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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, GEORGE HENRY 

FLETCHER and FRANK LEONARD MoRGAN, 
citizens of the United States, residing at 
Hoquiam, in the county of Grays Harbor 
and State of Washington, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in a 
Figure Wheeled Toy, of which the following 
is a specification. w 
This invention relates to toys and more 

particularly to wheeled toys. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a toy so constructed that when drawn over 
a slightly irregular surface the toy will have 
a sinuous or rhythmic movement. } 
Another object is to provide a toy of this 

character constructed of a combination of 
sections connected by a flexible joint, rotat 
ing elements and properly distributed 
weights so arranged that a sinuous rhythmic 
motion is imparted to the toy when it is 
drawn over a slightly uneven surface. . 
Another object is to provide a toy in the 

form of an animal, insect or the like mount 
ed on wheels, the members of which are 
connected by nicely adjusted flexible joints 
and the weight of the various so connected 
members so distributed relatively to said 
joints and wheels that a sinuous rhythmic 
motion will be imparted to the toy when it is 
drawn over a surface having a slight in 
equality. 
Another object is to provide a wheeled 

toy composed of hingedly connected sec 
tions so balanced and the wheels so mounted 
thereon that a sinuous movement will be im 
parted to the toy and which will also permit 
the toy to turn at abrupt angles without 
upsetting. . 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction as hereinafter shown and de 

45. 
claims. - 
In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view 

taken from the side of a toy constructed in 

scribed and specifically pointed out in the 

accordance with this invention. 

50 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof, and, 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view. 

In the embodiment illustrated the toy 
constituting this invention is shown in the 
form of an alligator although obviously it 
may be of any desired form representing 
any animal, insect or the like. This ani. 55 
mal is composed of a plurality of flexibly 
connected sections, any desired number of 
which may be employed, three being here 
shown and numbered 1,2 and 3, 1 being . 
the head, 2 the body or intermediate por- 60 
tion and 3 the tail. The head 1 and tail 
3 are here shown cutaway at their inner 
ends on their upper edges to provide seats 
4 to receive and support the ends of the 
head 5 of the intermediate or body mem- 65 
ber 2 which member is made T-shaped with 
its shank 6 disposed between and in close 
proximity to the projecting inner portions 
1 and 3 of the head and tail members (see 
Fig. 2). The sides of the shank 6 and the 70 
end members 1 and 3 are rounded so that 
the sections may turn freely a predeter 
mined distance without contacting. Pin 
tles 7 extend through the ends of the head 
5 of member 2 and through the projecting 75 
ends 1 and 3 of the head and tail sections 
and flexibly connect said sections with the 
intermediate or body section 2 the weight 
of which is supported on said head and tail 
sections. The body member 2 has stop 80 
shoulders 2 located on each side of its 
hinged connection to be engaged by the ad 
jacent section for limiting the lateral 
pivotal movement of the sections. 
This toy is shown mounted on a plurality 85 

of sets of rotating elements which may be 
either in the form of wheels, balls, ball bear 
ings or other similar rotating elements. As 
shown two pairs of wheels 8 support the 
toy one pair being carried by a front axle 90 
9 and the other pair by a rear axle 10, said 
wheels being so arranged relatively to the 
head and tail members and body of the 
animal to cause them to balance with ref 
erence to the joints which connect said mem- 95 
bers. When the toy is drawn over any sur 
face with a slight irregularity a rhythmic or 
sinuous motion will be imparted to the toy. . . . 
The wheels 8 or other rotary elements 

may be arranged in sets of two, three or 100 



() 

more, and in combination with the rigid 
flexible joints which connect saidsections, 
cause said sections to swing Ely; The 
tail-carrying or rear section 3 and the head 
or, front Section 1 are comparatively heavy 
relatively to the intermediate section and 
the wheels which support said sections are 
mounted at a point between the center of 
gravity of each section and its connection 
with the adjacent section and this location 
of the wheels causes the section to have a 
sinuous or wriggling movement when the toy 
is drawn over a supporting surface. When 
the toy is moved forward or backward by a 
pull or a push exerted on the front or head 
section the flexible joints allow the jointed 
tail or rear section to move freely in a 
horizontal position until the limit of such 

20 
motion has been reached when a return mo 
tion will be effected similar to the motion of 
a pendulum mounted on a horizontal plane. 
Obviously when the toy is moved by a pull 
or push exerted on the tail section the front 

25 
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or head section will operate in a similar 
le. 

