (228), which
is lockable to the pill dispenser (230) described in Israeli
patent application IL220794. Both receptacle (200) and
housing (228) are disposable in order to enable sequen-
tial use of pill dispenser (230) by multiple sequential pa-
tients, wherein a new receptacle (200) and housing (228)
is provided to pill dispenser (230) for each sequential
patient.

[0055] Thus, a preferred embodiment of the present
invention further comprises a receptacle (200) for con-
taining and dispensing solid medicinal pills, one or more
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at a time, when used in conjunction with a medication
dispenser (230) of the type described in Israeli patent
application IL220794, which enables the controlled se-
quential delivery of a regimen of pills on an as-needed
basis with a predetermined prescribed minimum time in-
terval between delivery of each type of pill, from any
standard commercial flat multiple pill-containing pack of
the double arrayed blister package type having two col-
umns and a plurality of rows of pills to be dispensed.
[0056] The pill dispenser comprises an access portal
sized to receive at least one of any such blister pack and
to guide the blister pack to at least one pair of motor
driven driving wheels which in turn sequentially advance
the blister pack to a stationary depilling station. The de-
pilling station comprises a pill detecting means; a blister
pack support having two spaced-apart pill receiving ap-
ertures, each aperture being sized and positioned to re-
ceive pills of different sizes, shapes and spacing in the
blister pack array; and, motor driven depilling press
means positioned, upon activation, to force one pill at a
time from its respective blister through the backing of the
blister via one of the apertures, as the blister pack is
advanced through the stationary depilling station within
the dispenser.

[0057] Thedispenser further comprises a channel into
which the pill enters from the apertures, and a dispensing
receptacle for receiving the pill from the channel.
[0058] Referring now to Figure 5; there is seen a front
perspective view of a medication dispenser 300, wherein
the outer housing is removed to show the inner compo-
nents of the dispenser, which dispenser incorporates re-
ceptacle 200 of the present invention as seen in Fig. 3
therein. More specifically, there is seen dispenser (300)
which comprises an access portal (302) through which
a blister pack (304) is inserted. Blister pack (304) is pref-
erably a standard commercial flat multiple pill-containing
pack of the double arrayed blister package type, having
two columns and a plurality of rows of pills (306). An
authorized medical person manually inserts blister pack
(304) through access portal (302) until distal edge (305)
of blister pack (304) is received by a pair of motor driven
driving wheels (308a), (308b), which are preferably spur
gears.

[0059] In a preferred embodiment, a second pair of
driving wheels (310a), (310b) is present, for advancing
blister pack (304) toward the depilling station (312).
[0060] Still referring to Fig. 5, driving wheels (308a),
(308b) and (310a), (310b) are positioned lengthwise
along the central longitudinal axis of a blister pack support
means, preferably comprising a surface (314) along
which blister pack (304) is conveyed. Upper wheels
(308a), (310a) are situated above surface (314) and low-
er wheels (308b), (310b) are situated below surface
(314). Surface (314) is shown in Fig. 5 partially cut out
in order to view lower wheels (308b), (310b). Longitudi-
nally spaced openings (316) in surface (314) enable gear
teeth (309a), (309b) and (311a), (311b) to mesh.
[0061] Referring to Fig. 3 in combination with Fig. 4,
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depilling station (112) and channels (132a), (132b) are
shown in Fig. 3, and surface (114), blister pack (104),
channels (132a), (132b) and one depilling means (126)
are shown in Fig. 4, wherein the other components of the
dispenser are removed for clarity.

[0062] As blister pack (304) reaches depilling station
(312) a pill detecting means (not shown), comprising a
sensor system having, forinstance, an IR, a laser source
and a detector, or any other detection system situated
on opposing longitudinal sides of blister pack (304) to
determine whether at least one pill is present in the first
row of pills. If at least one pill is present, at least one
depilling press means (326) of depilling station (312) is
activated, for forcing one pill at a time from its blister out
of the flat backing of blister pack (304), through pill re-
ceiving apertures (not shown) of surface (314).

[0063] In operation, once it is determined that, for in-
stance, a depilling means (326) is positioned above a
blister containing a pill (306), the depilling motor is actu-
ated and depilling means (326) is lowered, thereby push-
ing pill (306) out of its blister through pill receiving aper-
ture (not shown) into channel (332a), which channel
opens into a pill dispensing receptacle (200) of the
present invention via a one-way valve (not shown) that
allows only one pill at a time to pass therethrough. As
seen in Figures 3 and 4, the receptacle 200 is preferably
provided with a handle (226) for enabling the user to ma-
nipulate the receptacle therewith.

