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2. I:l Claims Nos.:
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3. I:l Claims Nos.:
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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claims.
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fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The (prima facie) special technical features of the inventions in
claims 1-6 are selection of the kinds of treatment gases to be used to
selectively etch a silicon nitride film and the flow volume rate of the
treatment gasses.

Furthermore, as stated in claim 4, the purpose of the features is
to form a silicon nitride film side wall spacer.

The special technical feature of the inventions in claims 7-10 is
setting of conditions for applying pressure and bias power so as to
isotropically etch a silicon nitride film.

Furthermore, as stated in claim 9, the purpose of the feature is to
remove the silicon nitride film side wall spacer.

Consequently, there is no relationship involving one or more of the
same or corresponding special technical features between the group of
inventions in claims 1-6 and the group of inventions in claims 7-10.

Furthermore, since the invention in claim 1 has been disclosed in
documents 1-3, the invention in claim 1 is not novel, and does not have
a special technical feature.

Thus, this international application has the inventions that are
classified into two groups.

Invention group 1l: Claims 1-6
Invention group 2: Claims 7-10
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