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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MARTINLAPPE, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Allegheny, in 
the county of Allegheny and State of Penn 
sylvania, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Non-Explosive Cans; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it pertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to an improved non 

explosive oil-can; and it consists in a wire 
gauze covering each of the openings of the 
can, together with an automatically-operated 
valve for the purpose of admitting air to the 
can without removing the cap or cover, and 
certain other details of construction, as will 
be fully set forth hereinafter. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a sectional side elevation of an ordinary oil 
can having my improvements shown attached 
thereto. Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional ele 
vation of the top or mouth of the can, show 
ing the gauze and vent-valve. Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of the gauze used. in the said mouth 
of the can. Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional 
side elevation of the nozzle or exit-pipe, show 
ing the position of the wire-gauze arranged 
therein. Fig. 5 is a front view of the same, 
having the cap or cover removed therefrom. 
To put my invention into practice with an 

ordinary oil-cana, I arrange and secure in 
the opening at the top a wire-gauze b and lo 
cate the same a short distance beneath the 
upper periphery of the said opening. Fitted 
in the cap or covering c of this can a is a con 

cave disk in, having a circular opening through 
the same, in which a ball-valve d is made to 
operate. This valve d is provided with an 
extensione, which is attached to its base, and 
is provided with a small loose weightg, which 
is held or secured by a short transverse pin 
h, passed through the extension e and at right 
angles to the same. This pin h, also serves to 
retain the valve in position or prevent the 
same from becoming detached. 
d is for the purpose of admitting air to the 
interior of the can a through an opening in 
the cap c, while oil is being poured from the 
can C. Secured in a suitable position in the 
interior of the nozzle k is another wire-gauze 
l, and the said nozzle k, provided with the 
ordinary cap m. 
In operation a can provided with gauze 

coverings at each opening will effectually ex 
clude all fire from the interior of the can Cl, 
as is well known in the art. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
An oil-can having a gauze disk secured 

within the same below the opening in the top 
thereof, a cover fitted over said opening and 
provided with an aperture in its upper end, 
a valve-seat arranged within the cover above 
the top of the can when the cover is placed 
in position thereon, and a reciprocating valve 
seated in said seat, substantially as described, 
for the purpose specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
hereunto affix my signature this 4th day of 
September, A. D. 1890. 

MARTIN LAPPE. 
In presence of 

CHARLES LARGE, 
M. E. HARRISON. 
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