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To all, whon, it invay conce77. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. BUCK, of 

St. Paul, Ramsey county, Minnesota, have in 
vented certain Improvements in Speaking 

5 Tubes for Street and Steam Railway Cars, of 
which the following is a specification. 
Myinvention relates to animproved attach 

ment for street and steam railway cars where 
by the conductor upon the outer platform can 

To call off the streets or stops of the car without 
opening and closing the door. 
To this end my invention consists in run 

ning a speaking-tube from the ends of the car 
along the roof, terminating in a bell-shaped 

15 receiver at or near the center of the ceiling 
for transmitting and disseminating the Sound 
downward, the receiver being provided with 
a partition separating the two parts of the 
tube, in order to deflect the sound from either 

2 o downward into the receiver. Each end of the 
tube upon the outside of the car is provided 
with a flexible speaking-tube mouthpiece of 
the ordinary type for the use of the conductor. 
My invention further consists in the con 

25 struction and combination hereinafter par 
ticularly described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure I is a ver 
tical longitudinal section of a street-car pro 

3o vided with my improved invention. Fig. 2 
is a detail of the bell-shaped receiver, par 
tially broken away to show the partition di 
viding the two parts of the tube. Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of the same, and Fig. 4 is a detail 

35 of a modified form of receiver shown provided 
With but one speaking-tube. 
In the drawings the two parts 2 and 3 of the 

Speaking-tube are shown secured, along the 
ceiling of the car A by means of staples or 

similar supports 4. Arranged at or near the 4o 
center of the car is a bell-shaped receiver 5, 
the tubes 2 and 3 converging into the top of 
the receiver, so that the sound is transmitted 
and disseminated downward into the car. The 
receiver is provided with a central partition 45 
6, separating the two parts of the tube, so that 
the sound from either part will be deflected 
downward into the receiver. 
At each end of the tube, upon the outside 

of the car, is the flexible speaking-tube 7 and 
the mouthpiece 8 of the ordinary type for the 
use of the conductor. This mouthpiece is 
adapted to be hung, when not in use, upon a 
Suitable supporting-bracket 9, secured upon 
the end of the car. - 55 

In Fig. 4 I show a receiver provided with 
but One speaking-tube for use where it is nec 
essary to communicate with the interior of 
the car from one end only. 

It will be evident that my invention will be 
equally useful upon ordinary steam and ele 
Vated railway cars, so that the brakeman can 
call off the stops without opening the door, a 
Very important matter in cold weather. 
I claim- 65 
The combination with a car, of the speak 

ing-tubes arranged along its wall, the mouth 
pieces for the outer ends of said tubes, the 
bowl-shaped receiver connecting the inner 
ends of Said tubes, and the centrally-arranged 7o 
partition in said receiver for deflecting the 
sound from either tube downward. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
GEORGE W. BUCK. 

Witnesses: 
H. S. JOHNSON, 
MINNIE. T. THAUWALD. 

  


