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This invention relates to. garments and more specifically
to a new and improved bathing suit for women that will
enable the attainment of a perfect fit while avoiding the
requirement for large stocks and the accompanying high
costs involved in providing bathing suits of conventional
design.

While women’s bathing suit ‘sizes are standardized to
meet the requiréments of most women, considerable dif-
ficulty is encountered in the larger sizes. Women requir-
ing larger size clothing or who are taller. than average do
not conform 'to basic pattern sizes.. Some have large
thighs and hips in proportion to the waist line and bust
line while othiers have relatively narrow thighs and hips.
If the bathing suit is purchased to fit the largest dimension,
relatively costly alterations are required to produce a
properly fitted garment.

Accordingly, one object of the invention is a new and
improved two-piece bathing suit that is arranged and
designed to assure a perfect fit and enables stouter women
to-procure a-well fitting garment at a-reasonable price.

Another object of the invention resides in thé provision
of an improved bathing suit for women that will properly
conform to the shape of the body and will have the ap-
pearance of a custom made garment and will be comfort-
able to wear and relatively easy to put on and remove.

Still another object of the invention resides in a new
and improved bathing suit for women.

The above and other objects of the invention will be-
come more apparent from the following description and
accompanying drawings forming part of this application.

In the figures:

Figs. 1 and 2 are two views of bathing suits in accord-
ance with the invention, showing its application to women
having different body dimensions;

Fig. 3 is a rear view of the bathing suit as illustrated in
Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the top or waist portion
of a suit in accordance with the invention;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the bottom or skirt por-
tion of a suit in accordance with the invention with the
zipper partially open; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the skirt portion shown
in Fig. 5 to illustrate further details of the invention.

As pointed out above, the bathing suit in accordance
with the invention is formed in two separate sections,
namely, the top or waist and the bottom or skirt. The
two sections are arranged and coordinated as will be de-
scribed so that different size tops can be interconnected
with different size skirts to form a complete well fitting
suit. In this way a person can select the top and bottom
sections according to her height and size and thereby avoid
the anncyance, time and cost required for alterations. As
an example and with reference to Figs. 1 and 2, Fig. 1
illustrates a bathing suit selected to fit a person having a
relatively large thigh dimension and small bust dimension.
Fig. 2 shows a suit for a person having a relatively small
thigh dimension and large bust dimension. Moreover,
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the skirt length can be modified to accommodate persons
of different heights.

More specifically and with reference to Figs. 3 to 6
inclusive, the suit in accordance with the invention is
formed of top and bottom sections 10 and 12 respectively
joined by overlying waist bands 11 and 13. The top
section 10 of the suit is formed with a pair of back panels
i4 and 15 (see Fig. 3) joined together with an inside seam
16 disposed centrally of the back. The side panels 17 and
18 lie under the arms and are secured to the adjoining rear
panels along generally vertical seams 19 and 20 respec-
tively. The front section of the waist 10 is formed of two
sections 21 and 22 joined to the respective side panels 17
and 18 by seams as shown at 23. All of the panels re-
ferred to above are attached to a fine textured elastic belt
11. The belt and front panels 21 and 22 are joined by
a zipper or other suitable fastening means 24 to form the
completed garment. The entire structure is preferably
supported by a pair of shoulder straps 25 and 25" with the
strap 25 joined to the upper edges of the rear panel 15 and
front panel 21 and the strap 25’ joined to the rear panel 14
and the front panel 22.

Each front panel (21 and 22) is preferably provided
with shaped cups 26 of varying sizes to accommodate dif-
ferent bust dimensions. The cups may be formed in any
suitable manner and the upper edge of each front section
is preferably curved upwardly at the center fo provide
added support. In addition curved stays 27 and 28 extend
from the upper edge of each of the front sections about
the edges of the cups to the belt 11. This provides a form
fitting garment and enables the attainment of complete
support of the busts with maximum comfort for the
wearer. ‘

In the illustrated embodiment of the invention the
elastic belt or midriff 11 is provided with buttons 29 for
securing the belt 13 of the bottom section 12 thereto.

