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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN L. GILMAN, OF DES MOINES, IOWA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
J. A. T. HULL, OF SAME PLACTE.

SLIP, LABEL, CARD, OR LETTER FILE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 460,862, dated October 6,1891.
Application filed December 23, 1890, Serial No. 375,657, (No model)

To ail whonm it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jouy L. GILMAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Des
Moines, in the county of Polk and State of
Iowa, have invented a new and useful Slip,
Label, Card, or Letter File, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
receiving receptacle or case for containing
labels, slips, letters, cards, files, &ec., within
compartments, by which space may be econo-
mized, affording facilities for assortment and
distribution, and also conveniently display-
ing the designation or symbol of the article
within its compartment, as well as providing
means by whichthecontaining-receptacle may
be conveniently carried about.

My invention has especial applicability to
the containing and assortment of what are
known in the postal service as “slips,” and I
will therefore describe my invention with
reference to the same. It will, however, be
apparent that my invention may be applied
to the containing aid assortment of other ar-
ticles. :

My invention consists in a receiving-recep-
tacle of convenient size and shape, which is
divided within its interior into a multiplicity
of pockets adapted to receive sets of slips
having different designations thereon, said
division being effected by the disposition, at-
tachment, and bending of preferably a single
length of wire, to be hereinafter particularly
described, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an enlarged view of a section of
one of the containing receptacles or cases,
showingthe arrangementof the pockets. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal sectional view on the line
z z, Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a transverse sectional
view on the line = , Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a view
of the interior of a receptacle or case, show-
ing the full size thereof. Fig. 5is a perspec-
tive view showing the receptacle or case

5 closed. Iig.6isan end view showing a modi-

fication in form.

A and B, Fig. 4, respectively designate the
two parts of a containing case, receptacle, or
box, which, as shown, are hinged together,
and thus adapted to be closed, as shown in
Fig. 5, having a handle C, by which the case

may be conveniently carried from place to
place. The pockets or racks for receiving
and holding the sets of slips D are formed on
each part of the case by means of a single
length of wire, which is strung and secured to
the interior of the case in the manner follow-
ing: One end of the wire  may be secured at
or within a kerf at ¢ in the interior side edge
E? of one of the parts A and B, being from
thence led to and passed through one of a se-
riesof eyeletsorstaplesa’,arranged in lineand
fastened to the base-board of the case, there
being two rows arranged in line, one on each
sideof thedivisional partition E3andcentrally
located between thesaid divisionalpartition E?
and the opposite side edges E? and EX.  After
being passed through the first of the series of
eyelets a’ the wire is cxtended to and passes
through the divisional partition E3, thus com-
pleting the first of the series of V-shaped
racks, which, as will be seen, are successively
formed on each side of said partition E3. The
wire after being passed through said parti-
tion is again on the outer side thereof led to
and passed through the first of the series of
eyelets on that side of the partition and ex-
tended to and fastened within a kerf in the
side edge E*, being from thence led downward-
ly along thesideof the case for the desired dis-
tance, passed through another kerf,and then
through the next one of the series of eyelets

55

60

70

75

8o

o/,through the divisional partition E,through -

the second eyelet o’ of the series on the op-
posite side of said partition, the wire being
then led to and fastened within a kerf in the
side edge E? this operation being continued
until a series of these V-shaped racks are
formed approximately for the whole length of
the one side of the case, as shown in Fig. 4,
being arranged in series on each side of the
partition E3 Having new in the further
stringing of the wire to form these V-shaped
racks arrived at the point b, Fig. 4, and hav-
ing completed said formation, I now proceed
to form the transverse confining-racks as fol-
lows: Arranged in line and fastened to the
divisional partition E®is a series of eyelets d.
I proceed with the same wire E, extending
the same along the side edge E! for a suit-
able distance, and then extend the same di-
rectly across the case, passing said wire first
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- within a kerf in the sideedge Ez2.
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through the eyelet d’ and securing the same
The wire is
thenextendedalong said side edge foran equal
distance, secured ‘to a kerf, and then again
extended across said part of the case, this op-
eration being repeated until the point of com-
mencement-of the V-shaped racks isreached.
By this arrangement and disposition of the
wire E pockets are formed adapted to receive
the package of slips D, which, as shown, are
held in such a p031t10n as to leadlly dlsplay
their symbol or designation. and also permit
of their ready seizure and the ready removal
of one or more from the pocket.

It will be seen by reference to Fig. 2 that
when the case is adjusted in a vertical position
a series of receiving shelves or pocketsis pro-
vided, one above the other, adapted to receive
and hold the sets of slips, permitting a com-
pact-arrangement, which in mno wise eonceals

the distinetive designation of each bundle or.

set of slips.

The two parts of the case A and B being
closed, as in Fig. 5, form a portable case adapt-
ed to be conveniently carried about.

Referring to Fig. 6,it will' be seen. that I
provide an additional part .H; hinged to'the
parts A and B, and provided also with these
pockets, the said parts A and B being adapted
to close about the said p(u't H. Itisalsoap-

~parent that my invention is adapted for use.

in railway offices, and may, in fact, be use-
Tully and conveniently employed for many
different purposes.

Each distinct receptacle thus constr ucted.

and combined with:a case is composed of a:V-

shaped section of wire that is fastened atits
three distinct points and inclined relative to
the flat surface to which the lower point is
fixed, and another section of wire that con-
nects the two upper points. A series of tri-
angles are thus produced that overlap each
other, and the spaces that intervene between
these inclined triangles are the pockets or
receptacles adapted to admit and retain pa-
pers. These overlapping receptacles, open

at their tops and closed at their lower ends,
are skeleton in form and consequently add
very little weight to the case, and yet, on ac-
count of the cross-section of wire at the top
of each case, are admirably adapted for retain-

ing papersinadjoining pockets or Leeeptaeles
securely separated, and flat and smooth in
their ineclined ovexlappm positions; and
their top ends visible and readily accessible,

as 1*equired for removal by means of a per-
son’s fingers.

IIavmfr thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is——‘

1. In a label, card, or letter file, V-shaped
wire sections fastened at their lower corners
to the-inside surface of a case and fastened
at their.two top corners to parallel strips of
wood projecting from the same surface of
the case, so that: the V:shaped wire sections
will extend in parallel planesrelative to each
other, but at an angle relative to the surface
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of the ease to which theirlower pointed ends -

are fixed, and a section of wire connecting
the top ends of each V-shaped section, for
the purposes stated.

2. A series of V:shaped wire sections fixed
to a flat - surface at their: lower. points and

fixed at their two upper points to raised sur-.

faces extending parallel with the said flat
surface and central line to which their lower
points are fixed, and eross-sections .of ‘wire
connecting the two upper corners of the V-
shaped sections,.composed of a single -wire
and combined with a case having-a flat sur-
face and two parallel raised surfaces to. pro-
duce pockets or receptacles adapted: to re-
celve and retain slips of paper,labels, cards,
and letters, in the manner set forth, for the
purposes stated.

3." A label, card, and letter file comprising
a board or flat plate having strips or raised
surfaces extending palallel with each other
and provided with kerfs or notches to admit
a wire, and a wire fixed to the said flat sur-
face at points midway belween the two par-
allel raised surfaces,and also fixed in the
kerfs or notches of the parallel raised sur-
faces to produce fixed triangular - shaped
overlapping forms and open pockets or re-
ceptacles, for the purposes stated.

JOHN L. GILMAN,
Witnesses:
C. C. BULKLEY,
THOMAS G. ORWIG.
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