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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for constructing a mobility model for use in 
optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS communica 
tion System is disclosed, which comprises Steps of collecting 
a plurality of network traffic Statistic data of a plurality of 
desired items, wherein the desired items are related to the 
behavior of a plurality of Subscribers of the wireless com 
munication System; constructing the mobility model accord 
ing to the network traffic Statistic data, wherein the mobility 
model is for modeling the mobility behavior of the subscrib 
ers, and optimizing mobility management according to the 
mobility model. 
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SYSTEM FOR CONSTRUCTING AMOBILITY 
MODEL FOR USE IN MOBILITY MANAGEMENT 
NAWIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMAND 

METHOD THEREOF 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001) 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 The invention relates in general to a system for use 
in optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS commu 
nication System and the method thereof, and more particu 
larly to a System for constructing a mobility model for use 
in optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS commu 
nication System and the method thereof. 
0003 2. Description of the Related Art 
0004. In order to satisfy the convenience, efficiency 
requirement of the modern people, wireleSS communication 
Systems have been developed rapidly. All kinds of wireleSS 
communication devices, Such as cell phones or mobile 
Stations, are widely used in the World. 
0005 FIG. 1 shows the rough architecture of a sample 
wireleSS communication network. Using a cellular System as 
an example, the geographical coverage area of the wireleSS 
communication System is partitioned into cells, Served by 
base stations. Each mobile station of an individual Sub 
Scriber is connected to the wireleSS network via the base 
Stations. The coverage of cells differs greatly according to 
various factors, Such as the power of the base Station, the 
geographical features (e.g. mountains, Valleys, rivers) within 
the cells, the area (e.g. city, Suburb) of the cells, the 
architecture (e.g. tall buildings, railroad, highway) within 
the cells, etc. One or more cells are respectively combined 
to a location area (LA), also known as Paging Area, Routing 
Area, or Registration Area in Some Systems. Basically, a 
location area is a region in which Subscribers can move 
arbitrarily without requiring a location area update, which 
incurs central database update (e.g. in a Home Location 
Register or Visitor Location Register) of the location area 
information that is utilized for describing the current loca 
tion area of Subscribers. The Size of a location area is defined 
to cover the demands raised by traffic density and flow, 
population density and Subscriber mobility, etc. 

0006 Mobility management enables the wireless net 
work to find the locations of mobile stations So as to deliver 
incoming calls, messages, or packets to mobile Stations. 
Mobility management includes location update, paging, and 
other operations, Such as handover, that are related to the 
location or mobility of Subscribers. Since subscribers are 
free to move within the Service area of the System, the 
System can only maintain the approximate location of each 
Subscriber. When a connection needs to be established for a 
particular Subscriber, the System has to determine the Sub 
Scriber's exact location, to the accuracy of a cell, within the 
location area. When a Subscriber leaves the border of the 
Specific location area, the mobile Station must register its 
new location area through Signaling the location area infor 
mation to the System. This procedure is called updating 
(location area update), or location registration. The updating 
procedure is for informing the System about the current 
location area of the Subscriber. Besides location area update, 
there are also other types of location update that will be 
described later in this specification. When the system tries to 

Aug. 26, 2004 

deliver a phone call or message to a Subscriber by first 
finding the location of the Specific Subscriber, the System can 
Search among the cells within the current location area of the 
mobile Station. This procedure is called paging. The paging 
procedure is for determining the exact location, to the 
accuracy of a cell, of the Subscriber. 
0007 Because there are many tradeoffs and high com 
plexity involved, the parameters involved in mobility man 
agement are difficult to define in an optimal manner. For 
example, how to define the Scope, including Size and the 
border cells, of location areas So as to decrease the overall 
cost of the wireleSS communication System is an important 
issues for optimizing mobility management. Since a location 
area is composed of cells, the size and the border of each 
location area can be defined by deciding which cells are 
collected into the location area. If the Size of the location 
area is too Small, mobile Stations cross the location area 
frequently. As a result, the mobile Stations perform location 
area update frequently and the location accuracy is to a 
Smaller region, the System can thus have lower paging load. 
However, the System must waste its resources by performing 
frequent location area update, and the mobile Station must 
waste its power transmitting the location area update Signal. 
On the other hand, if the size of the location area is too large, 
mobile Stations croSS the border of the location areas rarely 
and do not perform location area update frequently. How 
ever, a large coverage area has to be paged when a call or a 
message arrives, which waste resource of the System. In 
addition, the border of the location area is also an important 
factor in defining the Scope of the location area. If the border 
of the location area is Set parallel to and close to major 
highways, or in heavy traffic regions where population and 
mobility behavior of the subscribers are high, the subscrib 
erS may result in much location area update. Furthermore, 
the SubscriberS may cross the border of a specific location 
area back and forth, thereby causing much location area 
update, if the border of the location area is not properly Set. 
AS a result, the System wastes its resources by processing 
frequent location area update procedure, and the mobile 
Stations waste power transmitting the location area update 
Signal. 

0008 Various conventional mobility models, such as 
fluid flow model, gravity mode, random walk model, etc., are 
presented as a basis for Studying issues resulted from 
subscribers behavior. For further discussion, please refer to 
“Location Management for Next-Generation Personal Com 
munications Networks” (pp. 18-pp.24, IEEE Network, Sep 
tember/October 2000) incorporated herein by reference. 
Those conventional mobility models are more used for 
Studying issues resulted from Subscribers behavior, than 
optimizing mobility management for a live wireleSS com 
munication System. They lack enough precision and accu 
racy to practically optimize mobility management due to the 
following reasons. 

