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1
OPTICAL DEVICE

BACKGROUND

The field of optics and photonics has continuously
evolved over the last decades and while many innovations
have been developed, there is an ever increasing motivation
to create components which either are smaller, more effi-
cient, less costly and/or which allow new functionalities.
There always remains room for improvement.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one aspect, there is provided an optical
device comprising: a substrate having a first face opposite a
second face, a thickness between the first face and the
second face, the first face and the second face being planar,
the first face being parallel the second face, the substrate
being transparent to an electromagnetic radiation in a given
spectrum; a planar polarization-dichroic focusing lens cov-
ering the first face, the lens having a first focusing power for
a first polarization of the electromagnetic radiation and a
second focusing power for a second polarization of the
electromagnetic radiation, the second focusing power being
different from the first focusing power; and a planar polar-
ization-dichroic mirror covering the second face, the mirror
being reflective to the first polarization and transparent to the
second polarization. A Fabry-Pérot cavity can be formed
using the optical device at one or both sides of the cavity.
The optical device can be supported at the tip of an optical
fiber, such as by being mounted/attached onto the tip, and in
the case of a Fabry-Pérot cavity, the optical devices can be
supported at the tip of two collinear optical fibers.

Many further features and combinations thereof concern-
ing the present improvements will appear to those skilled in
the art following a reading of the instant disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

In the figures,

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an example
of an optical device in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2A is a close-up view of an example metasurface
forming a polarization dichroic focusing lens in accordance
with an embodiment;

FIG. 2B is a close-up view of an example photonic crystal
forming a polarization dichroic mirror in accordance with an
embodiment;

FIGS. 3A and 3B show optical paths of two polarizations,
respectively, traveling in a Fabry-Pérot cavity made with
optical devices such as the optical device of FIG. 1, in
accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an example of an optical device 10. The
optical device 10 includes a polarization-dichroic focusing
lens 12 and a polarization-dichroic mirror 14 both embodied
as planar nanostructure devices which are supported and
held apart from one another by a transparent substrate 16
which can be made of a material such as glass. More
specifically, if these planar nanostructure devices were
applied directly onto one another, they could interfere with
one another in this embodiment. The transparent substrate
16 can create a distance between the polarization-dichroic
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focusing lens 12 and the polarization-dichroic mirror 14
which effectively decouples one from the other from the
photonics point of view.

Both nanostructure devices are planar and very thin in this
embodiment, which can make them very suitable for min-
iaturization or implementation on an optical fiber tip, for
instance. Correspondingly, the substrate 16 has two opposite
faces 18, 20, which can arbitrarily be tagged first and second
for ease of later reference, and which can both be planar. The
first face 18 and second face 20 are also parallel to one
another. Each of the polarization-dichroic focusing lens 12
and the polarization-dichroic mirror 14 can be relatively thin
and be made to cover a corresponding one of the faces 18,
20 by deposition thereon, for instance. Both these compo-
nents are designed to act differently on two different polar-
izations of electromagnetic radiation within a spectrum of
interest (e.g. visible light, infrared light, a specific group of
wavelengths, etc), and the substrate 16 can be selected to
have excellent transmission (i.e. be very transparent) to
electromagnetic radiation within the spectrum of interest.

The focusing lens 12 is polarization-dichroic in the sense
that it is designed to impart different focusing strengths for
different polarizations (say a first polarization and a second
polarization) of the electromagnetic radiation. The mirror 14
is polarization-dichroic in the sense that it has significantly
higher reflectivity to electromagnetic radiation in a first one
of the polarizations than to the electromagnetic radiation
which is in the second polarization. In the illustrated
embodiment, the reflectivity can be close to 100% for the
first polarization and be close to 0%, and thus perfect
transparency, for the second polarization. The polarizations
can be two orthogonal linear polarizations of light in one
embodiment for instance, or two opposite circular polariza-
tions in another embodiment, for instance.

In the embodiment presented in FIG. 1, the difference in
focusing power perceived by the different polarizations of
electromagnetic radiation is harnessed in a manner to pro-
duce a coinciding focus for a) a first polarization of light (say
X polarized) transmitted across the optical device via the
polarization-dichroic mirror 14 and then focussed by the
polarization dichroic lens 12 at a first focusing power, and b)
a second polarization of light (say Y polarized) focussed a
first time as it is received through the focusing lens 12 and
focussed a second time subsequently to having travelled
back and forth across the substrate 16 and having been
reflected by the polarization-dichroic mirror 14. The focus
for the first polarization and the focus for the second
polarization can be arranged such that the foci are either
coinciding or spaced by a specific distance considered
suitable to the context of a particular optical device 10. It
will be understood that the difference in the optical paths can
be affected both by the extent to which the perceived
focusing power is different for the different polarizations and
by the thickness of the glass substrate, which are control-
lable parameters. Accordingly, that the focal points corre-
sponding to these two different optical paths can be made to
coincide by making an appropriate selection of these two
controllable parameters, or can be made to be spaced by a
desired, engineered distance. The expression “coinciding
focus” or “coinciding focal points™ is used herein to refer to
a scenario where the focus for the two polarizations can be
close enough such that the mode areas of the two orthogonal
polarization can match (e.g. be identical) at focus.

