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(57) Abstract

A downward butt welding method by gravity welding having the steps of inclining upwardly a guide rail (5a) generally at
an oblique angle ©1 of 40 to 600 with respect to a butt welding line (3) and lowering a welding rod.(4) along the butt welding line
(3) for welding while lowering a welding rod holder (6) of the rod (4) along the guide rail (5a). A welding machine used for the
downward butt welding method includes a guide rail (5a) upwardly inclined generally atan oblique angle ©1 of 40 to 600 with re-
spect to a butt welding line (3), the guide rail (5a) having a main rail (5¢) and an auxiliary rail (5b),and a welding rod holder (6) for

a welding rod (4) lowering from the auxiliary rail (5b) to the main rail (5¢).
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