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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PHILANDER DEMING, 

of Albany, in the county of Albany and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Key-Board for Type-Writers, of which 
the following is a specification: 
The accompanying drawing represents a 

sectional side elevation of my improved key 
board for type-writers. . 
My invention is intended to so improve the 

key-boards of type-writers that the sound of 
the keys is perfectly deadened and the type 
writer worked without noise, so as to be em 
ployed in court and other places, for stenotypic 
purposes, Without annoyance. 
The invention consists of the key-board, 

provided with a number of layers of cloth, 
rubber, and similar fabric, and intermediate 
washers, fitted to the stems of the keys. 

In the drawing, A represents the key-board 
of a Sholes & Glidden or other type-writer, 
and B the key that slides in a perforation of 
the key-board, and is attached to the spring 
acted and guided lever, that forms the connec 
tion with the type-rod, in the usual manner. 
The stem of the key is made longer than usual 
in type-writers, for the purpose of passing 
through a number of alternating layers, C, of 
cloth, rubber, and similar fabrics, which are 
stretched on and secured to the key-board. 

The layers B are perforated like the key 
board, to provide for the sliding motion of the 
stems of the keys. Tightly-fitting Washers D, 
of rubber or other material, are placed around 
the stem intermediately between the layers B, 
and are retained by the same, so as to admit 
the motion of the key, but without admitting 
the escape of the clicking or other sounds 
made thereby. The working of the keys on 
the key-board is thus accomplished in perfect 
ly noiseless manner, so that the type-Writer 
may be employed without annoyance for sten 
otypic purposes in courts, churches, and other 
places, the type-writer casing being, further 
more, covered by suitable layers for deaden 
ing the sound of the mechanisms. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let. 
ters Patent, is 
As an improvement in type - Writers, the 

combination of the key-board and keys with 
perforated layers of soft falorics and interme. 
diate washer's fitted tightly on the steins of 
the keys, substantially in the manner and for 
the purpose specified. 

PHILANDER DEMING. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN HOMIGAN, 
J. H. MCFARLAND. 

  


