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BENNETT D. STRAIGHT, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO MULTIPOST
COMPANY, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORX, A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK.

STAMP-AFFIXER.

1,021,218.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Bexxerr D. StratcHT,
of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Stamp-
Affixers; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, and to the reference-nu-
merals marked thereon.

My present invention relates to machines
for applying stamps or labels to various ar-
ticles, and particularly for affixing postage
stamps to mail matter, in which the stamps
or labels may be inserted in a continuous
strip and successively discharged therefrom,
and it has for its object to provide means
for preventing the unauthorized and sur-
reptitious removal of the stamps.

My invention also comprehends an arrest-
ing or locking mechanism which will render
the movable parts of the machine inoper-
ative in the event an unauthorized attempt
is made to extract stamps from the machine
in any other manner than by the action of
the feeding mechanism.

The invention further comprehends the
association of the locking or arresting de-
vices in conjunction with the movable stamp
container and guideway secured in place by
a key lock so that when the machine has
been locked by the unauthorized attempt to
withdraw the stamps the parts cannot be
released for subsequent operation until the
machine, is presented to the proper author-
1zed person who can open the machine and
restore the parts to their normal positions.

To these and other ends the invention con-
sists in certain improvements and combina-
tions of parts, all as will be hereinafter more
fully described, the novel features being
pointed out in the claims at the end of the
specification.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a central ver-
tical sectional view; Fig. 2 is a front eleva-
tion showing the interior of the machine
with the stamp holder removed; Iig. 3 is a
detail view of the stamp container and stamp
guideway removed from the machine; IFigs. 4
and 5 are enlarged detail views, partly in sec-
tion, illustrating the construction and opera-
tion of those parts employed for arresting the
stamp strip and locking the machine when

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed August 15, 1911,

Patented Mar. 26, 1912.
Serial No. 644,238,

an attempt is made to extract or withdraw
the free end of the stamp strip; Fig. 6 is
an enlarged detail view of the stamp guide-
way showing the stamp arresting devices in
their normal position; Fig. 7 is a similar
view showing the parts in one position of
operation when actuated by a tension or pull
on the stamp strip; Fig. 8 is a view similar
to Fig. 7, illustrating the manner in which
the element which locks the machine against
further operation is brought into action by
pulling the stamp strip; Fig. 9 is a detail
sectional view taken on the line 9—9* of
TFig. 4; Fig. 10 is a detail sectional view
taken on the line 10~—10* of Fig. 3; Fig. 11
is a transverse sectional view taken on the

line 11*—11* of Tig. 1, illustrating the

spring clip on which the stamp roll is sup-
ported, and Ifig. 12 is a detail sectional view
of the plunger head or affixing member.
Tig. 13 is the detail view of the retaining
spring on the carriage; Fig. 14 is a sectional
view taken on the line 14*—14* of Fig. 2,
showing in side elevation the stop frame 48,

Similar reference numerals in the several
figures indicate similar parts. :

The affixing machine illustrated to show
one embodiment of my invention comprises
generally a frame composed of side pieces
1 and 2 mounted on a base 3 and connected
at their rear edges with a wall 4, which also
forms the top of the frame and is provided
with an aperture located centrally ahove the
aperture in the base through which the affix-
ing member projects when applying a stamp
to an article. The aflixing member, indicat-
ed by 5, is in the form of a head or plunger
attached to the lower end of a rectangular
shaft 6 provided at its upper extremity with
an operating handle or knob 7. Extending
transversely through the lower end of the
shaft is a pin 8, the ends of which are guided
in parallel slots 9 in the side pieces 1 and 2
of the frame. Coil springs 10 are disposed
at opposite sides of the shaft 6 and are con-
nected to the top of the frame and to the
plunger 5 for retracting the latter, as shown
m Fig, 1.

At the forward side of the plunger is ar-
ranged the stamp container 11 with its
guideway by means of which the stamps or
labels are fed from the roll 12 into position
in front of the affixing member 5. The
container is made in the form of a ring

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105



2

closed at one edge by the bottom 13, which
ring is received In a cut away portion 2* in
the side piece 2 of the frame, the open side
of the ring facing against and being closed
5by the segmental shaped ear 1* on the side
piece 1, the latter, as well as the bottom 13
of the container, being perforated so that the
quantity of stamps in the container may
readily be determined. The stamp roll 12
10is coiled and an aperture is provided at its
center so that it may be slipped over a spring
clip 14 journaled on the stud 15, arranged
centrally within the container. The spring
clip 14 fits the central aperture of the stamp
15 roll and is formed of a piece of spring metal
perforated at its center to receive the end of
the stud and having the side pieces provided
with the overlapping ends 14* which are
,slotted to fit the reduced portion or neck on
20 the stud, said slots permitting the arms of
the clip to be moved relatively toward each
other.

The stamp guideway, which will be. de-
scribed more fully hereinafter, extends

25 downwardly from the container 11 between
the sides 17 and 18 of a leg or extension
which fits between the sides 1 and 2 of the
frame (Figs. 3 and 9). The extension is
closed by a back-piece 19 and arranged

30 therein is a key operated lock 20 having a
bolt 21 engaging a shoulder in the base 3 of
the machine for preventing the removal of
the stamp holder, the latter being also re-
tained at its upper end by hooks 22 on the

35 ring 11 codperating with the shoulder 23 at
the 1nside of the top of the frame. The dis-
charge end of the stamp guide-way is located
near the base 3 abutting the bar or cutter 24
rigidly supported on the frame and which

40 cobperates with the shearing edge 25 on the
plunger 5.