[0064] Referring to figures 6 and 6a there is shown a
receptacle (400) of the present invention, for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills, (408) from a storage
chamber (404), wherein the displaceable sealing closure
(412) shown in Fig.6a is formed from a plurality of flexible
flaps (413) which are at least partially overlapping;
[0065] Referringto Fig 6bthere is shown an alternative
embodiment in which the sealing closure (412) is formed
from a plurality of flexible filaments (415).

[0066] Referring now to Figs. 7, 7a and 7b there are
seen a cross-sectional view and two partial views, re-
spectively, of a receptacle (500) of the present invention
in which the spout outlet (508) is respectively, releasably
connected to (as seen in fig 7a, and disconnected from,
said receptacle (500) (as shown in fig 7b), In this embod-
iment said spout outlet (506) is provided with a stop sur-
face (507) positioned in spaced apart relationship, rela-
tive to, and outwardly in front of, said displaceable sealing
closure (512), said stop surface being provided with air
holes (509) enabling air displacement between the mouth
of the user and said closure, (512), to open the same,
said surface (507) being adapted to deflect a pill (508)
exiting said closure and encountering said surface (507),
said spout outlet (5086), being further provided with an
opening (511), positioned to dispense, under the effect
of gravity, a pill (508) exiting said closure, irrespective of
whether said pill reaches said stop surface (507) and is
deflected thereby or not.

[0067] It is understood that the above description of
the embodiments of the present invention are for illustra-
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tive purposes only, and is not meant to be exhaustive or
to limit the invention to the precise form or forms dis-
closed, as many modifications and variations are possi-
ble. Such modifications and variations are intended to be
included within the scope of the present invention as de-
fined by the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. Areceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing and
dispensing solid medicinal pills, directly into the
mouth of the user, comprising a container with a stor-
age chamber (104; 204; 404) leading to an outlet
(106; 506) sized to be comfortably inserted between
the lips of a user, said outlet (106; 506) being further
provided with a displaceable sealing closure (112;
212; 412; 512) having a normally closed position,
characterized in that displacement of said closure
from said closed position, to enable the dispensing
of atleastone pill from said chamber (104; 204; 404),
is actuated only by the mouth of the user interacting
with said outlet (106; 506).

2. The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, wherein displacement of said closure (112;
212; 412; 512) from said closed position, to enable
the dispensing of at least one pill from said chamber
(104; 204; 404), is actuated by an air pressure dif-
ferential.

3. The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, wherein displacement of said closure (112;
212; 412; 512) from said closed position, to enable
the dispensing of at least one pill from said chamber
(104; 204; 404), is actuated by suction applied to
said outlet (106; 506) and said closure (112; 212;
412; 512) by the mouth of the user, or is actuated by
exhalation applied to said outlet (106; 506) and said
closure (112;212;412;512) by the mouth of the user.

4. The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, wherein the inner cross-section of the open-
ing of said outlet (106; 506) is less than 4 cm.

5. The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, additionally comprising an inlet for introduc-
ing at least one solid medicinal pill into said chamber
(104; 204; 404) to be dispensed via said outlet (106;
5086).

6. The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 6, wherein said inlet is hingedly attached to an

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10.

11.

12.

opening provided in a surface of said container (102),
or wherein said inlet comprises an opening covered
by a semi-flexible material having aresealably open-
able slit, or optionally wherein said inlet comprises
a one-way valve.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1 wherein said receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500)
is provided with a handle for bringing and positioning
the outlet (106;506) of the receptacle (100; 200; 400;
500) in dispensing relation vis-a-vis the mouth of the
user.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, wherein said sealing closure (112;212;412;
512) is maintained in its closed position by interen-
gagement with a frame (114) provided inside said
outlet (106; 5086).

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1, wherein said sealing closure (112;212;412;
512) is hingedly attached to an at least partially flex-
ible frame means provided inside said outlet (106;
506) and said sealing closure (112; 212; 412; 512)
is maintained in its closed position by interengage-
ment with said flexible frame (114), optionally,
wherein said at least partially flexible frame (114) is
provided with an opening sealable by said sealing
closure (112;212;412;512) and said sealing closure
(112; 212; 412; 512) is displaceable through said
opening in response to an air pressure differential
between the two sides of said frame (114), and op-
tionally said sealing closure (112; 212; 412; 512) is
inwardly displaceable through said opening toward
said chamber (104; 204; 404) for insertion of pills
therein and outwardly displaceable toward said out-
let (106; 508) for dispensing of pills to the mouth of
the user.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1 wherein said displaceable sealing closure
(112; 212; 412; 512) is formed from a plurality of
flexible flaps, optionally wherein said flexible flaps
are at least partially overlapping.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1 wherein said displaceable sealing closure
(112; 212; 412; 512) is formed from a plurality of
flexible filaments.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1 wherein said outlet is releasably connected
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to said receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500), optionally
wherein said releasable outlet (106; 506) is dispos-
able and replaceable.

The receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) for containing
and dispensing solid medicinal pills according to
claim 1 wherein said spout outlet (106; 506) is pro-
vided with a stop surface positioned in spaced apart
relationship, relative to and outwardly in front of said
displaceable sealing closure (112; 212; 412; 512),
said stop surface being provided with air holes ena-
bling air displacement between the mouth of the user
and said sealing closure to open the same, said sur-
face being adapted to deflect a pill exiting said seal-
ing closure (112; 212; 412; 512) and encountering
said surface, said outlet being further provided with
an opening, positioned to dispense, under the effect
of gravity, a pill exiting said sealing closure.

Use of a receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) according
to one of the claims 1 to 13 for dispensing at least
one pill from said chamber (104; 204; 404), wherein
any one linear measurement of said at least one pill
is between 3mm and 30mm.

Use of a receptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) according
to claim 5 in conjunction with an automated, control-
led, solid pill medication dispenser.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
zur Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten di-
rektin den Mund des Benutzers, mit einem Behaltnis
mit einer Vorratskammer (104; 204; 404), welche zu
einem Austritt (106; 506) flhrt, der bequem zwischen
die Lippendes Benutzers passt, wobei dieser Austritt
(106; 506) des Weiteren einen bewegbaren abdich-
tenden Verschluss (112; 212; 412; 512) aufweist,
der sich normal in einer geschlossenen Position be-
findet, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Bewe-
gung dieses Verschlusses aus der geschlossenen
Position, um die Abgabe von mindestens einer Ta-
blette aus der Kammer (104; 204; 404) zu ermogli-
chen, ausschliel3lich durch Zusammenwirken des
Mundes des Benutzers mit dem Austritt (106; 506)
erfolgt.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei die Bewegung des Verschlusses
(112; 212; 412; 512) aus der geschlossenen Positi-
on, um die Abgabe von mindestens einer Tablette
aus der Kammer (104; 204; 404) zu ermdoglichen,
durch einen Luftdruckunterschied erfolgt.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
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Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei die Bewegung des Verschlusses
(112; 212; 412; 512) aus der geschlossenen Positi-
on, um die Abgabe von mindestens einer Tablette
aus der Kammer (104; 204; 404) zu ermoglichen,
erfolgt, indem der Benutzer mit dem Mund an dem
Austritt (106; 506) und dem Verschluss (112; 212;
412; 512) saugt oder indem der Benutzer mit dem
Mund gegendie Abgabetille (106; 506) und den Ver-
schluss (112; 212; 412; 512) blast.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der innere Querschnitt des Aus-
tritts (106; 506) weniger als 4 cm betragt.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, welcher zusatzlich eine Aufnahmevor-
richtung umfasst, Uber die mindestens eine feste me-
dizinische Tablette zur Abgabe Uber den Austritt
(106; 506) inder Kammer (104; 204; 404) aufgenom-
men werden kann.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 6, wobei die Aufnahmevorrichtung
schwenkbar an einer Offnung an einer Oberflache
des Behaltnisses (102) befestigt ist oder wobei die
Aufnahmevorrichtung eine Offnung umfasst, die mit
einem halbflexiblen Material abgedeckt ist, welches
einen wiederverschlieBbaren, offenbaren Schlitz
aufweist, oder wobei wahlweise das Aufnahmeteil
ein Einwegeventil umfasst.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobeider Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500)
mit einen Griff aufweist mit dem der Austritt (106;
506) des Behalters (100; 200; 400; 500) dem Mund
des Benutzers gegeniber in Abgabeposition ge-
bracht und positioniert werden kann.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der abdichtende Verschluss
(112; 212; 412; 512) durch Ineinandergreifen mit ei-
nem in dem Austritt (106; 506) bereitgestellten Rah-
men (114) in der geschlossenen Position gehalten
wird.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der abdichtende Verschluss
(112; 212; 412; 512) schwenkbar an einem mindes-
tens teilweise flexiblen, in dem Austritt (106; 506)
bereitgestellten Rahmen befestigt ist und der ab-
dichtende Verschluss (112; 212; 412; 512) durch In-
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einandergreifen mit dem flexiblen Rahmen (114) in
der geschlossenen Position gehalten wird, wobei
wahlweise der mindestens teilweise flexible Rah-
men (114) mit einer Offnung vorgesehen ist, die
durch den abdichtenden Verschluss (112; 212; 412;
512) abdichtbar ist, und der abdichtende Verschluss
(112; 212; 412; 512) durch die Offnung als Reaktion
auf einen Luftdruckunterschied zwischen den bei-
den Seiten des Rahmens (114) bewegbar ist und
wahlweise der abdichtende Verschluss (112; 212;
412; 512) durch die Offnung nach innen in Richtung
der Kammer (104; 204; 404) zur Einfihrung von Ta-
bletten und nach auf3en in Richtung des Austritts
(106; 506) zur Abgabe von Tabletten in den Mund
des Benutzers bewegbar ist.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der bewegbare abdichtende Ver-
schluss (112; 212; 412; 512) aus mehreren flexiblen
Klappen gebildet ist, wobei sich diese flexiblen Klap-
pen wahlweise zumindest teilweise Uberlappen.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der bewegbare abdichtende Ver-
schluss (112; 212; 412; 512) aus mehreren flexiblen
Filamenten gebildet ist.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der Austritt Idsbar mit dem Be-
halter (100; 200; 400; 500) verbunden ist, wobei der
|6sbare Austritt (106; 506) wahlweise ein austausch-
barer Einwegartikel ist.