0009 First, each of these conventional models is based 
on certain intuitions and assumptions and might not cor 
rectly model realistic use of a live System. Taking the fluid 
flow model as an example, the fluid flow model is used for 
Simulating the aggregate mobility behavior of the fluid in the 
flow or any other Systems which the aggregate mobility 
behavior of the components in the system is like the fluid in 
the flow. It is obvious that the feature of the fluid flow is 
different from the Subscribers of the wireless communication 
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System in a crowded city. Therefore, the fitness of applying 
fluid flow model to model the aggregate mobility behavior 
of the Subscribers in a crowded city is questionable. In the 
Same manner, the fitness of other conventional mobility 
models is questionable for widespread use in optimizing 
mobility management in a live wireleSS communication 
System, Since the real model is usually different from a 
hypothetical one. 
0.010 Second, since the subscribers’ mobility behavior in 
a wireleSS communication System is complicated, Some of 
the conventional mobility models are oversimplified that 
they only Specifically put StreSS on certain factors and 
significantly simplify the complexity of the mobility behav 
ior of the Subscribers. Therefore, those conventional mobil 
ity models lack enough accuracy to reflect the real mobility 
behavior of Subscribers for optimization mobility manage 
ment. 

0.011 Third, since data of real wireless communication 
Systems are difficult to acquire, most of the conventional 
mobility models are proposed or built upon Simulated data, 
not a plurality of data obtained from real wireleSS commu 
nication Systems. Due to the above-described reasons, the 
reliance and the accuracy of the Simulation result of those 
mobility models are questionable if they are applied to 
optimizing mobility management. 
0012. In the present time, there is no optimal method or 
algorithm which is proven to be able to minimize the overall 
cost of mobility management based on realistic mobility 
model of Subscribers. From time to time, mobility manage 
ment parameters need to be redefined. For example, from 
time to time the Scope of location area needs to be redefined, 
Such as Splitting it into two new location areas when 
equipment of the old location area reaches its paging capac 
ity. In practice, mobility management parameters are defined 
according to the Subjective experience and rough judgment 
of the wireless operators. It is obvious that this kind of 
methods have difficulty minimizing the overall cost of 
mobility management. Although there are optimization algo 
rithms that can be used, as will be introduced and incorpo 
rated later in this specification, without a realistic mobility 
model their practicability and accuracy are highly limited. 
The conventional approaches either has difficulty to find the 
optimal Strategy out of numerous possible configurations, or 
do not concisely take into account the mobility characteris 
tics of the entire System. This results in extra or unbalanced 
resource consumption, and leads operators to more capital 
expenditure on hardware expansion as mobility manage 
ment traffic grows. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0013. It is therefore an objective of the present invention 
to provide a System for constructing a mobility model for use 
in optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS commu 
nication System and a method thereof So as to achieve the 
objectives, which the mobility model is constructed accord 
ing to network traffic Statistic data collected from the wire 
leSS communication System to realistically reflect the mobil 
ity behavior of the subscribers. In this manner when 
optimizing mobility management according to the mobility 
model of the present invention, the Overall cost can be 
reduced. Besides, the extra or unbalanced resource con 
Sumption, and the unnecessary capital expenditure on hard 
ware expansion as mobility management traffic grows can 
be avoided. 
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0014. According to the objectives of the present inven 
tion, a System is provided for constructing a mobility model 
for use in optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS 
communication System. The System comprises a processor 
and a storage medium. The processor further includes a 
mechanism for collecting a plurality of network traffic 
Statistic data of a plurality of desired items, wherein the 
desired items are related to the behavior of a plurality of 
Subscribers of the wireleSS communication System, a mecha 
nism for constructing the mobility model according to the 
network traffic statistic data, wherein the mobility model is 
for modeling the mobility behavior of the subscribers, and a 
mechanism for optimizing mobility management according 
to the mobility model. The Storage medium coupling to the 
processor is for Storing the network traffic Statistic data, data 
of the mobility model, and data of optimizing mobility 
management. 

0015. A method is also provided for constructing a mobil 
ity model for use in optimizing mobility management in a 
wireleSS communication System. The method comprises 
collecting a plurality of network traffic Statistic data of a 
plurality of desired items, wherein the desired items are 
related to the behavior of a plurality of subscribers of the 
wireleSS communication System; constructing the mobility 
model according to the network traffic Statistic data, wherein 
the mobility model is for modeling the mobility behavior of 
the Subscribers, and optimizing mobility management 
according to the mobility model. 

0016 Other objects, features, and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent from the following detailed 
description of the preferred but non-limiting embodiments. 
The following description is made with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0017 FIG. 1 shows a sample rough architecture of a 
wireleSS communication System; 

0018 FIG. 2 illustrates the flow chart of the mobility 
model construction method for use in optimizing mobility 
management according to the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention; 

0019 FIG. 3 shows a diagram used to explain the way to 
implement mobility model construction method of the 
present invention; 

0020 FIG. 4 illustrates the flow chart of optimizing a 
mobility management parameter according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention; and 

0021 FIG. 5 illustrates the system for executing the 
mobility model construction method for use in optimizing 
mobility management according to the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0022. The feature of the disclosed method of the present 
invention is to construct the mobility model of the wireless 
communication System according to network traffic Statistic 
data collected from the wireleSS communication System to 
realistically reflect the mobility behavior of the Subscribers 
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first, and then optimize the mobility management related 
parameters according to the mobility model of the present 
invention. 

0023 The conventional mobility models are either 
derived from other models that are based on certain intui 
tions and assumptions not Suitable for many practical Situ 
ations, or only Specifically put StreSS on certain factors to 
simplify the complexity of the mobility behavior of the 
subscribers. Therefore, those mobility models are not able to 
accurately reflect the real mobility behavior of subscribers 
for optimizing mobility management. In the present inven 
tion, a mobility model construction method is provided in 
order to construct a mobility model based on the network 
traffic statistic data collected from different parts of the real 
wireleSS communication System. The network traffic Statistic 
data may reflect different aspects and metrics of Subscribers 
behavior of the wireless network. The mobility model con 
Structed according to the network traffic Statistic data com 
bines all the different aspects and metrics of Subscribers 
behavior, and realistically reflects the mobility behavior of 
the Subscribers in the system. In addition, the mobility 
model of the present invention needs not be set up through 
oversimplifying the complexity of the wireleSS communica 
tion system. It can be utilized to provide the objective 
optimal solution to minimize the overall cost of mobility 
management when defining or redefining mobility manage 
ment related parameters, Such as the Scope of a location area. 
The capital expenditure of the System operators can thus be 
reduced. 