Arranged at the side of the path of the
affixing member opposite to that occupied
by the stamp guideway is a receptacle or

45 chamber 26 containing water, in the event
the stamps or labels are gummed, although
mucilage or other adhesive material might
be employed therein. In the inner wall of
the chamber at its lower end is provided a

50 plurality of fine orifices 27 arranged to di-
rect the liquid discharged from the chamber
across the path of the affixing member 5 at a
point beneath the open end of the stamp
guideway, so that a spray will be deposited

55 on the article to which the stamp is to be af-
fixed before the latter is severed from the
strip. The means for ejecting fluid through
the orifices comprises a horizontally recipro-
cating piston 28 connected to a piston rod

60 29 and having on its face a strip of packing
which normally closes the inner ends of the
orifices to prevent leakage therethrough. A
leaf spring 80 is attached to the outer end of
the piston 29 and at its upper end is con-

65 nected, as indicated at 31, to the top of the
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receptacle 26 and at about the center of the
spring is provided an inclined cam surface
32. A latch connection is formed between
the affixing member and the spring by pro-
viding in the plunger 5 a pawl 33 pivoted in ;4
a recess and capable of movement in but one
direction, said pawl being normally held in
operative position by a leaf spring 34, as
shown in Fig. 12. To facilitate the con-
struction and assembling of these parts, the 5
lower face of the plunger is removable and
cemented thereon is a pad of rubber or other
yielding material 5%, which engages the
stamp and serves to press it firmly in en-
gagement with the article to which it is to gg
be attached. The codperative- relationship
of the pawl 33 and the cam surface 32 is
such that during the downward movement
of the plunger 5, the pawl rides over the cam
to compress the spring 30 and as it disen- gg
gages the cam the spring is allowed to im-
part a sudden movement, or snap, to the pis-
ton 28, and upon the return movement of
the aflixing member the pawl will rotate on
its pivot and thus pass the cam projection 9o
without actuating the spring 30. The cam
32 is located in such a position that the
movement of the piston occurs in timed re-
lation to the feeding and severing of the
stamp, its release occurring just previous 95
to the cutting off of the stamp. A filling
aperture is provided ‘in the rear wall of
the receptacle, and is closed by the screw

‘plug 25.

The mechanism for feeding the stamp 100
strip advances the latter step by step to pro-
ject a single stamp across the cutter 24 into
the path of the afixing member 5 upon each
reciprocation of the latter. This mecha-
nism comprises a reciprocatory carriage pro-
vided with feeding fingers 43 projecting into
the stamp guideway and cobperating with
the stamp strip. Movement 1s imparted to
the carriage to cause it to travel the distance
required to properly feed the stamp' during
the movement of the aflixing member in one
dirvection, by means of a locking device se-
curing these parts together which is auto-
matically tripped to release the carriage
when its required movement has been ef-
fected. The carriage is also provided with
a locking device which performs the func-
tion of securing the feeding mechanism in
inoperative position, and also holding -the
affixing member in its projected position 120
closing the aperture in the base, and effectu-
ally preventing access to the stamps when
the machine is not in use. This means of
locking the parts is capable of being actu-
ated at any time during the operation of the
machine, but it is so arranged that it cannot
be releaged until the stamp container and its
connected guideway are removed by the
proper person possessing the key for releas-
ing the lock 20.
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The shaft 6 is preferably made rectangu-
lar in cross-section and the carriage of the
feeding mechanism comprises a sleeve 36
which is-independently movable longitudi-
nally on the shaft, but prevented from ro-
tary movement by the shape of the parts.
At the forward side of the sleeve are pro-
jecting wings 37 supporting a rod 38 on
which 1s pivoted a latch member having a
hook end 39 normally pressed toward the
shaft 6 by the spring 40. The end of the
latch 89 forms a pawl which engages a shal-
low notch or recess 41 (Figs. 1, 4 and 5),
in the side of the shaft 6 near its lower end.
The upward movement of the carriage 36
is limited by the stop or projection 42 which
engages the top of the frame when the car-
riage is moved upwardly by the aflixing
member, and when in this position the noteh

41 alines with the pawl 39 so that upon the

downward movement of the affixing mem-
ber the carriage travels therewith.

It is 1mp01tant in @ machine of this char-
acter that the stamp strip be fed an exact
distance according to the length of the
stamps or labels prmted on the strlp so that
the severing of the strip occurring upon the
downward movement of the afﬁ\lno member
will occur each time between successive
stamps. This is particularly true when the
machine is employed for aflixing postage
stamps; othefwise if there is any variance
in the feeding of sucessive stamps it would
then be necessary to frequently justify the
position of the stamp strip to prevent cut-
ting off pieces of unequal length and thus
destroy the stamps.

