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The present invention relates to an article of clothing, 
particularly a woman's one-piece swim suit. The prin 
cipal object of the present invention is to provide a 
construction of neat, attractive appearance having novel 
ornamentation thereon, so constructed that a standard 
garment may accommodate a wide range of variations 
in length, girth, and shape of wearers, while preserving 
the neat, attractive, ornamental appearance of the gar 
ment. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

means in a garment of the foregoing character whereby 
the appearance of slimness of the wearer from the front 
is accentuated regardless of the bodily configuration of 
the wearer, all variations of the girth of the wearer be 
ing accommodated by lateral stretching of the back por 
tion only of the garment, and all variations in length of 
the wearer being accommodated by vertical stretching of 
the front portion only of the garment. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

means in a garment of the foregoing character in which 
the presence of longitudinal seams joining subpanels of 
the front portion of the garment is rendered inconspicu 
ous, by including such seams in puffed shirring serving 
as conspicuous portions of the ornamental appearance 
of the garment. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will be more readily apparent from inspection of the 
accompanying drawings, taken in connection with the 
following specification, wherein like numerals refer to 
like parts throughout and in which a preferred form of 
the present invention is described and illustrated. 

Referring to the drawings, 
Fig. 1 discloses a woman's one-piece swim suit con 

structed in accordance with the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a detail enlargement taken from within the 

area included within the circle marked with the numeral 
2 on Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken substantially along 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a rear view, on a reduced scale, of the gar 
ment illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The garment herein illustrated comprises a woman's 

one-piece Swim suit including a bodice portion 10 com 
prising breast cups 1, the lower portions of which are 
generally smooth and the upper portions of which are 
ornamented and made laterally stretchable by including 
a shirred area 12 having concealed elastic bands therein. 
The present invention is concerned principally with the 
portion of the garment below the breast cups, herein con 
veniently designated as an integral torso cover 3. The 
torso cover includes a front covering portion 14 and a 
back covering portion 15, the two portions being joined 
by elastic side seams 16 extending longitudinally from 
top to bottom of the garment, Such side seams including 
elastic cords (not shown). The lower edge of the back 
covering portion is provided with a central tab 17 which 
provides a crotch portion for the garment, the tab being 
connected in front with a concealed front portion of 
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a panty constructed in accordance with the patent to 
Christensen 2,550,327, April 24, 1951, details thereof 
not being herein disclosed. - The back covering portion 15 preferably comprises a 
pair of panels 18 and 19 joined by a central longitudinal 
seam 20. Each of the panels is formed of nonstretch 
able fabric gathered by elastic cords so as to be nonelastic 
in the vertical sense, but greatly elastic laterally. Elas 
ticity is provided by a plurality of closely spaced, laterally 
extending elastic cords 21 secured by loop stitches to the 
inner surface of the panel while in stretched condition 
when the panel is laid out flat. The garment is formed 
when the elastic cords 21 are relaxed, whereby the entire 
back portion comprises a plurality of generally parallel, 
closely spaced shirring ribs running longitudinally of the 
garment. Preferably the number of elastic cords 21 per 
inch is much greater in the midriff section than toward 
the top and bottom of the garment, and the cords are 
stretched to a greater extent when being attached to the 
fabric in the midriff section than at the top and bottom 
of the garment, whereby greater confining force is pro 
vided at the midriff. Preferably the panels are So cut 
that the elastic cords run generally normal to the side 
seams 16, whereby the cords 21 extend angularly from 
the central seam 20. Therefore, when the garment is 
stretched over the body of the wearer the majority of 
the shirring of the back covering portion runs generally 
vertical, so that the appearance of slimness from the 
back is advanced. It is to be stressed that the back cov 
ering portion is stretchable laterally of the garment 
only, except near the side seams 16 where the relaxed 
elastic therein has drawn the material. The back cov 
ering portion is generally longer than the front covering 
portion when the garment is not in use, as illustrated 
in Fig. 1. 

While the panty construction disclosed in the Christen 
sen patent permits the garment to accommodate itself to 
wearers having a wide range of torso length or girth, 
the present invention permits such adjustment without 
appearing to distort or stretch the front covering portion 
of the garment. The front covering portion comprises 
a pair of side panels 22 and 23 and a central panel 24, 
all of nonstretchable fabric, the panels being joined to 
gether by longitudinal midway seams 25 and 26 extend 
ing substantially midway between the longitudinal cen 
terline of the front of the garment and the respective side 
seam 16. The side seams are shirred and include elastic 
means, and each of the midway seams 25 and 26 is shirred 
and includes elastic means whereby the entire front of 
the garment is provided with large gathers 27 extending 
from side to side thereof from the bodice portion to 
the lower edge thereof. The front covering portion is 
entirely nonelastic in the lateral sense but may be stretched 
longitudinally of the garment to the extent permitted by 
the elastic side seams and the elastic midway seams. 
Therefore, as the garment is worn by a person having 
a short torso, the side seams and midway seams may re 
main relaxed, preserving the gathers 27 to their full ex 
tent; however, when the garment is worn by a person 
having a long torso, the side seams and midway seams 
permit longitudinal stretching of the front covering por 
tion. The amount of stretch given to the elastic means 
when the side seams 16 and midway seams 25 and 26 are 
formed is greater than the amount of stretch which could 
be imparted thereto by the longest torso which could be 
accommodated by the garment, therefore the garment 
is always provided with lateral gathers regardless of by 
whom it may be worn. 
The ornamental appearance of the garment is en 