0024 FIG. 2 illustrates the flow chart of the mobility 
model construction method according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. The mobility model 
construction method according to the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention comprises the following Steps. In the 
beginning, Step 202 of collecting network traffic Statistic 
data of desired items is executed. The network traffic sta 
tistic data can be generated by different devices of the 
system, such as MSC, VLR of the Network Switching 
Subsystem (NSS) and/or the BSC of the Base Station 
Subsystem (BSS). The network traffic statistic data can, but 
not necessarily, be collected through the Operations Support 
Subsystem (OSS) or Operation and Maintenance Center 
(OMC) of the wireless communication system. 
0.025 In the preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the desired items include: Location Update or Total 
Location Update (LU, which includes different types of 
location update Such as location area update), Periodic 
Location Update (PLU), Attaching Location Update (ATA); 
Sum of Mobility Rate (XD); Handover (HO), which may be 
directional handover (HO) or handover due to a specific 
cause (e.g. Power Budget Handover, PBGT HO); calls, 
which may be Mobile Terminating Call (MTC) or Mobile 
Originating Call (MOC); ratio of mobility behavior causing 
handover (A), ratio of calls causing handover (B); SMS 
(Short Message Service) counter; Paging (PN), et cetera. 
Each of the desired items may help reflect a specific aspect 
of mobility behavior of the subscribers. In a preferred 
embodiment, the Location Update (LU) and Handover (HO) 
are the necessary items. Other items are optional items for 
implementing the better mode of the present invention. 
Detail of each item will be described in the following 
Specification. 
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0026. The step of collecting network traffic statistic data 
of desired items can further include a step of pre-processing 
the network traffic statistic data if needed. Since the network 
traffic Statistic data are generated by different devices of the 
System, the format may not be coherent. The pre-processing 
Step can be executed to unify the format of the network 
traffic Statistic data So as to apply the Statistic data to 
construct the mobility model. For example, the Statistic data 
of some desired items may be hourly based and that of other 
items may be daily based. The time unit of the statistic data 
of all desired items can be unified through executing the 
pre-processing Step. In addition, the corresponding geo 
graphical area of the Statistics of all desired items can be 
determined and unified as well through executing the pre 
processing step. 

0027. Then, step 204 of constructing a mobility model for 
modeling mobility behavior of subscribers in the system is 
executed. The mobility model implies knowledge Such as 
how many subscribers move from one cell to another cell at 
different time. To understand the construction of mobility 
model, analogy in computer vision may be helpful: With 
photos of a certain object from Several different angles, a 
computer with advanced computer vision algorithms is able 
to construct the 3D model of the object based on these 2D 
photos. Similarly, the construction of mobility model is 
based upon network traffic Statistic data containing different 
aspects and metrics of subscribers behavior from different 
parts of the wireleSS network. AS mentioned above, the 
contributing information Sources may include time Series of 
counters and Success ratio of location update, handover, 
paging, calls, etc. By itself, each of these observations 
reveals only a slice of the complete state of the subscribers 
mobility behavior. The present invention interweaves the 
data gathered from these disparate information Sources to 
construct the mobility model of Subscribers. One equation, 
Simultaneous equations, inequations, or nonlinear math 
ematics (e.g. neural network) corresponding to the network 
traffic Statistic data can be Solved to generate the mobility 
model, which is an accurate Spatial-temporal model of 
subscribers’ mobility behavior, over time and between every 
pair of cells. 

0028. In the preferred embodiment, in order to construct 
the mobility model, the behavior of the subscribers corre 
sponding to each cell is determined first. Please refer to FIG. 
3, which shows a diagram used to explain the way to 
implement mobility model construction method of the 
present invention. Taking CELL as an example, it belongs 
to the location area LA1 and is a border cell of LA1. CELL 
is neighbor to CELL and CELL, which belongs to the 
location area LA2 and LA3 respectively, as shown in FIG. 
3. 

0029. In the preferred embodiment, when constructing 
the mobility model of the system, the mobility behavior of 
the Subscribers in each border cell of the location area are 
determined first, then the mobility behavior of the subscrib 
ers in the inner cells, which are not border cells, of the 
location area are determined. 

0030. It should be noted that not only when the subscriber 
crosses the border of the Specific location area to another 
location area will the mobile Station execute the location 
update procedure. For example, when a Subscriber has 
stayed in the Specific location area over a specific period of 
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time without Sending information to the wireleSS network, or 
when the Subscriber turns on the mobile station in the 
Specific location area, the mobile Station may execute the 
location update procedure as well. 

0031) The Location Update (LU) of CELL represents 
the total number of location update recorded in CELL 
during a predetermined time period. In the preferred 
embodiment, the magnitude of Location Update (LU) can 
be determined by the following items. (a). Sum of Mobility 
Rate (XD) which represents the total number of the sub 
Scribers which move from the neighbor cells (e.g. CELL 
and CELL) belonging to another location area (e.g. LA2 
and LA3 respectively) into CELL (e.g. CELL). (b). Peri 
odic Location Update (PLU) which represents the Periodic 
Location Update triggered by mobile Stations that have 
stayed in CELL over a specific period of time without 
Sending information to the network. (c). Attaching Location 
Update (ATA) which represents the times of mobile stations 
being turned on in CELL during the predetermined time 
period. The relation among Sum of Mobility Rate (XD), 
Periodic Location Update (PLU), and Attaching Location 
Update (ATA) selected from the set of network traffic data 
can be shown as the mobility equation (Eq.1) as follows: 

