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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoANN G. PETERSON, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
and residing in the city of Hartford, in the 
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county of Hartford and State of Connecti 
cut, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Receptacles for Electric 
Lamps, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. - 

My invention relates to receptacles for 
electric lamps, plugs, etc., and particularly 
to the features thereof more particularly set 
forth in the following description and 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 

a vertical section through a lamp socket; 
IFig. 2 is a plan of the same with shell re 
moved and partially broken away; Fig. 3 is 
a side view of button detached; Fig. 4 is a 
perspective of the center contact with parts 
detached; and Fig. 5 is a side elevation par 
tially in Section of a wall socket. 
The present invention relates to improve 

ments in the construction of receptacles of 
common type. Thus the lamp socket form 
of electric receptacle shown in Fig. 1 com 
prises the usual insulating buttons A and B, 
the latter carrying the yok. 10 with its 
standards 11 and 12 in which the switch 
spindle 13 is journaled, and the spring con 
tact 14 fast with the yoke and pressing the 
cam 15, while the terminal 16 is formed by 
a lug on the standard 11. The upper but 
ton. A carries as usual the coöperating spring 
contact 17 and the center contact 18 and 
terminal plate 19, but is modified as follows: 
Instead of permitting the spring contact 1, 
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which at its fixed end a is in contact with 
the screw shell 30, to vibrate freely above 
the cam 15, when the latter is in the “off' 
position, (Fig. 3) I lengthen the same and 
rest its free end upon a recessed shoulder-20 
formed in the upper face of the button. This 
has the distinct advantage of preventing the 
usual vibration, so injurious to the lamp fila 
ment, especially in tungsten lamps, when the 
cam is Snapped into the “off” position. 

50 
Secondly, the recess formed in the upper 
face of the button. A for the reception of 
the spring center contact 18, is deepened by 
raising the sides of the U-shaped boss 22 so 
that not only are the terminal plate 9 and 
the base of the contact confined against angular displacement, but, upon depression, 

the sides of the enlarged and upwardly 
angled contact wing 21, which overlies the 
boss, bear against the sides of the latter and 
protect the bend 23, by which the spring is 
obtained, from being so sharply angled as to 
permanently affect the same and deprive it 
of its spring-function. In fact when the 
contact wing is depressed until it contacts 
with the sides of the boss, the bend 23 is re 
lieved from further strain and a new full 
crum at the point of contact between the sides 
of the boss and the lower portion of the up 
Ward angled wing 21 is established and the 
spring metal bends only from this point. 
By this means a center contact is provided 
which is assured of all of the spring ob 
tained by the bend 23 and this resiliency is 
sufficient in all cases to obtain a close center 
connection with the lamp or plug inserted 
in the receptacle. Further it will be noted 
that but a single securing screw 24 is neces 
sary to hold both the terminal plate 19 and 
the center contact. 21 in position, thus simpli 

same time securing the desirable rigidity of 
the terminal plate and the resiliency of the 
contact piece. These features last mentioned 
are equally applicable to a wall receptacle 
such as shown in Fig. 5, the only difference 
being that the terminal plate 25 instead of 
being angled downward as is necessary in 
socket construction of the type above re 
ferred to, is carried out straight through the 
recess 26 in the porcelain well 27 formed 
upon the base 28, so that the binding screw 
29 is readily accessible for wiring. 

I claim as my invention:- 
Scribed, having an insulating base with a re 
cessed U-shaped boss thereon, a center con 
tact located therein with upward angled con 
tact wing overlying the sides of said boss, in 
combination with a terminal plate also se 
cured in the recess of the boss in connection 
With said center contact, substantially as and for the purpose described. 

2. An electric receptacle of. the type de 
scribed, having an in lating base with re 
(essed U-shaped boss thereoil, and a center 
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1. An electric receptacle of the type de 
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contact and a terminal plate both confined in 
the recess of the boss, in conbination with a single securing screw for holding said plate 
and contact in said recess. 

8. A receptacle of the type described, hav 

fying the assembly of the parts while at the 
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ing an insulating base with recessed shoul 

name to this specification, in the presence of . cler, a contact shell carried by said base and two subscribing witnesses. a spring contact beneath and in contact with said shell having its free end resting uppn JOHANN G. PETERSON. 5 said recessed shoulder on the base, substan- Witnesses: - . 
tially as and for the purpose described. BENJ. PERKINs, In testimony whereof 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing 
Washington, D.C.' 

I have signed my H. M. SAUNDERs. 

the “Cofnmissioner of Patents, 