It is of course understood that the toy 
may be constructed of any suitable material, 
wood, metal, rubber or the like and it may 
be of any desired form the serpentine or 
rhythmic motion being imparted by the com 
bination of flexible joints, proper distribu 
tion of weight of respective parts, and the 
mounting of the rotating elements with re 
lation to these parts. 
Any suitable means may be employed for 

drawing the toy over the floor, a cord 11 
being here shown fastened by means of a 
ring 12 to the nose of the alligator and while 
affording endless amusement to small chil 
dren, upsetting of the toy is prevented 
when making sharp turns so that a child 
may be amused indefinitely without requir 
ing the attention of others to right his toy 
when it becomes upset. 
The preferred embodiment of the inven 

tion is disclosed in the drawings and set 
forth in the specification, but it will be un 
derstood that any modifications within the 
scope of the claimed invention may be made 
in the construction without departing from 
the principle of the invention or sacrificing any of its advantages. 

60 

65 

What is claimed is: 
1. A figure wheeled toy comprising a plu 

rality of longitudinally alined sections di 
rectly hinged one to another to swing reely 
in a lateral direction, each one of the ter 
minal sections being provided with a pair 
of wheels located relativelv nearer to its 
hinged connection than to its free end and 
at a distance from the hinged connection. 

2. A toy of the class described composed 
of a plurality of longitudinally aligned sec 
tions flexibly connected to freely swing lat 
erally, and rotary means supporting the 

1481,598 

rear section at a point in advance of its 
center of gravity and between said center 
of gravity and the connection of said sec 
tion with the adjacent section, whereby a 
sinuous movement of the sections is pro 
duced when the toy is drawn over a support 
ing surface. 

3. A wheeled toy composed of a plurality 
of longitudinally alined flexibly connected 
sections, rotary means supporting the front 
portion of the toy, and rotary means sup 
porting the rear section at a point in ad 
vance of its center of gravity whereby a 
sinuous movement of the section is produced 
when the toy is drawn over a supporting 
surface. 

4. A wheeled toy comprising a jointed, 
lateral, flexible body and comparatively 
heavy head and tail portions, rotatable 
means supporting the front portion of said 
body, and similar means supporting the tail 
portion thereof, said supporting means 
being located between the center of gravity 
of the section which it supports and the con 
nection of said section with an adjacent sec 
tion. 
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5. A wheeled toy composed of a plurality 
of sections connected by a plurality of 
flexible joints, and rotatable friction operat 
ing supporting elements secured to said rear 
section in advance of its center of gravity 
whereby a sinuous movement of the section 
is produced when the toy is drawn over a 
supporting surface. 

6. A toy of the class described comprising 
front and rear sections with an intermediate 
section pivotally connecting them to provide 
for the lateral swinging of said sections in 
opposite directions, actuating and support 
ing wheels carried by said front and rear 
sections, the wheels supporting said rear 
section being located in advance of the 
center of gravity of said rear section to 
cause sinuous movement of the rear section 
when the wheels rotate and frictionally en 
gage a supporting surface. 

7. A toy of the class described composed 
of a plurality of longitudinally alined sec 
tions, the meeting ends of which are pro 
vided with registering vertically disposed 
hinge knuckles, pintles connecting said 
knuckles, pairs of wheels supporting the 
end sections, the wheels supporting one end 
section being located inwardly beyond the 
center of gravity of said section between 
said center and the adjacent joint of the next 
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section to cause a sinuous novement of 
the sections when the wheels are drawn 
over and frictionally engage a supporting 
surface. J 

8. A wheeled toy composed of a plurality 
of flexibly connected sections, and means 
supporting one of said sections at a point 
between the center of gravity of said sec 
tion and its connection with the adjacent 
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section and in spaced relation to its sup- section, said means holding said section in 
porting surface. spaced relation to its supporting surface. 

9. A wheeled toy composed of a plurality In testimony whereof, we affix our signa- 20 
of flexibly connected sections, and means tures hereto. 

5 supporting one of the end sections at a point between the center of gravity of said GEORGE HENRY FELETCHER. 
section and its connection with the adjacent FRANK LEONARD MORGAN. 