Lific, celli is adjacent to celli, and celli belongs to a different 
LA than ceili.D. PLUATA) (Eq. 1) 

0.032 Areasonable f can be chosen according to practice. 
For example, an applicable form of Eq.1 and f is: 

j, cell j is adjacent to cell i, and cell j belongs to a different 
LA than cell i.D+PLU+ATA; (Eq. 1") 

0033) It should be noted that Sum of Mobility Rate (XD) 
represents the total number of mobile Stations moving into 
CELL from cells belonging to a different location area from 
that of CELL. Sum of Mobility Rate (X,D) is a necessary 
term in the right hand Side of equation (Eq.1), and other 
terms in the right hand Side may be skipped in certain 
embodiments, in exchange for faster processing while lower 
accuracy. If terms in the right hand Side besides Sum of 
Mobility Rate (XD) are skipped, Location Update (LU) are 
considered to be close to Location Area Update described in 
the Description of the Related Art of the present specifica 
tion. In addition, all other situations than the above-dis 
closed situations which the mobile station will execute 
location update can be put into consideration when con 
Structing the mobility model. 

0034. When a mobile station moves from the coverage of 
CELL 1 to that of CELL 2, the connection between the 
mobile Station and the network System must be changed 
from via the base station of CELL 1 to that of CELL 2. The 
proceSS is called handover. There are different causes of 
handover, Such as power budget, quality, interference, and 
level of signals being better in the new cell. Note that not 
only the mobility behavior of subscribers but also other 
causes can cause handover. According to our experience, 
Power Budget Handover (PBGT HO) is usually more fre 
quently caused by mobility behavior of Subscribers than 
handover of other causes. Nevertheless, a Substantial portion 
of handover represents the times of mobile Stations moving 
from other neighbor cells, such as from CELL to CELL. In 
a typical wireleSS communication System, there can be 
different types of handover statistic data. For instance Direc 
tional Handover (HO) statistic data record the times of 
subscribers moving from CELL to CELL, with knowledge 
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of both the source cell (CELL) and destination cell (CELL). 
In certain wireleSS communication Systems, Power Budget 
Handover (PBGT HO) statistic data may record the total 
number of handover caused by power budget, from all 
neighboring cells into the destination cell (CELL), without 
differentiating the Source cell. In Some other wireleSS com 
munication systems, Power Budget Handover (PBGT HO) 
Statistic data may contain more specific directional informa 
tion by recording the number of handover caused by power 
budget, from the source cell (CELL) to the destination cell 
(CELL). 
0035. The magnitude of handover can relate to factors 
such as: (a). Mobility Rate (D) which represents the times 
of the mobile stations moving from CELL to CELL; (b). 
Call Rate (e.g. C, or C), which is a function of Mobile 
Terminating Call (e.g. MTC, or MTC) and Mobile Origi 
nating Call (e.g. MOC, or MOC). Mobile Terminating Call 
(e.g. MTC, or MTC) represents the times of subscribers 
located within a cell (e.g. CELL or CELL) receiving calls; 
Mobility Originating Call (e.g. MOC, or MOC) represents 
the times of subscribers located within a cell (e.g. CELL or 
CELL) calling out. 
0036). In one embodiment, the relation among Directional 
Handover (HO), Mobility Rate (D), Call Rate (C), 
Mobile Terminating Call (MTC, or MTC), Mobility Origi 
nating Call (MOC, or MOC) can be defined by the Mobility 
Equations (Eq2 and Eq3) as follows: 

HOji=f(D C) (Eq2) 

C=f(MTC MOC, MTC MOC) (Eq3) 

0037 Eq2 and f, as well as Eq3 and f, can further be 
implemented with a reasonable Selection of linear or non 
linear equations. For instance, one of the Simplest forms 
applicable is: 

0038 A is the ratio of mobility behavior causing han 
dover, and B is the ratio of calls causing handover. The 
parameters A, and B, as well as Di, of border cells can be 
derived by applying corresponding network Statistic data 
(e.g. LU, PLU, ATA, MTC, MOC, MTC, MOC HO of 
border cells) to the equations (Eq1', Eq2, and Eq3") and See 
what A and B generates the best result (e.g. with minimum 
least square error.) Therefore, the mobility behavior of the 
Subscribers corresponding to CELL that are border cells can 
be determined. There can be different A and B for different 
time, when the CELL is having different loading, or 
between different pairs of cells, given enough Statistic data 
for calculation. Therefore, A and B can be further Specified 
as A and B, A, and B, or A and B. In addition, all other 
Situations than the above-disclosed situations which the 
mobile Station will execute handover or whose counter is 
related to that of handover can be put into consideration 
when construction the mobility model. 

0039) Referring to FIG.3 again, the mobility behavior of 
the Subscribers corresponding to all border cells of LA1, 
Such as CELL, CELL, CELLs, CELL, CELL7, and 
CELL, can be calculated in the same manner. Since A, of all 
border cells of LA1 are available, the A of inner cells of 
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LA1, Such as CELL, can be calculated by that of the 
neighboring cells according to the following Mobility Equa 
tion Eq4: 

Af,(A1 A2 A3 A4, As. As A7, As) (Eq4) 
0040 Since B, of all border cells of LA1 are available, the 
B; of inner cells of LA1, Such as CELL, can be calculated 
by that of the neighboring cells according to the following 
Mobility Equation Eq.5: 

B=f(B1 B2, B3, B4, B5, B5, B7, Bs) (Eq.5) 
0041 Eq4 and f, as well as Eq.5 and f, can further be 
implemented with a reasonable Selection of linear or non 
linear equations. For instance, one of the Simplest forms 
applicable is: 

As HOsoHAHOoA, HOzo-AshiOso)/(HOo 
HO-o-HOso-HOo-HOso-HOo-HO-o-HOso) (Eq4) 

Coot-C7ot-Cso) (Eq.5") 
0.042 Another more accurate but computationally inten 
Sive example of implementation of Eq4 and f is: 

0043. The simultaneous equations of Eq1-Eq5 of cells in 
the location area can thus be listed, and A, B, D, can be 
Solved with Standard Statistical methods given enough data 
points of network statistic data. The mobility behavior of the 
subscribers can thus be determined. The mobility model 
based on various network traffic Statistic data collected from 
the real network system to model the mobility behaviors of 
the Subscribers in the real network System can thus be 
constructed. 