hanced by accentuating the midway seams 25 and 26 
from the bottom of the garment to the lower edges of 
the breast cups 11, This is accomplished by attaching 
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to the rear surface of the fabric at each of the midway 
seams an elastic band 28 of considerable width, for ex 
ample approximately one inch in width. The band is so 
formed as to have considerable longitudinal stretch, no 
stretch laterally, and to be highly resistant to folding 
longitudinally. The elastic band is attached to the fabric 
by a pair of lines of stitches 29, applied when the band. 
is stretched, the lines of stitches being parallel to each 
other and adjacent the respective longitudinal edges of 
the elastic band 28. The lines of stitches 29 are parallel 
to and substantially equally spaced from the midway 
seam, and are applied in such manner that the width of 
fabric of the side panel (panel 23 as illustrated in Fig. 
2) between the respective line of stitching 29 and the 
midway seam 26, and the width of fabric of the central 
panel 24 between the respective line of stitching 29 and 
the midway seam 26, is greater than one-half of the width 
of the band 28 between the lines of stitching 29. There 
fore, when the band is relaxed and the garment formed, 
the fabric of the front covering portion between the 
lines of stitches 29 at each midway seam is drawn up into 
a puffed, tightly crinkled, ornamental ridge, and the 
loose gathers 27 are provided entirely across the front of 
the garment. The lines of stitching 29 are maintained 
parallel to each other by the lateral rigidity of the elastic 
band 28. When the garment is worn by a wearer hav 
ing a long torso, no drawing or wrinkling is apparent 
since the loose gathers conceal any drawn portions. 
The garment may, of course, be formed as a strapless 

garment or may, as illustrated, be provided with shoulder 
straps 30 attached to the upper edge of the front of the 
garment and provided with buttonholes 31 for connec 
tion to concealed buttons 32 at the upper edge of the 
back of the garment, or equivalent means. It is like 
wise to be appreciated that in place of the ornamental 
shirring 12, any other desired ornamentation may be ap 
plied to the front of the bodice. 

Having illustrated and described preferred embodi 
ments of the present invention, it should be apparent 
to those skilled in the art that the same permits of modi 
fication in detail and arrangement. I claim as my inven 
tion all such modifications as come within the true spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A woman's one-piece swim suit comprising a bodice 

portion and an integral torso covering portion, said torso 
covering portion comprising a front covering portion 
and a back covering portion, said front covering portion 
being stretchable only longitudinally of the suit and said 
back covering portion being stretchable only laterally 
of the suit, elastic side seams joining said portions to 

4. 
gether at their side edges, and a pair of puffed shirrings 
extending longitudinally of said front covering portion, 
each lying midway between the longitudinal centerline 
of the garment and the respective side seam, each of said 
puffed shirrings comprising a fabric covering and a re 
laxed band of elastic web underlying the fabric and two 
lines of stitching joining said band to the fabric, said lines 
of stitching being parallel to each other, extending longi 
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tudinally of the band, and being respectively adjacent 
the longitudinal edges of the band, said band being elastic 
in the longitudinal direction only and being resistant to 
longitudinal folding, and the width of fabric between 
said lines of stitching being greater than the width of 
band between said lines of stitching. 

2. A woman's one-piece swim suit comprising a bodice 
portion and an integral torso covering portion, said torso 
covering portion comprising nonstretchable fabric 
throughout and comprising a front covering portion 
and a back covering portion, the fabric of said 
front covering portion being attached to elastic means 
extending longitudinally of the Suit and the fabric of said 
back covering portion being attached to elastic means 
extending laterally of the suit whereby the fabric is gath 
ered laterally throughout said front covering portion and 
longitudinally throughout said back covering portion, 
elastic side seams joining said portions together at their 
side edges, and a pair of puffed shirrings extending longi 
tudinally of said front covering portion, each lying midway 
between the longitudinal centerline of the suit and the re 
spective side seam, each of said puffed shirrings comprising 
a relaxed band of elastic web underlying the fabric and 
two lines of stitching joining said band to the fabric, said 
lines of stitching being parallel to each other, extending 
longitudinally of the band, and being respectively adjacent 
the longitudinal edges of the band, said band being elas 
tic in the longitudinal direction only and being resistant 
to longitudinal folding, and the width of fabric between 
said lines of stitching being considerably greater than 
the width of band between said lines of stitching. 
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