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Cap for feeding bottle

The invention relates to a removable cap for the top of a feeding bottle used for babies. The
cap carries an upstanding nipple which is open at the bottom for the inflow of the liquid
bottle contents and an aperture at the top for the outflow of the contents into the baby’s

mouth when it sucks on the nipple.

The aim of the present invention is to provide such a cap which more realistically replicates

the feel of a mother’s breast and nipple than is achieved by conventional feeding bottles.

According to the invention, the removable cap is constructed of flexible plastics material and
has a smooth exterior surface which is soft to the touch of the baby’s lips and chin and an
area of which surrounding the open end of the nipple is provided in its underside with a

plurality of spaced shallow indentations which are elliptical in shape.

By means of the invention, the area of the cap around the nipple has an enhanced flexibility
in comparison with the remainder of the cap and can flex and stretch upwardly together with
the nipple while suction is applied, also allowing the nipple to tilt as the baby’s mouth is
moved. As a result, the nipple moves like a mother’s nipple and affords baby a more natural

breast-like feeding experience. When the suction ceases, the cap returns to its unflexed state.

The indentations are moulded into the cap during manufacture and the preferred plastics

material is silicone.
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An example of the invention will now be described with reference to the accompanying
drawing in which:
Fig. 1 is an underplan of the cap when removed from the bottle;
Fig. 2 is a top perspective view of the cap; and
Fig. 3 is the same view as in Fig. 2 but showing the cap as it would look when suction is

applied at the nipple by the baby.

The illustrated circular cap for applying to the top of a baby’s feeding bottle is substantially
segmentary domical in shape and moulded in silicone material with a smooth exterior surface
which is soft to the touch of the baby’s lips and chin. Upstanding from its apex there is an
integral oval-shaped nipple 1 with an aperture 2. In the enlarged Fig. 1 view, only the interior

of the nipple is visible through its open end.

In an area of the cap surrounding the open end of the nipple, the underside of the cap is
provided with a plurality of spaced shallow elliptical indentations formed during moulding of
the cap. As shown in the Fig. 1 embodiment, which illustrates a favourable arrangement of
the indentations, they are disposed in five concentric circles around the nipple and they
increase in length and width progressively from the indentations 3e in the innermost circle to
the indentations 3d, 3c, 3b and finally 3a in the outermost circle. This arrangement has been

found to be most effective.

Fig. 3 illustrates the cap in its condition when suction s applied to the nipple 1, with the area
supporting the nipple flexed and stretched to upstand from the remainder of the material

whereas in Fig. 2 the cap is shown in its unflexed state.
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The cap is removably attached to the neck of a feeding bottle by means of a separate ring (not

shown) which engages a peripheral flange 4 on the cap.
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Claims

1. A removable cap for the top of a feeding bottle used for babies, comprising an
upstanding nipple which is open at the bottom for the inflow of liquid bottle contents
and an aperture at the top for the outflow of the contents into the baby’s mouth when
it sucks on the nipple, wherein the cap is constructed of flexible plastics material and
has a smooth exterior surface which is soft to the touch for the baby’s lips and chin
and an area of which surrounding the open end of the nipple is provided on its
underside with a plurality of spaced shallow indentations elliptical in shape and
moulded into the plastics material, the indentations being arranged in concentric
circles around the open end of the nipple and increasing in length and width

progressively from the innermost circle to the outermost circle.

2. A cap according to claim 1, wherein the plastic material is silicone.
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