0044) Every single cell in the location area contributes to 
the total paging number of the location area (PNL). Taking 
CELL of LA1 as an example, Paging Rate (PR) of CELL 
represents the number of paging of PN contributed by 
paging Subscribers in CELL. PR can be calculated accord 
ing to the mobility Equation (Eq6) as follows: 

0045 MTC represents the times subscribers, located 
within CELL, receiving phone calls. MTC represents the 
times of Subscribers, located within LA1, receiving phone 
calls. Therefore, MTC=XMTC, for all CELL i belonging 
to LA1. Paging Rate of others cells can thus be calculated in 
the same manner. 

0046. It should be noted that all other situations than the 
above-disclosed situations which the mobile station will 
execute paging can be put into consideration when con 
Structing the mobility model. 
0047 As another example, mobility model can also be 
constructed Starting with the following equations: i,j are 
indices to CELLs, 

LU=(Xi cell agent to cell i, and cell j belongs to a different 
LA than cell i. Dii)*K, (Eq.7) 
HO=DA-C*B; (Eq8) 
PBGT HO=(X, cell j is adjacent to cell ;D)*E+C, *Fi (Eq9) 

0.048 Eq. 7 is similar to Eq. 1", and Eq. 8 is similar to Eq. 
2", except certain terms are ignored because they are Small 
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in magnitude relatively. Among all different types of han 
dover, Eq. 9 utilizes Statistic data of certain handover due to 
a specific cause which may most likely be resulted from 
subscribers’ mobility behavior. For example, PBGT HO, 
which Stands for power budget handover, is handover due to 
the cause of power budget. In our experience, PBGT HO is 
more likely to be resulted from subscribers’ mobility behav 
ior, as compared to handover caused by quality, interference, 
or level. In some wireless communication systems, PBGT 
HO, cannot differentiate the Source cells, and in some other 
wireless communication systems, PBGT HO can differen 
tiate the Source cells. In this embodiment, PBGTHO, which 
cannot differentiate the Source cells, is used as an example. 
Because PBGT HO can be caused by mobility behavior of 
subscribers, the first term in Eq.9 is proportional to the times 
of subscribers moving into CELL. However, PBGTHO, can 
also result from random noises or interferences that decrease 
the power level of Signals. Such that a handover is needed to 
maintain the Signal level, hence the Second term in Eq. 9 
reflects the fact that a portion of the calls will suffer from a 
decrease in Signal level that results in a power budget 
handover. 

0049. The mobility model construction can also be 
extended with first applying a step of Smoothing the call rate 
C. This Step is to Smoothen the noises in the data to get the 
underlying pattern. Therefore, instead of Eq. 10, we have the 
following: 

C=(MTC+MOC)/2+', celli is adjacento cel (MTC+ 
MOT)/2)/(1+*X, cell j is adjacent to cell i) 

0050 where w is a smoothing factor. can be assumed a 
value or obtained by optimization based on cross-validation, 
which is to be described. 

(Eq11) 

0051. The mobility model construction can further be 
extended by obtaining a preliminary estimate of the mobility 
model. In this example, C is Substituted back into Eq8 to 
obtain a preliminary estimate of the mobility model. In the 
preferred embodiment, the value of B, is obtained by doing 
a regression analysis with HO, being the regressand and C, 
being the regreSSor. B is in general i dependent. In one 
embodiment, B is assumed to be constant over all cells but 
it can also be obtained by doing regression analysis on 
Subsets of the cells and optimized using croSS-Validation. A 
preliminary estimate of D, can thus be calculated: 

0.052 Again, A can be assumed a value or obtained by 
optimization based on croSS-Validation. 

0053) The next step is to use this preliminary D to 
compute X, D and X, D in Eq7 and Eq9. Similar to the case 
of B, coefficients K, E, and F are calculated by doing linear 
regression analyses on Eq7 and Eq9 with X,D,X,D, and C, 
being the regressors, and LU and PBGT HO, being the 
regreSSands. The regressions analyses also yield two root 
mean-Square errors OB and OE for Eq7 and Eq9 respec 
tively. Finally, all the data are put together to compute the 
mobility model: 

Dfinal-D-(B/oB, *SD number of cells adjacent to 
cell i and residing in a different LA than cell i)+(E/ 
oEX. Di?number of cells adjacent to cell i)/(1+B/ 
oB+E/oE) (Eq13) 

0054 The accuracy of a model can be verified by cross 
validation. The constructed mobility model D. can be sub 
Stituted into the right-hand Side of Eq.7, and we can compare 
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the resulting number with the available data LU. This 
comparison yields a measure of the accuracy of the model. 
The values of w and A can be optimized based on this 
measure. Modifications and combinations of the above two 
methods of mobility model construction can be done to yield 
various mobility models. For example, a preliminary mobil 
ity model D can be computed using the first method instead, 
and then the final estimator for D can be obtained by doing 
regression analyses on Eq7 and Eq9 and evaluating Eq13. 
CrOSS-Validation can be carried out over all the cells or on 
local cells to indicate the degree of validity for each of the 
mobility model. Therefore, a most accurate mobility model 
can be found for each pair of cells. 

0055. After mobility model is constructed, step 206 of 
optimizing mobility management according to the con 
structed mobility model is executed. Since the mobility 
model is constructed based on the practical mobility behav 
ior of the subscribers in the real world, optimizing mobility 
management based on the mobility model can minimize the 
overall cost of mobility management. 