Behalter (100; 200; 400; 500) zur Bevorratung und
Abgabe von festen medizinischen Tabletten nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der Austritt (106; 506) mit einer
Anschlagflache versehen ist, die im Verhaltnis zu
dem bewegbaren abdichtenden Verschluss (112;
212; 412; 512) raumlich beabstandet und nach au-
Ren gerichtet vor dem bewegbaren abdichtenden
Verschluss (112; 212; 412; 512) angeordnet ist, wo-
bei die Anschlagflache mit Luftidchern versehen ist,
die eine Luftverdrangung zwischen dem Mund des
Benutzers und dem abdichtenden Verschluss er-
moglichen, um den Verschluss zu 6ffnen, wobei die
Flache so angepasst ist, dass eine Tablette, die
durch den abdichtenden Verschluss (112; 212; 412;
512) austritt und auf diese Flache auftrifft, abgelenkt
wird, wobei der Austritt weiterhin Uber eine Offnung
verfugt, die so positioniert ist, dass eine aus dem
abdichtenden Verschluss austretende Tablette un-
ter Schwerkrafteinwirkung abgegeben wird.

Verwendung eines Behalters (100; 200; 400; 500)
nach einem der Anspriche 1 bis 13 zur Abgabe von
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mindestens einer Tablette aus der Kammer (104;
204; 404), wobei jedes der Langenmalie der min-
destens einen Tablette zwischen 3 mm und 30 mm
liegt.

15. Verwendung eines Behalters (100; 200; 400; 500)

nach Anspruch 5 in Verbindung mit einer automati-
schen, gesteuerten Medikamentenabgabevorrich-
tung fur feste Tabletten.

Revendications

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides directe-
mentdans la bouche de I'utilisateur. Leditréceptacle
comprend un contenant muni d’'une chambre de
stockage (104; 204; 404) qui conduit a un orifice de
sortie (106; 506) en forme de goulotte facile a insérer
entre les lévres d’un utilisateur. Ledit orifice de sortie
(106;506) comprend parailleurs une fermeture étan-
che déplacable (112; 212; 412; 512) ayant une po-
sition normalement fermée, caractérisée en ce que
le déplacement de ladite fermeture a partir de ladite
position fermée est actionné uniquement par la bou-
che de l'utilisateur par linteraction avec ledit orifice
de sortie (106; 506) pour permettre la distribution
d’au moins un comprimé a partir de ladite chambre
(104; 204; 404).

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, le déplacement de ladite fermeture
(112;212; 412; 512) a partir de ladite position fermée
étantactionné par une pression d’air différentielle de
sorte a permettre la distribution d’au moins un com-
primé a partir de ladite chambre (104; 204; 404).

