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To all whom it may CORCEri:

Be it known that I, JASPER L. PURPLE, of
Owego, in the county of Tioga and Stare of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Casters; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved caster for safes and heavy furniture de-
tached., Fig. 2 is a side view showing the
same in position for operation. Fig. 3 is &
vertical transverse sectional view taken on the
line # # in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4.is a longitudinal
vertical sectional view taken on the line yy in
Fig. 3. .

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures.

This invention relates to furniture-casbers;
and it has forits object to provide a caster for
safes and other heavy bodies and articles the
natureand excessive weight of which precludes
the employment of the ordinary swiveling cas-
ters, and which for this reason are ordinarily
provided with simple wheels or rollers,which
make it necessary to lift or pry them into the
direction in which they are to he moved.

The invention consists in the improved con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts, which will be hereinafter fully described,
and particularly pointed out in the eclaims.

In the drawings hereto annexed, A desig-
nates the frame or body of my improved cast-
er, which consists of a suitable elongated
block provided with an upwardly-extending
pintle or spindle, B, by means of which it is
swiveled in the bearing provided for ifs recep-
tion in the under side of the safe or furniture
leg C, to which it is to beapplied, and which
is designated by letter D in Figs. 2, 8, and 4
of the drawings. The outer end of the block
or frame A is provided with an outwardly or
forwardly extending stud, E, affording a jour-
nal or bearing for a wheel or roller, F,arranged
to bear against the under side or bottom of the
safe or other piece of furniture to which my
improved caster is applied. The under side
of the block A is provided with alongitudinal

slot or opening. G, in which is journaled
the caster-wheel H, the bearings of which are
at a point centrally between the pintle B and

‘the bearing of the roller F. The sides of the

block or frame A are provided with laterally-
extending studs I I, forming journals for a

“pair of caster-wheels, J J, which, in eommon

with the wheel or roller F, are arranged to
bear against the under side of the safe or other
article of furniture. Theselatter caster-wheels
or rollers J J are arranged on diametrically-
opposite sides of the pintle B, so as to relieve
any weight upon the latter and prevent frie-
tional resistance when the device is manipu-
lated. The inner or rear end of the block or
frame A is provided on its under side with a
slot or recess, K, the sides of which are pro-
vided with boxes or bearings for a longitudi-
nally -arranged wheel or roller, L,the periphery
of which is normally some distance above that
of the caster-wheel H, or raised from thefloor
so that the said wheel shall not be in opera-
tion, except in case of the tipping or tilting
of the safe or article of furniture to which my
improved caster isapplied—such as when, for
instance, in the act of moving the safe or other
article, an obstruction should beencountered.

From the foregoing description, taken in
conneection with the drawings hereto annexed,
the operation and advantages of thisinvention
will be readily understood without requiring
any extended explanation.

The outer friction-wheel, F, relieves the di-
rect weight upon the caster-wheel H, and en-
ables the latter to sustain a very considerable
weight without danger of breaking down. The
friction-wheels F and J J, bearing against the
under side of the safe or other article, enable
the caster-frame to turn readily upon its spin-
dle and toadjustitself to the directionin which
itis desired to move the articlemounted there-
on.

The general construction is simple and in-
expensive, and the device is thoroughly effi-
cient in operation, in that it enables heavy ar-
ticles or bodies to be easily moved or manipu-
lated.

In the practical manufacture of this inven-
tion minor changes in the construction of de-
tails may sometimes be found necessary or de-
sirable, and to provide for such cases 1 would
have it understood that I do not limit myself
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to the precise eonstruction and arrangement
of parts herein shown and desecribed, but re-
serve to myself the right to all such changes
and modifications as may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described myinvention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

" United States—
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1. In a caster, the combination of a suitable
block or frame, a swiveling pintle extending
upwardly from the same, afriction-wheel jour-
naled at the outer end of said frame and adapted
to bear against the under side of the article or
body to which the said caster is applied, fric-
tion wheels or rollers journaled to the sides of

“the frame on diametrically-opposite sides of

the pintle, and the caster-wheel journaled lon-
gitudinally in the frame, and having its bear-
ings centrally between the pintle and the
outer friction-wheel, substantially as and for
the purpose herein set forth.

2. In a caster, the combination of asuitable
block or frame, a pintle extending upwardly

-from the same, a friction - wheel journaled

transversely at the outer end of the said frame
and adapted to bear against the under side of
the article or body to which the said caster is
applied, a caster-wheel journaled in the said
frame and having its bearingsat a point about
centrally between the swiveling pintle and the
outer friction-wheel, and a wheel or roller
journaled longitudinally at the inner end of

the frame and having ifs periphery normally
raised from the floor with which it shall come
in:contact only in the event of the tipping or 33
tilting of thearticle or body to which the caster

is applied, substantially as and for the pur-
pose herein shown and specified.

3. In a caster, the combination of a snitable
block or frame, a swiveling pintle extending 40
upwardly from the same, a friction-wheel jour-
naled transversely at the outer end of the said
frame and adapted to bear against the under
side of the article or body to which the caster
is applied, a caster-wheel journaled in thesaid 45
frame and having its bearings at a point about
centrally between the pintle and the outer frie-
tion-wheel; friction wheels or rollers journaled
to the sides of the frame on diametrically-op-
posite sides of the pintle, and a wheel or roller
journaled longitudinally at the inner end of
the frame and having its periphery normally
raised from the floor, with which it shall come
in contact only in the event of the tipping or -
tilting of the article or body to which the 353
caster is applied, substantially as and for the
purpose herein shown and specified. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JASPER L. PURPLE..

50

Witnesses:
C. M. BROOKS,
C. W. H. SMmITH.