0056 FIG. 4 illustrates the flow chart of optimizing 
mobility management parameters according to the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment, 
the K-L (Kernighan Lin) algorithm is used for determining 
the Scope of location area. It should be noted that the 
parameters of mobility management are not limited to the 
scope of the location area. Other parameters of mobility 
management that can be optimized include, but are not 
limited to, number and Scope of location areas, value of 
different timers such as circuit-switch/packet-switch Peri 
odic Location Update timer and RRC Connection Release 
timer, and Inactivity timer; network topology and connec 
tivity of different network elements such as MSC, BSC, and 
BTS, paging parameterS Such as paging duration, paging 
retry times, paging Scope, Sequence of paging, method of 
handover (e.g. hard, Soft, or Softer handover), hysteresis 
factor of handover, coverage of cells, etcetera. In addition, 
the algorithm used for adjusting parameters of mobility 
management is not limited to the K-L algorithm. Other 
applicable algorithms include, but are not limited to, greedy 
algorithm, F-M (Fiduccia Mattheyses) algorithm, Genetic 
Algorithm, and Simulated annealing algorithm. For infor 
mation on K-L algorithm, please refer to “An Efficient 
Heuristic Procedure for Partitioning Graphs” (The Bell 
system technical journal, 49(1):291-307, 1970). For infor 
mation on greedy algorithm, please refer to "Introduction to 
Algorithms: A Creative Approach, chapter 7 
(pp.210-pp.211, Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 
1989). For information on F-M algorithm, please refer to “A 
Linear-Time Heuristic for Improving Network Partitions” 
(Proc. of DAC, 1982). For information on Genetic Algo 
rithm, please refer to “A Genetic Algorithm For Optimizing 
Multiple Part Placement To Reduce Build Time” (Proceed 
ings of the Fifth International Conference on Rapid Proto 
typing, Dayton, Ohio, June 1994). For information on simu 
lated annealing algorithm, please refer to “Location Area 
Planning in Cellular Networks. Using Simulated Annealing” 
(Proceedings of IEEE Infocom, The Conference on Com 
puter Communications 2001, Anchorage, Ak., Apr. 22-26, 
2001). The above-mentioned publications are incorporated 
herein by reference. All other optimization algorithms can 
be used as well. 
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0057. In the beginning, step 402 of defining the scope of 
each location area is executed. The number of location areas 
and the Scope of each location area can be determined 
according to the number of cells and the network's rules/ 
constraints, Such as the paging capacity and channel capac 
ity. For example, when collecting the cells into one location 
area, it should be noted that the sum of Paging Rate (PR) of 
all cells cannot exceed the paging capacity of the location 
area. The Paging Rate (PR) of each cell can be determined 
according to the mobility equation (Eq6) disclosed above. 
Many rules/constraints, Such as capacity limit of various 
equipments, RF planning experience (i.e. rule-of-thumb), 
geographical conditions, and So on, are taken into account at 
this step. 
0058. Then, step 404 of computing the overall costs of 
the system network is executed. Since the mobility model of 
the present invention can model the mobility behavior of all 
Subscribers, the overall costs of mobility management of the 
system can be determined. The mobility model of the 
present invention can be determined according to the mobil 
ity equations disclosed above. It should be noted that in the 
practical wireleSS communication network System, the cost 
of every Single paging, location update, and handover opera 
tion might not be the same for different network elements. 
When executing mobility management, we take into account 
the difference in cost overhead of operations involving 
different network elements, Such as the RF costs of the Base 
Station Subsystem, A-interface loading, and computation 
costs of the Network Switching Subsystem. For instance, 
inter-VLR and intra-VLR location area updating results in 
different costs for certain network elements, and inter-BSC 
handover and intra-BSC handover contribute to different 
costs for MSC. Therefore, not only the number of location 
update and paging, but also the cost of every single opera 
tion, are put into consideration when computing the overall 
cost of the System. 
0059. Then, in one embodiment, step 406 of redefining 
the Scope of location areas according to K-L algorithm is 
executed. Taking CELL as an example, CELL, belongs to 
LA1 in the original network system, as shown in FIG. 3. 
When executing the K-L algorithm, the location area of 
CELL, is changed to LA2 and the location area of one cell 
belonging to LA2, Such as CELL is changed to LA1 and 
then computing the overall cost of the System. In the same 
manner, all other possible ways to exchange the location 
area of every two cells in different location areas are 
executed and the Overall costs of the resulting System are 
evaluated. When redefining the location area Scope formed 
by executing K-L algorithm, the overall cost of the System 
may be either increased or decreased. The desired Scope of 
location areas is the one for which the overall cost of the 
System is minimal compared to the overall cost of other 
ways of location area Scope definition. 
0060. Then, step 408 of determining whether the new 
way of location area Scope definition is the better Solution 
than the original way of location area Scope definition is 
executed. Step 408 can be executed through comparing the 
System's overall cost of the new location area Scope form to 
that of the original location area Scope form. If the System's 
overall cost of the new location area Scope form is lower 
than that of the original location area Scope form, Step 410 
of replacing the original way of location area Scope defini 
tion with the new one is executed then the algorithm returns 
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to step 406 to execute the K-L algorithm again. If the 
System's Overall cost of any other location area Scope 
configurations are all higher than that of the original location 
area Scope configuration, Step 412 is executed that the 
original way of location area Scope definition is proven to be 
the best Solution to mobility management through executing 
the K-L algorithm. 

0061. In this example, cell is the smallest unit for the 
Scope of location area. Practically, the Smallest unit can be 
different according to different Systems. For example, Some 
operators may prefer to use a Base Station, a Node-B, or an 
Access Point as the Smallest unit for the Scope of location 
aca. 

0.062 Besides K-L algorithm, other optimization algo 
rithms, such as F-M (Fiduccia, C. M. and R. M. Mattheyses) 
algorithm, greedy algorithm, genetic algorithm, Simulated 
annealing, etc, can be executed as well, when optimizing 
mobility management of the wireleSS communication SyS 
tem. Since the mobility model of the present invention is 
constructed based on the actual mobility behavior of all 
Subscribers, not the Subjective experience of the System 
operators, the result of mobility management through 
executing the method disclosed in the Specification can be 
proven to lower the overall cost of the system. In this 
manner, the capital expenditure and hardware expansion of 
the System operators can thus be decreased. 