In one embodiment, both the focusing lens 12 and the
mirror 14 can be composed of corresponding, planar dielec-
tric structures with nano-scale patterns. The dielectric layers
can be made of amorphous silicon, for instance, which has
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a refractive index of n=~3.4 over an operational spectrum
having a wavelength range of 800 nm-900 nm.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the focusing lens 12 can be
composed of high-aspect-ratio dielectric nano-rods 22
which can provide different phase shaping for orthogonal
polarization states of light. More specifically, the focusing
lens 12 can be a wavefront shaping dielectric metasurface
composed of an array of high-aspect-ratio dielectric nan-
orods 22 whose dimensions are precisely designed to realize
focusing properties for the orthogonal polarization states in
lens/mirror modes respectively. The nanorods 22 can be
elliptical in their cross section. In alternate embodiments, a
2-dimensional array having a similar function can be
embodied with metallic structures instead of dielectric struc-
tures for instance. Indeed, nanostructures can be provided in
the form of small pillars, small metallic particles, metallic
shapes, etc. Pillars can be shaped with circular, oval, or even
other cross-sectional shapes such as square and the height
can vary as a function of the embodiment. Two-dimensional
nanopillars, sometimes referred to as nanofins can also be
used in alternate embodiment. The pillars can be perpen-
dicular to the surface of the glass substrate onto which they
are supported, which may be easier to produce with pro-
cesses such as photolithography, but in alternate embodi-
ments it may be preferred for the nanopillars to taper along
their height or otherwise extend obliquely to a certain extent.
The nanopillars can be discrete. Their function can be to do
the focusing for two orthogonal orientations differently, such
as by providing different focal points for different polariza-
tions. This can be achieved by controlling the wavefront of
the impinging electromagnetic radiation, such as locally
adding a phase to the phase front. Flat polarization-dichroic
lenses can be composed of an array of symmetry-broken
dielectric nanopillars with subwavelength dimensions. The
arrays could be either periodic or semi-periodic in which the
intra-pilar spacings are gradually tailored. Several classes of
the polarization-dichroic lenses can be envisioned. Nanopil-
lars’ shape and their arrangements (i.e., the unit cell) can be
designed so that the lens provides different focusing prop-
erties for two orthogonal polarizations. For instance, if the
lens is intended to focus the linear polarization states of light
(i.e., x and y polarizations) differently, the dielectric nano-
pillars’ dimensions across the x and y axes can be made
different, which can be achieved with an elliptical cross-
sectional shape for instance. The focusing property of such
mirrors can rely on multiple physical mechanisms though
which in turn leads to different types of flat polarization-
dichroic lenses. Examples of such structures include (but are
not limited to) Pancharatnam-Berry Phase Metasurfaces
which are inherently dichroic, the metasurfaces composed of
dielectric nanopillars with spatially varying dimensions and
finally quasiperiodic gratings which offer spatially varying
intra-pillar spacing with higher order diffraction terms. In
alternate embodiment, the polarization-dichroic lens can be
embodied as a Pancharatnam-Berry Phase Metasurface or a
quasiperiodic grating for instance.

As shown in FIG. 2B, the mirror 14 can be implemented
as a photonic crystal such as a thin dielectric slab 24
perforated by a periodic array of holes 26. Polarization-
dichroic mirrors 14 can consist of symmetry-broken sub-
wavelength nanostructures. For instance, if the mirror acts
differently for the opposite circular polarization states of
light, the nano structures can carry chiral symmetry. In
alternate embodiments, the mirror can be implemented as a
high contrast grating. If a polarization-dichroic photonic
crystal mirror is selected, it can consist of a periodic array
of through-holes on a subwavelength thick dielectric slab.
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The holes’ shape and their arrangement can be designed to
provide the desired reflectivity contrast for the two orthogo-
nal polarizations of light. High-contrast gratings, on the
other hand, can be composed of an array of high dielectric
pillars or gratings which are properly shaped so the mirror
behaves differently for the two orthogonal polarizations

Indeed, polarization dichroic metasurfaces are two-di-
mensional structures capable of independently controlling
the amplitude, phase and polarization of orthogonally polar-
ized incident waves. They can effectively act similar to a
lens with an aberration free performance. Additionally,
different wave front shaping can be achieved for the different
polarization states of light. Photonic crystals slabs, i.e. an
optically thin dielectric slab with a periodic array of perfo-
rating holes, can be designed to act as polarization dichroic
mirrors so that for only one polarization of light, they act as
perfect mirrors whereas for the orthogonal polarization state,
they are fully transparent.

