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Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 26, 152

1. In view of the Tlarge number and also the wording of the claims
presently on file, which render it difficult, if not impossible, to
determine the matter for which protection is sought, the present
application fails to comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements
of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a
meaningful search is impossible.

2. In particular the search has not been carried out completely for the
claims 21, 23, 47, 75, 80, 98, 103, 121, 172, failing to comply with the
clarity requirements of Article 6 PCT, because of the inconsistency
between the following claimed features: they claim a "continuous”
injection of the generated biofilm-inhibiting substance to the
microorganisms, whilst the claims to which they refer to claim an
"intermittent" application to the microorganisms of a biofilm-inhibiting
substance. Consequently the feature <"continuous" injection of the
generated biofilm-inhibiting substance to the microorganisms> has not
been searched.

3. Present claims 124, 127, 130 and 133 relate to a compound defined by
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely an
<concentration and respectively duration effective to inhibit or to
destroy biofilm developing potential> : An attempt is made to define the
compound by reference to a result to be achieved. Again this Tack of
clarity (Article 6 PCT) of these claims is such as to render a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible.
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely <a
compound comprising a collection of microorganisms and the biofilm
inhibiting substance, e.g. bromide activated chloramine>.

4. Present claims 26 and 152 relate to methods defined by reference to a
desirable characteristic, namely <inhibiting the biofilm developing
potential> and respectively <inhibiting the enzyme producing potential>:
An attempt is made to define the compound by reference to a result to be
achieved. Again this lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) of these claims is
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed
scope impossible. Consequently, the search has not been carried out for
these claims, but only for their dependent claims, which define the
methods in meaningful ways.

5. Present claims 186, 189, 192 and 195 relate to a compound defined by
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely an
<concentration and respectively duration effective to inhibit production
of an enzyme> : An attempt is made to define the compound by reference to
a result to be achieved. Again this lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) of
these claims is such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of
the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried
out for those parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and
disclosed, namely <a compound comprising a collection of microorganisms
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and the enzyme production inhibiting substance, e.g. bromide activated
chloramine>.

6. In particular the term <bromide activated chloramine> is not clear
in terms of Art. 6 PCT and accordingly it has not been searched
completely. It has been searched as defined as product-by-process, e.g.
at page 20 lines 15-20 of the description. The claims affected by this
clarity objection are: claims 25, 51, 77, 78, 79, 102, 124, 127, 136,
137, 149, 174, 175, 186, 189, 262, 206, 208, 209-213.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This International Searching Authdrity found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-25, 27-51, 52, 53-77, 78, 79-100, 101-123,
124-126, 127-129, 1306-132, 133-135, 136, 137,
138-143, 144-145, 148-156, 151, 153, 154-173,
174-177, '180-185, 186-188, 189-191, 192-194,
195-201, 204, 205-207, 208

1.1. Claims: 1-25, 27-51, 52, 78, 79-160, 101-123, 137
The invention defined in claims 1-25, 27-51, 52, 78,

79-100, 101-123, 137 and 208 relates to a method for:
A) inhibiting the development of a biofilm adjacent

surface comprising
B) applying a biofilm inhibiting substance E) to
F) a collection of microorganisms having biofilm

development

potential.

1.2. Claims: 53-77, 136
The invention defined in claims 53-77 and 136 relates
to an apparatus for carrying out the method of claim 1.

1.3. Claims: 124-126, 127-129, 130-132, 133-135
The invention defined in claims 124-126, 127-129,
130-132, 133-135 relates to a product comprising:
E) a biofilm inhibiting substance .
F}) a collection of microorganisms having biofilm
development potential.

1.4. Claims: 138-143, 150, 151,153, 174-175, 180

The invention defined in claims 138-143, 150, 151-153,

174-175, 180 relates to a method for :
H) inhibiting the production of an enzyme by a

collection F) of microorganisms attached to a surface,
1) using a substance P) which inhibits the

production of an enzyme by F)
C) applied intermittently.

1.5. Claims: 144-145, 176-177, 180, 204, 205-207
The invention defined in claims 144-145, 176-177, 180,
204, 205-207 relates to a method for :
H) inhibiting the production of an enzyme
H1) being a hydrogen peroxide-degrading enzyme
by a collection F) of microorganisms attached to a
surface,
1) using a substance P) which inhibits the
production of an enzyme by F)
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C) applied intermittently.

1.6. Claims: 154-173
The invention defined in claim 154-173 relates to an
apparatus for carrying out the steps of claims 139-153.

1.7. Claims: 186-188, 189-191, 192-194, 195-201
The invention defined in claims 186-188, 189-191,
192-194, 195-201 relates to a product comprising:
P) an enzyme production inhibiting substance
F) a collection of microorganisms.

2. Claims: 202, 203, 209-213

The invention defined in claims 202 and 203 relates to a
method for:
A) inhibiting the development of a biofilm adjacent a
surface comprising
B) applying a biofilm inhibiting substance E) to a
biofilm developmentn of microorganisms having
potential
Q) and a peroxide
C) intermittently.

The invention defined in claims 209-213 relates to a
composition comprising:
E) a bromide activated chloramine and
Q) a peroxide

3. Claims: 146-147, 178-179, 180

The invention defined in claims 146-147, 178-179, 180
relates to a method for :
H) inhibiting the production of an enzyme
H2) being a starch-degrading enzyme
by a collection F) of microorganisms attached to a
surface, :
1) using a substance P) which inhibits_the
production of an enzyme by F)
C) applied intermittently.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee. '
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