0.063. The method disclosed in the present invention is 
for use in all different kinds of wireleSS network, including 
not only the Second generation wireleSS networkS Such as 
GSM, CDMA, and PDC, but also more advanced systems 
such as 2.5G systems like GPRS and EDGE, 3G systems 
like WCDMA, CDMA2000, and TD-SCDMA, and other 
wireless communication systems such as PHS and Wireless 
LAN/IPv6 networks. The terms used in different systems 
may be different but the concept is similar. For example, the 
concept of location area of GSM is Similar to the routine area 
of packet-Switched Systems, Zone and paging area of PDC 
and PHS, as well as UTRAN Registration Area of WCDMA. 
The concept of the network topology and connectivity of 
different network elements such as NSS, MSC, BSC, BSS, 
BTS, A-Interface in GSM system is similar to Core Net 
work, SGSN/GGSN, RNS, RNC, Node-B, IPS-lnterface in 
WCDMA packet-switched system, or Core Network, WRT, 
ELU, Radio Network, Cell Station (CS), WRT-ELU inter 
face in PHS system. Therefore, the method disclosed in the 
present invention can be applied to other kinds of wireleSS 
communication Systems as well. 

0.064 FIG. 5 illustrates the system for executing the 
mobility model construction method for use in optimizing 
mobility management according to the preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. The System includes a pro 
cessor 502 and a storage medium 504. The processor 502 
further includes a mechanism 506 for collecting a plurality 
of network traffic statistic data, a mechanism 508 for con 
Structing the mobility model according to the network traffic 
statistic data, and a mechanism 510 for optimizing mobility 
management according to the mobility model. In addition, 
the mechanism 506 for collecting network traffic statistic 
data can further include a mechanism 512 for pre-processing 
the network traffic statistic data if needed. The mechanism 
508 for constructing mobility model can further include a 
mechanism 514 for obtaining the preliminary estimate of the 
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mobility model, and a mechanism 516 for verifying the 
accuracy of the mobility model. The operations of these 
mechanisms are disclosed in the above Specification. In 
addition, each of the above-disclosed mechanisms can be 
implemented in the form of either a hardware circuit or a 
Software program. 
0065. The storage medium 504 coupling to the processor 
is for Storing the network traffic Statistic data, data of the 
mobility model, and data of optimizing mobility manage 
ment. The storage medium 504 can be any kind of storage 
device used in computer System. 
0.066 While the invention has been described by way of 
example and in terms of the preferred embodiment, it is to 
be understood that the invention is not limited to the 
disclosed embodiment. On the contrary, it is intended to 
cover various modifications and Similar arrangements and 
procedures, and the Scope of the appended claims therefore 
should be accorded the broadest interpretation So as to 
encompass all Such modifications and Similar arrangements 
and procedures. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for constructing a mobility model for use in 

optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS communica 
tion System, wherein the wireless communication System 
includes a plurality of location areas and each of the location 
area includes a plurality of cells, comprising: 

collecting a plurality of network traffic Statistic data of a 
plurality of desired items, wherein the desired items are 
related to the behavior of a plurality of subscribers of 
the wireleSS communication System; 

constructing the mobility model according to the network 
traffic statistic data, wherein the mobility model is for 
modeling the mobility behavior of the subscribers; and 

optimizing mobility management according to the mobil 
ity model. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the Step of 
collecting network traffic Statistic data of the desired items 
further comprising pre-processing the network traffic Statis 
tic data of the desired items, wherein each of the desired 
items is generally corresponding to specific behavior of the 
Subscribers. 

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the desired 
items at least include location update. 

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein the desired 
items at least include handover. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the mobility 
model is constructed by Solving Simultaneous equations 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the mobility 
model is constructed by Solving nonlinear mathematics 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
constructing the mobility model further comprising obtain 
ing a preliminary estimate of the mobility model. 

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
constructing the mobility model further comprising verify 
ing the accuracy of the mobility model. 

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the cells of 
the location areas at least include a border cell and an inner 
cell, wherein the mobility model at least includes a first 
submodel for modeling the behavior of the Subscribers 
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belonging to border cells and a Second Submodel for mod 
eling the behavior of the Subscribers belonging to inner cells. 

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
optimizing mobility management is executed for adjusting a 
plurality of parameters of mobility management. 

11. The method according to claim 10 wherein the param 
eters of mobility management at least include the Scope of 
each location area. 

12. The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include the 
magnitude of a plurality of timerS. 

13. The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include network 
topology and connectivity of different network elements. 

14. The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include paging 
parameterS. 

15. The method according to claim 10, wherein the step 
of optimizing mobility management is executed by applying 
the K-L (Kernighan and Lin) algorithm. 

16. The method according to claim 10, wherein the step 
of optimizing mobility management is executed by applying 
the F-M (Fiduccia, C. M. and R. M. Mattheyses) algorithm. 

17. The method according to claim 10, wherein the step 
of optimizing mobility management is executed by applying 
the genetic algorithm. 

18. The method according to claim 10, wherein the step 
of optimizing mobility management is executed by applying 
the simulated annealing algorithm. 

19. A method for constructing a mobility model of a 
wireleSS communication System, wherein the wireleSS com 
munication System includes a plurality of location areas and 
each of the location area includes a plurality of cells, 
comprising: 

collecting a plurality of network traffic Statistic data of a 
plurality of desired items, wherein the desired items are 
related to the behavior of a plurality of Subscribers of 
the wireleSS communication System; and 

constructing the mobility model according to the network 
traffic statistic data, wherein the mobility model is for 
modeling the mobility behavior of the subscribers. 