A metasurface and a photonic crystal mirror can be
combined such as presented in FIG. 1 to form an optical
device which acts as a focusing mirror for one polarization
of light and as a focusing lens for the opposite polarization.
The metasurface can be appropriately designed so that the
focal lengths for the mirror and lens match, such that the
mode areas of the two orthogonal polarizations are identical
at focus.

Optical devices 10 such as presented in FIG. 1 can be used
in forming a Fabry-Pérot cavity. More specifically, optical
devices such as presented above can be used in forming one,
or both sides of a Fabry-Pérot cavity (if used only on one
side, another type of arrangement can be used to form the
other side). More specifically, a pair of the above-described
optical devices 10, 10' can be employed to make a confocal
polarization-dichroic Fabry-Pérot cavity 30 such as pre-
sented in FIGS. 3A and 3B.

In one embodiment, one or two optical devices 10, 10' can
be mounted on tips of corresponding optical fibers, which
would allow one to make a compact (miniaturized and
monolithic), fibre-integrated version of such confocal polar-
ization-dichroic Fabry-Pérot cavity 30.

Since the optical energy resides primarily in free space
and therefore is readily accessible to objects such as atoms,
molecules, etc., such a Fabry-Pérot cavity 30 can find
potential applications in laser physics (e.g. gas laser), gas
sensors, and other quantum technologies such as quantum
optic logic gates. In one example, the optical device 10 can
allow efficient injection of an optical pump into gain
medium based on atomic or molecular gas located between
the two sides of the Fabry-Pérot cavity 30, while simulta-
neously confining the orthogonal polarization state in the
confocal cavity 30.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, a pair of
optical devices 10, 10' can be employed to make a polar-
ization-dichroic Fabry-Pérot cavity 30. In one embodiment,
the optical devices 10, 10' can be identical. The cavity 30 can
be confocal. In the reflective state of polarization presented
in FIG. 3A, a cavity mode is formed by appropriately
spacing the optical devices 10, 10'. The optical devices 10,
10" can be designed so that the lens mode gets focused
precisely at the focal distance of the other optical device.
The cavity mode can be optimized through the optical
device’s dimensions to minimize the mode volume which in
turn can lead to a higher interaction of light and matter and
may improve the operation of a resultant laser. On a more
fundamental level, a cavity formed by a pair of the proposed
optical devices 10, 10' can be used to increase the interaction
time between a single photon with a polarization for which
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the optical device 10 acts as a mirror (and the photon will be
thus temporarily trapped in the cavity) and a polariton
formed by another single photon (of polarization for which
the optical device 10' acts as a lens) interacting with atomic
or molecular gas placed between the optical devices 10, 10'.
This increase in photon-polariton interaction time can be
used to improve the performance of all-optical switches and
all-optical transistors controlled with single-photon signals,
as well as for non-destructive photon detection, to improve
the efficiency of wavelength conversion at single photon
levels, and for quantum sensing, to name a few examples.

Indeed, the optical devices can be potentially used to
make polarization dichroic optical cavities. Such cavities
can be particularly useful to make gas sensors and fiber
integrated lasers. In gas lasers, using separate optical feed
lines as the pump and the lased beams may render full
integration inefficient. Furthermore, spatially separated
pump and lased beams may not efficiently overlap and thus
the performance may degrade. A fiber-fed polarization-
dichroic cavity may provide a route towards more efficient
lasing and integration.

In a practical embodiment, maximum reflectivity differ-
ence in transmission and reflection mode can be sought. To
this end, for one polarization only, not only the reflectivity
can be made close to 100%, the focusing efficiency can be
made close to unity as well (i.e. virtually all the reflected
light is focused). The second challenge involves designing a
highly birefringent metasurface forming a polarization
dichroic focussing lens so that the focal length associated
with the opposite polarizations are identical taking into
consideration the difference in optical paths. In particular,
realization of a small-scale mirror with such properties that
are integrable with optical fibres can be challenging. More-
over, designing a bi-functional device with exactly same
focal lengths (or precisely controlled difference between
focal lengths) can be challenging due the requirement for a
highly birefringent phase shaping metasurface.

In the special cases of designing some embodiments, a
three-fold objective can be pursued (i) designing a highly
reflective focusing mirror for only one polarization of light
(with near unity focusing efficiency); (ii) transmitting the
orthogonal polarization of light and focussing (with near
unity focusing efficiency) at the same focal length, which
can require designing a highly birefringent metasurface; (iii)
the device may need to be compact and integratable with
optical fibers.