The stamp feeding mechanism further
comprises a finger 43 on the carriage 36,
preferably composed of a plurality oi' thin
blades arranged side by side, as shown in
Fig. 2, which are strung on a pin 44 ar-
ranfred at one corner of the blades so that
the ends of the latter form shoulders which
codperate with a resilient block of rubber
46. The latter is compressed between the
ends of the fingers and an overhanging cap
piece 47 on the carriage. These parts belno
arranged as illustrated permit mdependent
movement to each of the blades composing

the feeding finger 43 enabling them to au-

tomatlcally adj ust themselves to any irregu-
larity of the stamp strip and permlttlnn
certain blades to feel out and engage the
perforations of the stamp strip as the feed-
ing finger as a whole moves along the sur-
face of the latter for a short distance at the
commencement of its downward movement.
All of the fingers being yieldingly supported
some of them will always engage in the
perforations irrespective of the posmon of
the perforations in the strip or the exactness
with which said strip may be centered in
the guideway. The length or distance the
stamp strip is pro]ected from the guide is

8

determined by the distance through which
the feeding mechanism moves, and the latter
is controlled by a strip or stop 48, which
may be stationary on the frame, although
it 1s preferably detachable to permit more
convenient access to the interior of the ma-
chine, and also to facilitate its adjustment
in the first instance. The trip or stop 48
is made in the form of a frame piece com-
prising the sides 48" at the upper ends of
which are the laterally extending ears pro-
vided with slots coGperating with pins 48"
with which the frame is held in contact
by the engagement therewith of the ring
of the stamp container when the latter is

in ()])Ll‘ﬂth(‘ position, as shown in Figs. 1,

4 and 5. The lower end of the stop frame
rests against and is held in position by the
short pins 48° projecting inwardly from the
sides 1 and 2 of the main frame. This stop
cobperates with the lower edge of the ears
37 and limits the downward movement of
the carviage which, when arvested, causes
the pawl 39 to be drlgged out of the shal-
low recess 41 in the shaft 6, thus permitting
the affixing head or plunoer 5 to be moved
downward a short distance. Then, when
the affixing member is retracted by the coil
springs 10, the carriage 86 is carried up-
wardly by reason of its frictional engage-
ment with the shaft 6 until it is arrested by
the stop 42 engaging the top of the frame,
and the shaft 6 continuing to move up-
wardly will again bring the recess 41 into
position to receive the pawl 39.

On the upper end of the carriage is a
spring finger 49 which is adapted to project
through an aperture 50 in the top of the
frame. The spring is undercut at its edges
forming a marrow portion or tongue which
may be deflected into a small recess or neck
at one side of the aperture 50, and when it
is held deflected by the operator will serve
to temporarily retain the carringe in its
uppermost position while the aflixing mem-
ber may be projected to its lowermost posi-
tion to close the aperture in the base 3, in
which position it may be locked.

In the forward edge of the carriage is a
small spring operated pin 51 adapted to
engage a notch or recess 52 in the adjacent
face of the shaft 6. The aflixing member
when locked by the pin 51 is in projected
position, its further movement in this direc-
tion being limited by the engagement of the
pins 8 with the lower ends of the guide slots
9. The carriage 36 is also limited in its

movement in the opposite direction by abut- -

ting against the top wall of the frame, and
being firmly locked to the shaft 6 effectually
prevents movement of the affixing member,
the latter then preventing access to the
stamps in the guideway. The location of
the stamp holder 11 in its guideway at the
front of the machine so that it normally
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renders the locking device or pin 51 inac-
cessible, will be seen to be a particularly ad-
vantageous arrangement of the parts, as it is
necessary to displace or remove the holder
before the pin can be withdrawn to release
the aflixing member for further operation,
and these parts being locked the machine
can only be released by the proper author-
ity or owner of the machine.

In a machine of this character it is also

desirable to prevent the removal of the
stamps when the affixing member is not
locked, as above described, and during the
time it is in actual use, and to this end a
particular arrangement of elements com-
prising the guideway is provided, whereby
any attempt to extract stamps by drawing
the strip forwardly from the discharge end
of the guideway will be thwarted and the
machine effectually locked against further
operation. In carrying out this feature of
the invention the guideway leading from
the stamp container is adapted to support
the stamp strip in operative position rela-
tively to the feeding devices and to direct
the end of the strip, as it is advanced step
by step into aflixing position, in front of the
affixing member or plunger 5, the guideway
being, also, so arranged that a free por-
tion of the stamp strip is provided between
its extremity and the feeding device which
may be displaced relatively to the guideway
when tension is applied to the stamp strip
by a pulling action exerted on its projecting
end as will occur in the act of attempting to
draw said strip forwardly, or in tearing off
the outermost stamp. The means illus-
trated by which this cbject of the invention
is accomplished consists in providing the
guideway with a portion which is adapted
to impart a normal curve to the stamp strip
as the latter is projected or advanced
lengthwise therein, so that in the event the
strip is pulled at its free end in contradis-
tinction te its being pushed forward by the
feeding devices, it will be pulled out of its
normal path or deflected, and by this very
act the further progress of the stamp strip
will be prevented. The guideway also in-
cludes a yielding member which codperates
with the stamp strip to cause it to follow
continuously the normal curve imparted to
il, but which will move when a slight strain
is exerted on the free end of the strip. The
deflecting of the strip in the guideway, oc-
casioned 1n this manner, is suflicient to actu-
ate the arresting member and locking de-
vice, which parts are so positioned rela-
tively to the guideway that as the stamp
strip traverses its normal path, by being
pushed ahead by the feeding mechanism, it
will freely pass outward, but when a strain
is imparted thereto by an attempt to with-
draw the stamp strip, such strain will cause
the machine to be locked.

