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UNITED STATES 
JoHN H. Fox, OE BEREA, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE Fox To Y COMPANY, OF BEREA, 

. . . . . . . . . of Io, A CORPORATION OF OHI * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

This invention relates to an educational same haying its free edge cul wire, as indicated at 6 in Fig. 2. toy consisting of a suitable writing surface 
having associated with or connected to it, preferably by being hinged to it, a support 

5 for a number of objects bearing designs, 
characters, figures or letters and whereon 
the said objects may be arranged in any de 
to the end that a child may copy on the writ 

10 ling surface that which is displayed on the 
objects and thus be instructed in drawing 
or in spelling and Writing while being enter 

rtained. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The objects of the invention are to provide 
a device of the foregoing nature that is 
neat and attractive of appearance; that is comparatively light; that is very strong and 

15 

durable; that is capable of being folded into 
compact form when not in use; that may be 

... 20 readily and quickly placed in condition for 
use, and that is so constructed as to facilitate the application of the objects bearing the 
figures, letters, or the like to the support, of blocks 11, preferably of wood, which 
and the re-arrangement of said objects 

25 thereon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The foregoing objects, with others here 

inafter appearing, are attained in the em 
bodiment of the invention illustrated in the accompanying drawing wherein Fig.1 is a 

30 perspective view of the invention; Fig. 2 is 
a plan view with the support or frame folded against the base or writing surface; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional detail through the device 
in the region of the hinge connection be-, 

85 tween the frame and base; while Figs. 4 and 
5 are fragmentary sections of the frame. - - 

that of the support or frame 5. When a 
block is lifted slightly, it may be tilted 
forwardly, as shown in Fig. 5, so as to be 

showing the manner in which the objects 
or blocks are applied thereto. . . . . . . 
. In the present embodiment, the base 1 is 

40 cil - - - - - - - - - 

structed of sheet metal, having its edge 
curled about a wire 2 for strengthening and 
stiffening purposes. The upper face of the 
base, excepting its marginal portion, is suit 
ably coated to produce a writing surface. 1. 

: Applied to the base adjacent one side thereof 
I are eyes 3. These are preferably formed 

from sheet metal and welded to the base. 

5. This support or frame is constructed i 
much the same manner as the base 1, th 
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locate the support or frame in a definite 
sired order, so as to form words for example, ' ' ' '. 

is formed, is slotted transversely to form a 65 
plurality of substantially parallel rails; 8, 
which are stiffened by longitudinal ribs. 9, 

likewise stiffened by ribs 10. As best shown 

are deflected slightly rearwardly, for area 

their opposite faces, designs or indicia of 
. Some sort. Preferably each block has, on 
One face, a letter, and on the other, a figure 

of blocks placed upon a rail will be properly 

circular in outline and it is preferably con 

shown in Figs. 1 and 3, in which position it. . . . . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - is held by the stop 7. Blocks may then be 

The ends of a pintle, 4 are held within selected from the assortment accompanying : 
the eyes. 3 and curled about the portion of the device and placed upon one or more 
the pintle which is intermediate said eyes. 
is an edge portion of a support or frame 

... r. s. - - - - - - - - is constructed in is 

face-1. 
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same having its free 'edge curle about a 65 
A stop i is applied to the oriter or rear 

side of the support or frame 5 adjacent its 
hinge connection with the base 1- and the 
same is designed to engage the base and 60 
relation to the base. . . 

: Throughout the central, area of the Sup 
port or frame 5, the sheet metal whereofit 

- 35". 

the portions of the support or frame above 
and below the top, and bottom slots being 

70 
in Figs. 4 and 5, the portions of the rails 
8 above the ribs 9 are deflected slightly for 
Ward, while the portions below said ribs 
son which will presently be explained. as 

Associated with the device are a number 

bear on one or both, preferably both, of 
80 

or picture. The lower edges of the blocks 
are kerfed transversely, as shown at 12 in 
Figs. 4 and 5, so that the blocks may be en- . 
gaged over the upper edges of the rails 8; “. . WZ, ,, . . 85 . . 

and when the blocks are in normal position 
upon the rails, the ribs. 9 occupy the open 
sides of the kerfs. In this manner, a series 
aligned and held in a plane parafielwith 90 

withdrawn from the rail without interfer- ... 
ence by the rail above. . . . . . . . 95 

It will be seen from the foregoing de 
Scription that my invention provides an 
educational toy which is particularly ap 
pealing to children, and in the use of the 
device, the frame is swung to the position 100 

of the rails 8, and the child, with a suitable 105 crayon or pencil may copy what is dis. 
layed by the bloc iting sur 
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Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim is: - 

O 

20 

1. In combination, a sheet metal base, a 
sheet metal support hinged to said base and 
adapted to be swung to a given position 
with respect thereto, said support being 
slotted to 

2. In combination, a base, a sheet metal 
support hinged to said base, said Support 
being slotted transversely to provide a series 
of substantially parallel rails, each rail hav 
ing a longitudinal rib for stiffening the 
same, the portion of each rail above the rib 
being deflected forwardly, and a plurality 
of blocks bearing suitable indicia and hav 
ing kerfs adapted to be engaged over said 
rails, the kerfs being of sufficient depth to 
allow the blocks to descend and embrace the 
ribs of the rails, as and for the purpose specified. 

3. In combination, a base constructed of 
sheet metal and having its edge turned un 
der to impart rigidity to the base, laterally 
spaced eyes applied to the top surface of the 

(to provide a series of substantially 
parallel rails, and blocks bearing suitable 
indicia and kerfed along their edges for 
application to said rails. 
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base adjacent one side thereof, a pintle hav 
ing. its ends supported within said eyes, a 
sheet metal frame having an edge portion 
wrapped about said pintle intermediate the 
aforesaid eyes, a stop for positioning the 
plurality of objects bearing suitable indicia 
for application to the frame. 

vide a series of substantially parallel rails, 
and blocks bearing suitable indicia and 
kerfed along their edges for application to 
said rails. . . . . 

5. In combination, a one piece sheet metal 
Support, said Support being slotted to pro 

30 

frame in a given relation to the base, and a 

4. In combination, a one piece sheet metal 
support, Said support being slotted to pro 

40 

vide a series of rails, each rail having a 
longitudinal rib for stiffening the same 
and a plurality of blocks bearing suitable 
indicia, and having kerfs. adapted to be en 
gaged over said rails, the kerfs being of 
sufficient depth to allow the blocks to 

45 

descend and embrace the ribs of the rails, 50 as and for the purpose specified. 
signature. 

JOHN H, FOX. 
In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my 

  