The bottom section 12 of the bathing suit is formed of
three essential elements, namely, the belt 13, skirt 30 and
a pantie girdle 31. The pantie girdle which may be made
of any suitable material, is preferably formed of a some-
what elastic material to provide added support and has
knitted elastic bands 32 about the legs thereof. The front
section 33 of the girdle 31 is preferably reinforced with
an added layer of material and a pair of spaced stays 34.
If desired a similar construction may be employed on the
back which will greatly improve appearance and comfort
of the garment. In order to enable the wearer to put on
and remove this section of the garment, a zipper 35 is
provided in the left front section as illustrated in the
drawings.

The skirt 36 of the bottom section has a false pleat 36
that is adapted to be opened for a short distance of the
skirt length as indicated at 36’ to provide access to the
zipper 35. Both the skirt 36 and the pantie girdle 31 are
joined to the elastic belt 13 which is provided with a
plurality of button holes 37 positioned to correspond to
the position of the buttons 29 on the belt or midriff 11 of
the waist 10.

To emphasize the important advantages of this inven-
tion it may be pointed out that the waist 10 may be made
in two or three different sizes with each size having a series
of different size cups. The skirts 12 may be arranged
broadly in two sizes with the large size having both long
and medium skirts and the small size having both medium
and short skirts. In this way, a minimum number of
different sized waist and skirt sections need be made to
meet most all requirements and at the same time provide
a well fitting, attractive and comfortable suit.

While only one embodiment of the invention has been
shown and described, it is apparent that changes, modi-
fications and ‘alterations may be made without departing
from the true scope and spirit thereof.
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What is claimed is:

1. A bathing suit comprising a waist having an elastic
midriff band, a bottom section including a girdle, an over-
lying, skirt and. an_elastic: belt secured. to said’ skirt and
girdle, and automatically aligning means; on. said band
and.belt to:secure one to.the: other to form a substantially
unitary garment

2. A bathing: suit. accordlng to claim 1, wherein waist
and associated band are.closed by a zipper. disposed cen-
trally of the front and.said belt, skirt and girdle are open-
able along a. vertical line displaced from the center of said
bottom section.

3. A bathing, suit according to claim 1, wherein said
waist. and gu‘dle include supporting stays.

4. A woman’s_ bathing suit comprising a. plurality of
vertically disposed. panels joined one to the other to form
a. waist, fastening means disposed. along the front of said
walst to open.and close it, shoulder straps coupled with the
upper edge of said waist, an elastic band secured to the
lower. perimeter. of the. panels, a pair of cups formed in
the front of said waist, a pair of stays disposed about each
cup and extending from the top edge of said waist to said
elastic band, a pantie girdle havmg leg openings mcludmg
an elastlc band about each opening, at least one pa1r of
spaced stays disposed in the front of said girdle, a zipper
for- opening: and closing said girdle spaced from and
parallel to one of said stays, an overlying skirt having an
opening aligned with said zipper, an elastic belt joined to
both the girdle and skirt to form a unitary garment, and
means for securing said band and belt one to the other in
overlying relatlonshlp

5. A woman’s bathing suit comprising at least two front
panels and at least two-rear panels coupled one to the
other. to form an open.front waist, 2 zipper between said
front panels to close said waist, an elastic band surround-
ing the lower perimeter of said waist, a pair of shoulder
straps.each connected between a rear panel and the asso-
ciated front panel, said: front panels each being cupped
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outwardly and having a pair of stays extending from said
band upwardly about the edges of said cup and joined to
the upper edge of said panel at the point of joinder of the
associated shoulder strap, a pantie girdle having leg open-
ings including an elastic band about each opening, at least
one pair of spaced stays disposed in the front of said girdle,
a zipper for opening and closing said girdle spaced from
and parallel to one of said' stays; an overlying skirt having
an opening aligned with said zipper, an elastic belt joined
to both the girdle and skirt to form a unitary garment, and
means for securing said belt'and band one to the other in
overlying relatlonshlp

6. A woman’s bathing suit according to claim 5, where-
in said belt and skirt are openable to expose said zipper
and said belt is provided with means for fastening its ends
together with the edges of the opening in said skirt in
overlapping relationship to completely cover the zipper
and relieve at least part of the stress thereon.
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