.1,021,218

The guideway throughout a portion of its
length extends in a direction parallel to the
direction of movement of the feeding mech-
anism or fingers 43 so that during the down-
ward or advancing movement of the latter
the strip may be fed forwardly a distance
equal to the length of a single stamp, the
guideway as a whole being of a sufficient
Tength to cause a portion of the strip, equal
to the length of two or more stamps, to be
always projected or pushed ahead of the
feeding devices. At its lower end the guide
is curved for the purposes of directing the
free end of the stamp strip to one side of
or laterally to the direction of its feeding
movement.

The preferred arrangemnt of the compo-
nent elements of the stamp guideway em-
ployed for arresting the movement of the
stamp strip and locking the machine, is the
one shown in detail in Figs. 6, 7 and 8, the
guideway proper comprising a backing a
depending from the stamp container 11 ar-
ranged beneath the outlet aperture therein,
and for a portion of its length having lon-
gitudinally extending channels arranged at
each side of the center, thus providing
clamping surfaces o’ at its edges. Lightly
bearing against the latter are shoes b, 0’
which are yieldingly supported by leaf
springs 6% the upper ends of which are
fixed to the wall of the ring’ or container
11. The upper ends of the shoes curve out-
wardly away from the backing ¢ as indi-
cated by ?* to provide a throat in which
the end of the stamp strip may be readily
ingerted, but the lower ends of said shoes
terminate at the point marking the com-
mencement of the lateral curving of the end
of the backing a, to the end that if the free
end of the stamp strip is pulled forwardly
the strain thereon imparted to the lower
free ends of the shoes will cause them to be
tilted slightly on their supporting springs,
their upper ends creating friction on the
stamp guide by clamping it against the ribs
@’. This, however, is not the only means
relied upon to move the shoes to clamp the
stamp strip, as will be further explained.

Pivoted on the inner faces of each of the

side walls 17 and 18, between which the:

guideway is supported, are clamping levers
¢, ¢’, each provided with a set screw ¢?
forming an adjustable abutment coGperat-
ing with small bosses or projections ¢® on
the shoes b, ’. The pivotal points on which
these levers are connected are preferably ar-
ranged near their upper ends; thus provid-
ing each lever with a short upper end and
a longer downwardly extending end, on
which only a slight pressure is required in
order to cause the set screws at their up-
per ends to bear against the clamping shoes
and press them firmly against the stamp
strip and the ribs ¢’. The lever ¢ carries at
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its upper end a projection or finger d, which,
when the lever 1s in operated or set position
as a result of the stamp strip having been
pulled forwardly, projects into the path of
a part of the stamp feeding mechanism,
and in the present illustrations it is shown
as arranged to colperate with one of the
wings 87 of the carriage, which latter is
provided with a recess or notch o', as
shown in Fig. 5. The lever ¢ is nor-
mally held in such a position on its pivot
that the projection ¢ stands at one side
of the path of the part of the carriage with
which it is designed to coGperate, it being
held in this position by a light spring d?, as
shown in Fig. 4. The finger d is preferably
attached to the lever ¢’ by the set screw ¢?,
and also by another set screw v, the body of
which passes through an aperture of suffi-
cient diameter to permit the finger to be ro-
tated to the position shown in dotted lines
in Fig.8. The slight pivotal movement thus
afforded the finger d permits the owner of
the machine to move said finger laterally to
the position shown in dotted line in Iig.
8, so that it will extend to one side of the
path of the carriage, and will not, therefore,
serve to lock the latter in the manner above

described. This is desirable in some in-
stances where the owner of the ma-
chine is also the sole operator. DBe-

neath the levers ¢, ¢’ in such a poesition
as to bear lightly against the stamp strip,
is a roller ¢ provided at each end with pins
journaled in the loops of the springs f,
which extend upwardly and are attached
to the shoes b, 6’, beneath the springs b2,
which support said shoes. The springs f
are given a normal tendency to move the
roller ¢ toward the backing @ of the guide-
way and to hold it lightly in engagement
with the stamp strip, thereby insuring that
the latter will be caused to follow the curved
portion of the guideway and normally lie
in intimate engagement therewith while
being projected or advanced by the feeding
mechanism. The roller, however, being
yieldingly supported on the spring arms f,
may be easily moved to the position shown
in Tigs. 7 and 8 when the stamp strip is de-
flected by a strain imparted to its free end.
This movement of the roller, under such
circumstances is employed as a means for
imparting a tilting movement to the levers

¢, ¢, the lower end of the lever ¢ being ar-

ranged to engage with one of the spring
arms f while the arm ¢ is similarly actuated
but in a slightly different manner. The arm
¢ is provided with means whereby when the
roller e is moved out of its normal position
and the lever is rocked on its pivot it is
temporarily connected to the roller, so that
when the roller is permitted to return by the
relief of the strain imparted to the stamp
strip the roller will carry said lever back-