Suitably high reflectivity contrast can be achieved by
employing photonic crystal mirrors. Photonic crystals can
potentially offer 100% reflectivity contrast for the orthogo-
nal polarizations of light. The requirement for high focusing
efficacy can be achieved by dielectric metasurfaces based on
elliptical nanofins (nanorods) which, in principle, can pro-
vide 100% focusing efficiency and arbitrary phase from
shaping for the orthogonal polarizations.

As can be understood, the examples described above and
illustrated are intended to be exemplary only. Various alter-
nate embodiments are possible. For instance, in one embodi-
ment, the technology described above can form a device that
would focus and then re-collimate light beam of one polar-
ization, while acting as a Fabry-Perot resonator for a co-
propagating light beam with the other polarization. The
planar focusing lens can be designed using inverse phase
mapping technique. The designed geometry can be imple-
mented using a suitable etching recipe to fabricate high-
aspect-ratio nanorods according to design specifications. An
integrated cavity can provide high efficiency in smaller
footprint, can be employed in free space, on-chip and with
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fiber. Embodiments can include all-optical switches and
all-optical transistors; non-destructive photon detection;
wavelength conversion of optical signals; quantum sensing
and navigation; frequency standard and time keeping. The
optical device can be produced in a standard nano-fabrica-
tion facility. The scope is indicated by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical device comprising:

a substrate having a first face opposite a second face, a
thickness between the first face and the second face, the
first face and the second face being planar, the first face
being parallel the second face, the substrate being
transparent to an electromagnetic radiation in a given
spectrum,;

a planar polarization-dichroic focusing lens covering the
first face, the lens having a first focusing power for a
first polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in the
given spectrum and a second focusing power for a
second polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in
the given spectrum, the second focusing power being
different from the first focusing power; and

a planar polarization-dichroic mirror covering the second
face, the mirror being reflective to the first polarization
and transparent to the second polarization.

2. The optical device of claim 1 wherein the polarization
dichroic mirror is a photonic crystal having a pattern of holes
or a pattern of patterns of holes.

3. The optical device of claim 1 wherein the polarization-
dichroic lens consists of a metasurface formed of an array of
dielectric nanopillars.

4. The optical device of claim 1 wherein the first polari-
sation and second polarization are aligned along orthogonal
axes both parallel to the first face and second face.

5. The optical device of claim 1 wherein optical device
can act i) as a focussing mirror by receiving electromagnetic
radiation of the first polarization via the polarization-di-
chroic focusing lens and ii) as a focussing lens by receiving
electromagnetic radiation of the second polarization via the
polarization-dichroic mirror, wherein a focal point of the
focussing mirror is the same as the focal point of the
focusing lens.

6. The optical device of claim 1 wherein a tip of an optical
fiber is attached to the polarization-dichroic mirror.

7. A Fabry-Pérot cavity comprising a cavity and an optical
device defining one side of the cavity, the optical device
comprising:

a substrate having a first face opposite a second face, a
thickness between the first face and the second face, the
first face and the second face being planar, the first face
being parallel the second face, the substrate being
transparent to an electromagnetic radiation in a given
spectrum,;

a planar polarization-dichroic focusing lens covering the
first face, the lens having a first focusing power for a
first polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in the
given spectrum and a second focusing power for a
second polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in
the given spectrum, the second focusing power being
different from the first focusing power; and

a planar polarization-dichroic mirror covering the second
face, the mirror being reflective to the first polarization
and transparent to the second polarization.

8. The Fabry-Pérot cavity of claim 7 wherein the optical
device is a first optical device further comprising a second
optical device forming a second side of the cavity, the
second optical device comprising:



US 11,796,740 B2
7

a substrate having a first face opposite a second face, a
thickness between the first face and the second face, the
first face and the second face being planar, the first face
being parallel the second face, the substrate being
transparent to an electromagnetic radiation in a given 5
spectrum,;

a planar polarization-dichroic focusing lens covering the
first face, the lens having a first focusing power for a
first polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in the
given spectrum and a second focusing power for a 10
second polarization of the electromagnetic radiation in
the given spectrum, the second focusing power being
different from the first focusing power; and

a planar polarization-dichroic mirror covering the second
face, the mirror being reflective to the first polarization 15
and transparent to the second polarization.

9. The Fabry-Pérot cavity of claim 8 wherein the first
optical device is mounted onto a tip of a first optical fiber,
and the second optical device is mounted onto a tip of a
second optical fiber, the first optical fiber and the second 20
optical fiber being collinear.

10. The Fabry-Pérot cavity of claim 7 wherein the optical
device is mounted onto a tip of an optical fiber.
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