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, le déplacement de ladite fermeture
(112; 212; 412; 512) a partir de ladite position fer-
mée, pour permettre la distribution d’au moins un
comprimé a partir de ladite chambre (104; 204; 404),
étant actionné par une aspiration exercée sur ledit
orifice de sortie (106; 506) et ladite fermeture (112;
212; 412; 512) par la bouche de I'utilisateur, ou ac-
tionné par 'expiration exercée sur ledit orifice de sor-
tie (106; 506) et ladite fermeture (112;212;412;512)
par la bouche de l'utilisateur.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, la section transversale intérieure de
ouverture dudit orifice de sortie (106; 506) étant in-
férieure a3 4 cm.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
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tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, comprenant en outre unorifice d’en-
trée pour introduire au moins un comprimé médicinal
solide dans ladite chambre (104; 204; 404) pour étre
distribué par l'intermédiaire dudit orifice de sortie
(1086; 506).

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 6, ledit orifice d’entrée étant attaché
de facon articulée a une ouverture prévue dans une
surface dudit contenant (102), ou ledit orifice d’en-
trée comprenant une ouverture couverte par un ma-
tériau semi-flexible ayant une fente refermable, ou
ledit orifice d’entrée comprenant en option un clapet
anti-retour.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, leditréceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500)
étant muni d’un manche pour amener et placer l'ori-
fice de sortie (106; 506) du réceptacle (100; 200;
400; 500) en position de distribution sur la bouche
de l'utilisateur.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ladite fermeture étanche (112; 212;
412; 512) étant maintenue en position fermée par
accouplement avec un cadre (114) prévu dans ledit
orifice de sortie (106; 506).

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ladite fermeture étanche (112; 212;
412; 512) étant attachée de fagon articulée sur un
cadre au moins partiellement flexible prévu dans le-
dit orifice de sortie (106; 5086) et ladite fermeture
étanche (112;212; 412; 512) étant, en option, main-
tenue dans sa position fermée par accouplement
avec ledit cadre flexible (114), ledit cadre (114) au
moins partiellement flexible étant muni d’'une ouver-
ture pouvant étre fermée par ladite fermeture étan-
che (112; 212; 412; 512) et ladite fermeture étanche
(112;212;412;512) étantdéplacable a travers ladite
ouverture en réponse a une pression d’air différen-
tielle entre les deux cotés dudit cadre (114), et ladite
fermeture étanche (112; 212; 412; 512) optionnelle
étant déplacable vers lintérieur a travers ladite
ouverture en direction de ladite chambre (104; 204;
404) ou les comprimés seront introduits, et déplaca-
ble vers I'extérieur en direction dudit orifice de sortie
(106; 506) pour distribuer les comprimés vers la bou-
che de l'utilisateur.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ladite fermeture étanche déplagable
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(112;212;412;512) étantformée de plusieurs rabats
flexibles, lesdits rabats flexibles se chevauchant au
moins partiellement en option.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ladite fermeture étanche déplacable
(112; 212; 412; 512) étant formée de plusieurs fila-
ments flexibles.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ledit orifice de sortie étant relié de
facon amovible audit réceptacle (100; 200; 400;
500), ledit orifice de sortie (106; 506) amovible en
option étant jetable et remplagable.

Réceptacle (100; 200; 400; 500) pour contenir et dis-
tribuer des comprimés médicinaux solides selon la
revendication 1, ledit bec de sortie (106; 506) étant
muni d’une surface d’arrét positionnée a distance
’'un de l'autre, par rapport et vers I'extérieur en face
de ladite fermeture déplagable (112; 212; 412; 512),
ladite surface d’arrét étant munie de trous d’évacua-
tion d’air permettant le passage de l'air entre la bou-
che de I'utilisateur et ladite fermeture étanche pour
ouvrir cette derniére, ladite surface étant adaptée
pour dévier un comprimé sortant de ladite fermeture
étanche (112; 212; 412; 512) et venant en contact
avec ladite surface, ladite sortie étant en outre munie
d’une ouverture, positionnée pour distribuer, sous
leffet de la gravité, un comprimé sortant de ladite
fermeture étanche.

Utilisation d’un réceptacle (100; 200;400; 500) selon
une des revendications 1 a 13 pour distribuer au
moins un comprimé provenant de ladite chambre
(104; 204, 404), une quelconque des mesures linéai-
res dudit au moins un comprimé étant entre 3 mm
et 30 mm.

Utilisation d’un réceptacle (100; 200;400; 500) selon
larevendication 5 conjointement avec un distributeur
a commande automatique de comprimés solides.
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