3

wardly with it, rotating the lever.in the op-
posite direction into the position shown in
IMig. 5, for the purpose of locking the
feeding mechanism of the machine against
further operation. This inter -connection
between the roller and the lever is brought
about by providing a latch or interlocking
connection between these parts, the roller
having an axial projection g cedperating
with a shoulder % on a plate A’ attached to
the lever ¢, said plate being also provided
with a finger 42, the lower edge of which
is separated from the projection A a distance
sufficient only to permit the pin ¢ to pass
between them. The slot formed between the
projection A and the edge of the finger A*
is not positioned exactly in alinement with
the path described by the projection g as
the roller swings forwardly upon its arms f,
but is so positioned that the pin g will first
strike the inclined cam surface A2, when the
movement imparted to the roller by the ten-
sion on the stamp strip will cause it to
ride upwardly, the light spring f support-
ing one end of the roller becoming bowed
slightly to permit the pin ¢ to pass to the
rear side of the projection £, the spring then
assuming its normal position and the roller
e becoming interlocked with the lever ¢, so
that when the tension on the stamp strip
is relieved the springs f, in returning the
roller to its normal position will also carry
the lever ¢ with it. as shown in Fig. 5. The
spring @ which holds the lever ¢ in its
normal position, as shown in Fig. 4, is part
of the spring f and is formed by splitting
the latter for a portion of its length.

A stamp guideway formed as described,
comprises means for clamping thestrip when
tension is imparted to its free end, and lock-
ing means, which is actnated by the stamp
strip itself, to actually render the machine
inoperative, these parts when thus operated
providing an absclutely positive indication
that a fraudulent attempt was made to re-
move the stamps. As these parts are all
inclosed, it is impossible for the operator to
restore the lever ¢ to its normal position
without removing the receptacle and guide-
way, which can only be detached by the re-
lease of the lock 20. When the guideway
has been removed from the machine the
roller ¢ may be disconnected from the lever
¢ by pressing upon the upper end of the lat-
ter while pressure is imparted to the roller
by the operator’s finger.

Tt is obvious that deflecting or directing
the free end of the stamp strip in a direction
laterally of the movement of the feeding
mechanism provides a certain amount of
fullness or idle material between the ex-
tremity of the guideway and the feeding
mechanism, which can be easily displaced by
pulling the extremity of the stamp strip or
tape. The yielding portions of the guide-
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way constituté tensioniing devices perform-
ing the function of holding the stamp strip
in 1ts normal position on the guideway dur-
ing the timé it is being fed forwardly by
the fingers 48 or other feeding mechanism.

I claim as my invention:

1. In 4 stamp affixer, the combination with
a stamp guideway and mechanism for feed-
ing a stamp strip along said way and affix-
ing it to an article, of arresting means co-
operating with the stamp strip and adapted
to be actuated thereby to lock the feéeding
mechanism when said stamp strip is dis-
plaeed in the guideway.

2.. In a stamp affixér, the combination with
a stamip guideway and a reciprocatory feed-
ing and affixing mechanism for advancing a
stamip strip along the guideway into affix-
ing position, of a locking mechanism- co-
operating with the stamp strip adapted to be
set into operative position to lock the feed-
ing and affixing mechanism by a pull exerted
on the projected end of the stamp strip.

3. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with a stamp container, a stamp feeding
mechanism, an affixing mechanism and
means for dirécting a stamp strip from the
container while it is advanced by the feed-
ing- mechanism into a position to be en-
gaged by the affixing member, of means for
Iocking the feeding mechanism, said means
codperating with the stamp strip and adapt-
ed to be moved into operative position by
tension applied to the stamp strip by pulling
its free end projected into affixing position.

4. In a stamp . affixer; the combination
with-a holder adapted to contain a strip of
stamps, a stamp feeding device and an
affixing member reciprocating together, and
means for guiding the stamp strip into op-
erative position to be engaged by the feed-
ing device and when advanced thereby to
project its extremity. into the path of the
affixing member, of means for preventing
movement of the feeding device and affixing
member, said means- codperating with the
stamp strip and adapted to be adjusted into
operative position by movement of the
stamp strip caused by tension imparted
thereto when an attempt 1s made to draw it
forwardly by pulling on its free end.

5. In -a machine for affixing stamps: to
articles, the combination with a reciprocat-
ing affixing member and a feeding device
movable therewith adapted to advance a
stamp strip step by step and project its free
end into affixing position, of means for sup-
porting a stamp strip in operative position
relatively to the feeding device and direct-
ing its free end into the path of the affixing
member, said supporting means being so ar-
ranged to guide the stamp strip that a ten-
sion applied to the free end of the stamp

. strip will displace it relatively to its normal

position, and an arresting mechanism adapt-
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éd to be actuated by the stamp strip when so
displaced to limit the movement of the feed-
ing device.

6. In a machine for' affixing stamps to
articles, the combination with a reciproca-
tory aflixing member and a reciprocatory
feeding device movable therewith, of a
guideway for supporting a stamp strip in
operative position relatively to the feeding
device and directing its extremity into
affixing position in the path of said member,
said guideway being arranged so that a free
end of the stamp strip is provided which

70

75

may be displaced from its normal position -

by a tensional pull, and a member adapted
to be moved by the stamp strip when so dis-
placed into a position to limit the movenient
of the affixing member and feeding device.