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein the step 
of collecting network traffic Statistic data of the desired items 
further comprising pre-processing the network traffic Statis 
tic data of the desired items, wherein each of the desired 
items is generally corresponding to specific behavior of the 
Subscribers. 

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein the 
desired items at least include location update. 

22. The method according to claim 20, wherein the 
desired items at least include handover. 

23. The method according to claim 19, wherein the 
mobility model is constructed by Solving Simultaneous 
equations corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

24. The method according to claim 19, wherein the 
mobility model is constructed by Solving nonlinear math 
ematics corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

25. The method according to claim 19, wherein the step 
of constructing the mobility model further comprising 
obtaining a preliminary estimate of the mobility model. 

26. The method according to claim 19, wherein the step 
of constructing the mobility model further comprising Veri 
fying the accuracy of the mobility model. 
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27. The method according to claim 19, wherein the cells 
of the location areas at least include a border cell and an 
inner cell, wherein the mobility model at least includes a first 
submodel for modeling the behavior of the Subscribers 
belonging to border cells and a Second Submodel for mod 
eling the behavior of the Subscribers belonging to inner cells. 

28. A system for constructing a mobility model of a 
wireleSS communication System, comprising: 

a processor, wherein the processor includes: 

a mechanism for collecting a plurality of network traffic 
Statistic data of a plurality of desired items, wherein 
the desired items are related to the behavior of a 
plurality of Subscribers of the wireleSS communica 
tion System; and 

a mechanism for constructing the mobility model 
according to the network traffic Statistic data, 
wherein the mobility model is for modeling the 
mobility behavior of the subscribers; and 

a Storage medium coupling to the processor for Storing the 
network traffic statistic data and data of the mobility 
model. 

29. The system according to claim 28, wherein the mecha 
nism for collecting network traffic Statistic data of the 
desired items further comprising a mechanism for pre 
processing the network traffic Statistic data of the desired 
items, wherein each of the desired items is generally corre 
sponding to specific behavior of the subscribers. 

30. The system according to claim 29, wherein the desired 
items at least include location update. 

31. The system according to claim 29, wherein the desired 
items at least include handover. 

32. The system according to claim 28, wherein the mobil 
ity model is constructed by Solving Simultaneous equations 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

33. The system according to claim 28, wherein the mobil 
ity model is constructed by Solving nonlinear mathematics 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

34. The system according to claim 28, wherein of the 
mechanism for constructing the mobility model further 
comprising a mechanism for obtaining a preliminary esti 
mate of the mobility model. 

35. The system according to claim 28, wherein of the 
mechanism for constructing the mobility model further 
comprising a mechanism for Verifying the accuracy of the 
mobility model. 

36. The system according to claim 28, wherein the cells 
of the location areas at least include a border cell and an 
inner cell, wherein the mobility model at least includes a first 
submodel for modeling the behavior of the Subscribers 
belonging to border cells and a Second Submodel for mod 
eling the behavior of the Subscribers belonging to inner cells. 

37. A system for constructing a mobility model for use in 
optimizing mobility management in a wireleSS communica 
tion System, comprising: 

a processor, wherein the processor includes: 
a mechanism for collecting a plurality of network traffic 

Statistic data of a plurality of desired items, wherein 
the desired items are related to the behavior of a 
plurality of Subscribers of the wireleSS communica 
tion System; and 
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a mechanism for constructing the mobility model 
according to the network traffic Statistic data, 
wherein the mobility model is for modeling the 
mobility behavior of the subscribers; 

a mechanism for optimizing mobility management 
according to the mobility model; and 

a Storage medium coupling to the processor for Storing the 
network traffic statistic data, data of the mobility 
model, and data of optimizing mobility management. 

38. The system according to claim 37, wherein the mecha 
nism for collecting network traffic Statistic data of the 
desired items further comprising a mechanism for pre 
processing the network traffic Statistic data of the desired 
items, wherein each of the desired items is generally corre 
sponding to Specific behavior of the Subscribers. 

39. The system according to claim 38, wherein the desired 
items at least include location update. 

40. The system according to claim 38, wherein the desired 
items at least include handover. 

41. The system according to claim 37, wherein the mobil 
ity model is constructed by Solving Simultaneous equations 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

42. The system according to claim 37, wherein the mobil 
ity model is constructed by Solving nonlinear mathematics 
corresponding to the network traffic Statistic data. 

43. The system according to claim 37, wherein the mecha 
nism for constructing the mobility model further comprising 
a mechanism for obtaining a preliminary estimate of the 
mobility model. 

44. The system according to claim 37, wherein of the 
mechanism for constructing the mobility model further 
comprising a mechanism for Verifying the accuracy of the 
mobility model. 

45. The system according to claim 37, wherein the cells 
of the location areas at least include a border cell and an 
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inner cell, wherein the mobility model at least includes a first 
submodel for modeling the behavior of the Subscribers 
belonging to border cells and a Second Submodel for mod 
eling the behavior of the Subscribers belonging to inner cells. 

46. The method according to claim 37, wherein the 
mechanism for optimizing mobility management is executed 
for adjusting a plurality of parameters of mobility manage 
ment. 

47. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include the 
Scope of each location area. 

48. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include the 
magnitude of a plurality of timerS. 

49. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include network 
topology and connectivity of different network elements. 

50. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
parameters of mobility management at least include paging 
parameterS. 

51. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
mechanism for optimizing mobility management is executed 
by applying the K-L (Kernighan and Lin) algorithm. 

52. The method according to claim 46, wherein the 
mechanism for optimizing mobility management is executed 
by applying the F-M (Fiduccia, C. M. and R. M. Mattheyses) 
algorithm. 

53. The method according to claim 46, wherein of the 
mechanism for optimizing mobility management is executed 
by applying the genetic algorithm. 

54. The method according to claim 46, wherein step of 
optimizing mobility management is executed by applying 
the Simulated annealing algorithm. 

k k k k k 


