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1 Claim. 
1. 

This invention relates to extension tables and 
particularly to tables of the type having end 
drop leaves and supports therefor. 

It is, of course, well known that a variety of 
structures have been provided for the purpose of 
supporting drop leaves in position of use. These 
structures very often have included folding 
hinges, extendable or Swinging members, or SOme 
combination thereof. 
structures, although initially serving as adequate 
support for the leaves, have been of a somewhat 
complicated nature and, after extended use, 
failed to maintain the leaves in the plane of the 
table top. Furthermore, many of these struc 
tures have been found to be costly to manufacture 
and somewhat difficult to install. 

It is a purpose and particular object of the 
present invention to provide means for position 
ing and maintaining the drop leaves of an ex 
tension table in the plane of the table top. 
Another object of the invention lies in the pro 

vision of means for supporting the end drop 
leaves of a table through use of Such Structure 
that, when the leaves are in lowered position, it 
constitutes an ornamental part of the entire 
table. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
drop-leaf Supporting means that constitutes a 
part of the extension slides of the table. 

It is a further and important object of the in 
vention to provide means that derives its support 
for drop leaves from the extension slide of which 
it forms a part, as well as from the table apron, 
and thus is enabled to position and maintain a 
raised leaf in the plane of the table top. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be more fully understood from a considera 
tion of the following specification, taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawing; and 
in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a drop-leaf 
extension table embodying one form of the in 
vention and shows the leaves in lowered position; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view of 
the structure of Fig. 1 and shows the drop leaves 
in raised, Supported position; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the table with 
the top and raised leaves partly broken away, 
and generally shows the Supports for the leaves 
and their relationship to the extension slides; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view showing one leaf raised 
and the other lowered, a part of the table top 
and raised leaf being broken away to show the 
relative position of the leaf supporting parts 
under these conditions; 

For the most part such 
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Slide units 2. 
tration of the invention, includes five slide mem 
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Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective 
view showing the association of the drop-leaf 
Support with one of the extension slides; and 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
showing additional means by which to locate the 
drop leaves in the plane of the table top when 
in raised position. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
the reference numeral tie is employed to generally 
designate a drop-leaf extension table in which 
One form of the present invention is embodied. 
ihis table comprises three, substantially iden 
tical bases or pedestals . Each base includes 
a pair of legs 2 that meet in a central post 3 
which, as suggested in the drawing, may be or 
namented. The upper end of each post 3 termi 
nates in a mounting block 4. Secured, in any 
Suitable manner, to the tops of the blocks 6 of 
the endmost bases are the end portions 6 of 
aprons fi. These aprons include sides 8 which, 
when the table is in collapsed or retracted posi 
tion, abut one another, substantially as suggested 
in FigS. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawing. On the upper 
face of the block 4 of the centrally located base 

is Secured a transverse member 9. This 
member carries a pair of conventional extension 

Each unit, in the present illus 

bers 22 that are connected for relative endwise 
movement to a predetermined extent, in a man 
ner Connon to Such slides. It will be noted that 
each of the Units 2 includes a central side 23 
that is Secured to the member 9 and that the 
two slide members 22 on either side of this fixed 
member are movable with respect thereto; two 
being adapted to move in one direction and two 
in the other. Of course, the outerinost side 
members 22 are joined to their corresponding 
parts of the split table top 24. 
A pair of drop leaves 26 are joined by suitable 

hinges (not shown) to the endmost edges of the 
Split top 24. As has been indicated, the inven 
tion is primarily directed to means by which to 
Support these leaves in the plane of the top, 
Each of these leaves is held in raised position in 
the plane of the table top by means of a struc 
ture that consists of a cross rail 27 that is simi 
lar to the end portion of apron F. Each rail 
27 is joined to a pair of slides 28. Each of the 
slides 28 is so constructed as to become an end 
portion of the adjacent table extension slide pre 
Viously described. In other words, the slide 28 
is interfitted with and movable with respect to 
the endmost slide 22 of unit 2 . A pair of these 
slides, one joined to each of the slide units, is 
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movable with respect to the table slides for the 
purpose of moving the rail 27 from the position 
of disuse, shown in Fig. 1, to the position of use, 
shown in FigS. 2 to 5, wherein it is sufficiently re 
moved from the end of the table to provide ade 
quate support for one of the leaves 26. It will, 
of course, be understood that the slides 28 project 
through suitable openings 29 in the aprons f 
and, when the rail 21 has been moved to a posi 
tion of disuse, it constitutes, in a sense, an auxil 
iary ornamental portion of the apron of the 
table. 

It will be particularly noted that the leaf sup 
porting rail 27, by reason of its fixed association 
with a pair of slides 28, provides Support for the 
leaf throughout its length. Contrary to many 
drop-leaf supports, the present invention does 
not consist of merely a central, Swingable or slid 
able member, or two or more individually ad 
justable members, but a slidable unit that gives 
such support to the leaf that a user of the table 
may, without hesitancy, apply a considerable 
weight to any part of the leaf without causing 
it to be depressed, or cause any untoward strain 
on the Supporting Structure. The strength of the 
leaf support is in part due to the fact that the 
slides 28 form part of the eXension slide of the 
table and also to the fact that each slide 28 
derives a part of its support from contact with 
the lower edge of the slot 29 of the apron 7. : 
In other words, for the leaf supporting unit to be 
tilted to a position such that the leaf would be 
out of the plane of the top 24, it would be neces 
sary for the slides 28 to fulcrum about their 
points of contact With the lower edges of slotS 29 
and raise at least a part of each of the slide 
members 22 of the extension units 2. Obviously, 
any such action would of necessity be of such 
force and strength as to, in all probability, ruin 
the entire table, but it is pointed out that such 
force would necessarily have to be applied before 
the leaves 26 could possibly be depressed to any 
appreciable extent from the plane of the top 24. 

In order that the cross rail 27, when extended 
to support a leaf, need not have such close con 
tact with Said leaf as to Scrape or rub against 
its under Surface, it is proposed, under Some con 
ditions of use, to So locate this rail that, when 
moved to extended position, it will not contact 
the under surface of the leaf but will move into 
contact with two or more wedge-shaped blocks 3 
Secured to the leaf's under surface. As is Sug 
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4. 
gested in Fig. 6 of the drawing, the rail 27, when 
moved to fully extended position, moves beneath. 
and into contact with the blocks 3, thus elevat 
ing the leaf into and holding it in the desired 
position which, of course, is the plane of the Split 
top 24. It will, of course, be understood that in 
the use of the present invention with different 
types or sizes of tables it may be found most 
suitable to provide somewhat differently propor 
tioned blocks than the blocks 3... shown, or to 
eliminate the blocks entirely. 
Although applicant has shown and described 

only one form of his invention, it will be apparent 
to those skilled in the art that other modifica 
tions or adaptations of the structure herein dis 
closed may be made and are contemplated in So 
far as they are within the spirit and Scope of the 
invention as set out in the annexed claim. 
Having thus set forth my invention, what I 

claim as new and for which I desire protection 
by Letters Patent is: 

In a table having a pair of leg supported ped 
estals, apron sections on said pedestals, top panels 
mounted on and permanently secured to said 
Sections, and drop leaves hinged to said panels; 
extension units connecting said pedestals, sec 
tions and panels, said units including a plurality 
of slides interfitted to be movable in the direction 
of their length, one end slide of each unit pro 
jecting through said apron sections, a rail joined 
to the projecting ends of Said end slides, said 
end slides and said rail being movable to an ex 
tended position with respect to each Section and 
adapted to support said leaves in the plane of 
Said top panels. 

STANLEY T. ANDERSON. 
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