7. In a machine for affixing stamps to
articles, the combination with an affixing

member, a feeding device, and a stamp.

guideway arranged to support a strip of
stamps In position to be engaged by the
feeding device and having a laterally curved
portion directing the free end of the stamp
strip into the path of the affixing member,
of an arresting mechanism comprising a de-
vice adapted to be moved into the path of
the feeding device to limit its movement and
a part codperating with the stamp strip and
which is actuated when the end ot the stamp
strip is displaced frem its normal position
on the curved portion of said guideway.

8. In a machine for affixing stamps to
articles, the combination with an aflixing
member, a feeding device, and a stamp
guideway arranged to support a strip of
stamps In position to be engaged by the
feeding device and having a laterally curved
portion directing the free end of the stamp
strip into the path of the aflixing member,
of a pivoted lever having an end arranged
to be moved into a position to arrest the
feeding device and aflixing member, and a
member for setting the lever in operative
position adapted to be actuated by the stamp
strip when displaced out of its normal po-
sition on the guideway. .

9. In a stamp affixer, the combination with
an affixing member, a stamp strip feeding
device and a guideway. for supporting a
stamp strip in operative position relatively
to the feeding device and directing its ex-
tremity into the path of the affixing member,
sald guideway being arranged to provide a
free portion of the stamp strip which niay
be displaced from its normal position by a
tensional strain applied to the extremity of
the stamp strip, of an arresting mechanism
comprising an arresting member adapted
to be moved. into a position tolimit the move-
ment of thé affixing member and the feed-
ing device, and also embodying a second
member for actuating the arrésting member
which is adapted to be operated upon dis-
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placement of the stamp strip relatively to
the guideway.

10. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a stamp strip feed-
ing device and a guideway for supporting

. a stamp strip in operative position relatively
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to the feeding device and directing its ex-
tremity into the path of the affixing member,
gald guideway being arranged to provide
a free portion of the stamp strip which may
be displaced from its normal position by a
tensional strain applied to the extremity of
the stamp strip, of a yieldingly supported
setting member arranged in juxtaposition
to the free portion of the stamp strip and
adapted to be moved thereby when said strip
is displaced, an arresting member adapted
to limit the movement of the aflixing mem-
ber and feeding device, and a latch connec-
tion between the setting member and arrest-
ing member for causing the former to ac-
tuate the latter in returning to its normal
position. -

11. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a stamp strip feed-
ing device and a guideway for supporting
a stamp strip in operative position relatively
te the feeding device and directing its ex-
tremity into the path of the aflixing mem-
ber, said guideway being arranged to pro-
vide a free portion of the stamp strip which
may be displaced from its normal position
by a tensional strain applied to the ex-
tremity of the stamp strip, of a setting mem-
ber yieldingly holding the free portion of
the stamp strip in its normal position, an
arresting member for limiting the movement
of ‘the feeding device, which is normally
held in an inoperative position, and a latch
connection between the setting member and
arresting member for causing the latter to be
actuated into operative position by the set-
ting member after said setting member has
been actunated by the displacement of the
free portion of the stamp strip relatively
to the guideway. :

12. In a stamp aflixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a device for feed-
ing a stamp strip and a guideway for sup-
porting a stamp strip relatively to the feed-

ng device having a laterally curved por-

tion providing a free portion of the stamp
strip and directing its extremity into the
path of the affixing member, of a yieldingly
movable lever having one end adapted to
arrest the movemnt of the feeding device, a
setting member yieldingly supported in jux-
taposition to the curved portion of the
guideway and adapted to be moved by the
displacement of the free portion of the
stamp strip and a latch connection between
said setting member and the other end of
said lever.

13. In a stamp aflixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device

7

and a stamp strip guideway adapted to sup-
port a stamp strip in operative position rel-
atively to the feeding device and to dis-
charge its extremity into the path of the
aflixing member, said guideway having a
portion imparting a lateral.curve to the
stamp strip between its extremity and the
feeding device which is free to be displaced
relatively to the guideway when a pulling
strain is imparted thereto, of means adapted
to lock the feeding device and means for
setting the locking means in operative posi-
tion which is arranged to be actuated by the
displacement of the stamp strip.

14. In a stamp aflixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway adapted to sup-
port a stamp strip in operative position
relatively to the feeding device and to dis-
charge its extremity into the path of the af-
fixing member, said guideway having a por-
tion extending laterally around which the
stamp strip is fed, of means adapted to lock
the feeding device and means for setting
the locking means in operative position,
said setting means normally engaging the
stamp strip and directing it along the guide-
way and adapted to be actuated by the
stamp strip when displaced velatively to
the guideway. '

15. In a stamp affixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a guideway for supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and having a laterally curved
discharge end for directing the free end of
the stamp strip into the path of the aflixing
member, of an arresting member for lock-
ing the feeding device, a yielding member
cooperating with the curved portion of the
guideway to direct the stamp strip there-
along which is adapted to be displaced by
the displacement of the stamp strip rela-
tively to said guideway and interlocking
parts on the arresting and yielding members
for causing the latter to set the former into
locking position.

