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The present invehtion relates to improve-

- ments 1n boot or shoe constructions and it
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has for its primary object to provide a novel
form of toe box and cap, so shaped and ar-
ranged as to constitute an efficient protec-
tion against injury to the toes when worn
by those engaged in such hazardous employ-
ment as mining and steel or quarry works.

T am aware that it has been proposed here-
tofore to employ metal guards which are ap-
plied to the exterior of the shoe as protectors,
but these have decided disadvantages: first,

- they destroy the normal appearance of the
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footwear and make it difficult to give to the
shoe a proper or comfortable shape; aud,
Qecondlv they are ]a(km" in the resilience
-which is des rable ‘to peumt the portion
which receives a blow or Jmp‘lct to resumne
its nounal shape.

My aim therefore has been to prowde a

special - toe box which extends completely
around the region of the toes by virtue of
the formation of a wing extension for the
outer side of the shoe but without materially
interfering with the flexure of the shce or
de=tr0ym«v the natural appeavance thereof,

and incovporating this in the shoe construc- -

tion in the usual manner. By the use of
materjal in this box having a certain de-
gree of resiliency, very heavv impacts may
be withstood without breaking down the
shape, while at the same time affording
adequate protection for the toes of the
wearer. ,

Other and further objects and advantages
of the invention will be hereinafter set forth
and the novel features thereof defined by the

appended claims.
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In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a pexspoctne view -of a shoc
embodymw my invention;

Figure 2 1s a flcwmcntzu'y- plan view
thereof; | v .

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view on
the line 3—38 of Figure 2; and

qure 4is a fraomental vy sectional VleW
on the line 44 of qure 2.

Like reference characters designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the sevelal fig-
ures of the drawing.

I have shown this invention as applied to

the blucher type of shoe, but it is to be:

clearly underctood that the constructlon is
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equa]lv apphcable to other types of foot-
wear,

In the illuqhatlon, deqxgnat“es the vamp,

2 the toc box, and 3 the cap. These are at-

ache'l to the insole 4 in the well known
manner by the stitching 5. The box, and
the cap- plefel ably, are pxowded with wing
extensions 2’ and 8’, resper tively, for the
outside of the shoe only. That is to say,
the hox and cap extend from a point in ad-
vance of the base of the toe at the inside to
or slightly bevond the little toe at the out- 65
side.  The complete zone of thetoes, sub-
stantially speaking, is therefore given a
rigid protector \\1th')ut destroying the gen-
eral appearance of the shoe or inter fering to .
any great extent with the flexing of the qhoe
dlnmo walking.

I consider it of importance to ewmploy
hea\y leather as the material for this box,
because of its ability to withstand heavy im-
pacts and the desirable characteristic tend-
ency to resume its normal shape after re-
ceiving such. Of course I may employ other
materialg which have these advantages and
I do not wish, therefore, to be unnecessarily

restricted. as regards this feature.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1.. A shoe of the class described comptis-
ing a toe box composed of resilient material
of suﬁiment rigidity to withstand substantial
impacts and. extendmg across the top of the
shoe above the region of the toes at the toe
portion of the shoe in qubstantmlly spaced
relation to the foot opening thereof so as to
leave an intermiediate free flexing zone for
the toes, said box having a rear ward exten-.
s'on toward the shank covermw the top and
sxdes of the toes at the. outside of the foot.
9, A'shoe of the class described compris-
ing an approximately rigid toe box extend-
ing from a point pr: 0\1nmte the base of the
great toe at the inside tFansversely of the
’ top of the shoe to substantially its mid-width’
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and thence rearwardly to'a point beyond the 100

base of the little toe at the outside of and
above said toe, and a toe cap conforming to
the shape of the toe box s0 as to. cover the
\ same.
In testimony whereof I aﬁix my signature.
JOHN B. PIOTROWSKI