16. In a stamp affixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a guideway for supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and having a laterally curved
discharge end for directing the frec end of
the stamp strip into the path of the affixing
member, of a pivoted lever for arresting
the feeding device which is normally sup-
ported in an inoperative position, a yield-
ingly supported roller engaging the stamp
strip and normally pressed in a direction
toward the guideway and interlocking mem-
bers on the roller and lever for securing
said parts when the roller is moved out-
wardly from the guideway and for causing
the lever to be set in operative position upon
return of the roller to its normal position.
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17. In a stamp affixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a guideway for supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and having a laterally curved
discharge end for directing the free end of
the stamp strip into the path of the affixing
member, of a normally inoperative arrest-
ing member for limiting the movement of
the feeding device, a stamp strip guiding
member yieldingly supported and normally
pressed in a direction toward the curved
portion of the guideway and adapted to
yield when the free end of the stamp strip
is placed under tension and displaced rela-
tively to the guideway, and interlocking
members acting to secure the arresting mem-
ber and guiding member together when the
latter is moved away from the guideway
and to cause said arresting member to be
actuated when the guide member is allowed
to return to its normal position.

18. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway stpporting a
stamp strip in operative position to be en-
gaged by the feeding device having a curved
portion around which the free end of the
stamp strip is projected by the feeding de-
vice into the path of the affixing member,
of a stamp guiding member, spring arms
normally_ pressing it toward the guideway
to hold the stamp strip in engagement there-
with and permitting it to yield when said
strip is displaced therefrom by tension ap-
plied to its extremity, a locking device for
limiting the movement of the feeding de-
vice which is normally in an inoperative
position and coSperating parts on the stamp
guiding member and the locking device
adapted to interlock when the guiding mem-
ber is displaced to permit the spring sup-
porting it to subsequently move the locking
device into operative position.

19. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway supporting a
stamp strip in operative position to be en-
gaged by the feeding device having a curved
portion around which the free end of the
stamp strip is projected by the feeding de-
vice into the path of the affixing member, of
a roller, spring arms yieldingly pressing it
in a direction toward the curved portion of
the guideway, a pivoted lever, interlocking
parts on the roller and one end of the lever
adapted to connect the former to the latter
when it is displaced relatively to the guide-
way and a finger on said lever for limiting
the movement of the feeding device upon
the movement of the lever.

20. In a stamp aflixer, the combination
with an aflixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway supporting a
stamp strip in operative position to be en-
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gaged by the feeding device having a curved
portion around which the free end of the

stamp strip is projected by the feeding de-

vice into the path of the affixing member,

of a stamp guiding member, means yield-

ingly pressing it toward the guideway, a
pivoted lever codperating with said member
when the latter is displaced relatively to the
guideway and an adjustable finger on the
Iever movable into and out of the path of
the feeding device.

21. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp guideway supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and projecting its extremity
into the path of the affixing member, said
guideway having a part formed to provide
a free portion in the stamp strip capable of
being moved out of its normal position when
tension is applied to its free end, of a brake
member engaging the stamp strip, a lever
for moving it to clamp said strip against
the guideway, a yieldingly supported guid-
ing member codperating with the free por-
tion of the stamp strip and said lever for
moving the lever and setting the brake mem-
ber when the free portion of the stamp
strip is displaced relatively to the guideway.

92. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp guidéway supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and projecting its extremity
into the path of the affixing member, said
guideway having a part formed to provide
a free portion in the stamp strip capable of
being moved out of its normal position
when tension is applied to its free end, of a
movable brake shoe overlying a portion of
the guideway between which and said guide-
way the stamp strip is fed, a member for
operating the brake shoe and a movable
guide member colperating with the free
portion of the stamp strip and adapted to
be moved by the displacement of the latter
into engagement with the operating mem-
ber to cause it to set the brake shoe and
clamp the stamp strip in the guideway.

23. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp guideway supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and projecting its extremity
into the path of the affixing member, said
guideway having a part formed to provide
a free portion in the stamp strip capable of
being moved out of its normal position
when tension is applied to its free end, of

movable brake shoes arranged at the sides

of the guideway and coGperating with the
edges of the stamp strip, separate operating
members for the brake shoes and a movable
guide member coGperating with the free
portion of the stamp strip, and adapted to
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be moved by the displacement of the strip
relatively to the guideway into engagement
with one or both of said brake shoe operat-
ing members.

24. In a stamp affixer, the combination

“with an aflixing member, a feeding device

and a stamp guideway supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and projecting its extremity
into the path of the affixing member, said
guideway having a part formed to provide
a free portion in the stamp strip capable of
being moved out of its normal position
when tension is applied to its free end, of
movable brake shoes arranged at the sides
of the guideway and cobperating with the
edges of the stamp strip, pivoted levers for
operating the brake shoes, a movable guide
member codperating with the free portion
of the stamp strip and adapted to be moved
by the displacement of the strip relatively
to the guideway into engagement with said
levers and a projection on one of the levers
adapted to cobperate with the feeding de-
vice to limit its movement.

25. In a stamp affixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp guideway supporting a stamp
strip in operative position relatively to the
feeding device and projecting its extremity
into the path of the aflixing member, said
guideway having a part formed to provide
a free portion in the stamp strip capable of
being moved out of its normal position
when tension is applied to its free end, of
a yieldingly supported brake shoe engaging
the stamp strip, a pivoted lever for operat-
ing it, a yieldingly supported guiding mem-
ber cooperating with the free portion of the
stamp strip and adapted to be moved by the
displacement of the stamp strip relatively
to the guideway, to actuate said lever, a
latch connection between the lever and
guiding member to rock the lever when said
member is released, and a finger on the lever
adapted upon the rocking of the member
to limit the subsequent movement of the
feeding device. )

96. In a stamp affixer the combination
with a movable aflixing member, a holder
for containing a strip of stamps, a guide-
way leading therefrom having a straight
portion and a laterally curved end, and a
feeding device codperating with a stamp
strip in the guideway, of frame side pieces
inclosing the latter, a brake shoe extending
along the straight portion of the guideway,
a lever for operating it pivoted to one of
the side pieces of the frame, and a yield-
ingly supported guiding roller codperating
with the curved portion of the guideway
and adapted to operate the lever when
moved away from said guideway.

27. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with a movable affixing member, a holder

=]

for containing a strip of stamps, a guide-
way leading therefrom having a straight
portion and a laterally curved end and a
feeding device codperating with a stamp
strip in the guideway, of frame side pieces
inclosing the latter, brake shoes overlying
the straight portion of the guideway at
opposite sides of the feeding device, sepa-
rate levers for operating the brake shoes
pivoted to the side pieces of the frame, and
a yieldingly supported guiding roller co-
operating with the curved portion of the
guideway and adapted to operate the levers
when moved away from said guideway.

98. In a stamp affixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway comprising a
backing having a laterally curved end
around which the stamp strip is projected
providing a portion of the stamp strip which
1s free to be displaced when tension isapplied
to said strip, of a brake shoe forming a
front portion on the guideway which is ca-
pable of tilting and having an end located
relatively to the curved portion of the guide-
way adapted to be moved when the stamp
strip is placed under tension to tilt its other
end and clamp the stamp strip against the
back of the guideway.

29. In a stamp aflixer the combination
with an affixing member, a feeding device
and a stamp strip guideway comprising a
backing having a laterally curved end
around which the stamp strip is projected
providing a portion of the stamp strip
which is free to be displaced when tension is
applied to said strip, of a brake shoe lo-
cated in front of the backing between which
and the backing a stamp strip may be fed
having an end extending into proximity
with the curved portion of the backing, a
spring arm supporting the shoe, a lever hav-
ing an adjustable abutment coGperating
with the brake shoe and a member yield-
ingly engaging the stamp and adapted to be
moved by 1t 1nto a position to operate the
lever.

30. In a stamp affixer the combination
with a frame, a reciprocating affixing mem-
ber, a movable feeding device, a latch con-
nection between it and the affixing member
and a stamp strip guideway, of a detachable
stop mounted on the frame and coGperating
with the feeding device to limit its move-
ment in feeding direction, the latch connec-
tion permitting the continued movement of
the affixing member.

31. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with a frame, a reciprocating aflixing mem-
ber, a feeding device moving therewith, and
a stamp strip guideway, of a stop detach-
ably supported on the frame and codperat-
ing with the feeding device to arrest its
movement and a latch connection between
the feeding device and affixing member
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which is disengaged when the feeding de-
vice is arrested to permit the affixing mem-
ber to move onwardly into affixing position.

32. In a stamp affixer, the combination
with a frame having an open side, a recipro-
cating affixing member and a feeding device,
of a stamp strip container and a guideway
leading therefrom constructed as an integral
part and closing the side of the frame, said
guideway being arranged to support a stamp
strip in operative position to the feeding de-
vice, and to discharge its extremity into the
path of the affixing member and having a
part arranged to provide a free portion of
the stamp strip which may be displaced by
a tensional pull on its extremity, means for
locking the feeding device and means co-
operating with the free portion of the stamp
strip for setting said locking means in op-
erative position when the stamp strip is dis-
placed relatively to the guideway.

83. In a stamp affixer the combination
with a frame, a reciprocatory shaft guided
therein having an affixing member mounted
thereon and provided with two spaced
notches, of a reciprocatory feeding mecha-
nism, a latch thereon codperating with one
of the notches to cause the feeding mecha-
nism to move with the aflixing member, a
locking member on said mechanism adapted
to codperate with the other notch to hold the
affixing member in projected position and
the feeding mechanism in retracted position.

34. In a stamp aflixer, the combination
with a reciprocatory shaft guided therein
having an aflixing member and provided with
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two spaced notches, a reciprocatory feeding
mechanism and stops on the frame limiting
its movement in opposite directions, of a
latch on the feeding mechanism codperating
with one of the notches to move said mech-
anism with the affixing member in one direc-
tion into engagement with one of the stops,
a spring for moving said member in the op-
posite direction and carrying the feeding
mechanism into engagement with the other
stop, means for holding the feeding mecha-
nism retracted in the last mentioned position
while the affixing member is projected and
a locking member mounted on the feeding
mechanism and codperating with the second
notch to lock the parts in the positions de-
seribed.

85. In a stamp handling mechanism, the
combination with a stamp strip container,
means for feeding a stamp strip and sever-
ing a portion of its extremity, a stamp strip
guideway leading from the container hav-
ing a portion codperating with the feeding
device and an end discharging at the point
of severance and arranged to provide a free
portion of the stamp strip capable of being
displaced relatively to the guideway and
means adapted to be actuated by said free
portion of the stamp strip when displaced
to prevent subsequent portions of the strip
from being projected out of the guideway
by the feeding devices.

BENNETT D. STRAIGHT.

Witnesses:

'~ Russenr, B. GRIFFITH,

'G. WrLnarp Ricn.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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