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To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that T, BERNARD P. MIMMACK,
a citizen of the United States; residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Guards for Shutter-Fastenings, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention. relates to a device for ren-
dering shutters secure against burglars; and
the object is to provide a guard to take over
and bear upon the latches or hooks of the
form ordinarily attached to shutters, which
guard is held by the window-sash, whereby
the latches or hooks cannot be released from
the catches on the window-sill except the win-
dow-sash be first raised.

" The invention is illustrated in the -accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view look-
ing from the interior, with the window-sash
broken away to disclose the guard deviceand
shutter-latches; Fig. 2, a section through the
shutters, sill, and window-sash; Fig. 3, a top
or plan view with the shutters in -section;
Fig. 4,a similar section to Fig. 2, in which the
guard is shown in a vertical position, illus-
trating an advantage of my invention which
will be hereinafter explained; Fig. 5, a sec-
tion through the shutters and sill, illustrating
another advantage of my invention, which
will also be pointed out hereinafter; and Fig.
6, a detail perspective view of the guard de-
vice detached, also illustrating modifications
in the construction thereof.

In the drawings, the letters A A’ designate
the two shutters, provided with the ordinary
hooksorlatchesaa’, which engage the catches
b D', secured to the sill B. '

The letter C designates the lower rail of the
window-sash, which shuts down on the sill.

My guard device comprises a vertical stand-
ard portion D, which is conneected to the sill
C at its lower back or inner edge by a hinge
d, and has a flat base e, which stands square
on the sill. The back side of said standard
portion forms abroad flat vertical shoulder f,
extending the height of the latter. Thehinge
d should be flush with this shoulder and
should notproject therefrom. A broad flange
E extends forward or outward from the upper
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end of the standard portion D on the opposite
side to the shoulder . This flange has pref-
erably a slight downward curve, which gives
it the appearance of a hook,so that itsedge g
may take over and behind the latchesaa’ on
the shutters, and the said flange is broad
enough to cover both of said latches at the
same time.

In carrying out my invention the guard, as
above described, is secured to the sill cen-
trally with respect to the catches b b’ and
latches or hooks a o/, as shown in Fig. 3, and
is so placed that there will be just space be-
tween its rear shoulder f and the shoulder 7
of the sill for the lower rail C of the window-
sash to fit snugly, as shown in Fig.2.- Atthe
same time the gunard should be fixed so that
its flange Ewilltake over the latches or hooks
a o of the shutter.

Window-frames are as a rule of a uniform
size, and hence one size of guard device will
be adapted for any window. In case there
should be a material difference in the width
of the sill means may be employed, such as
a nut, screwed into the shoulder f, as shown
in Fig. 6, to compensate for such difference
and comprise an extension for the said shoul-
der. This nut would be bronght out by turn-
ing it, so as to fit snugly against the window-
sash, while the guard-flange enzaged the shut-
ter latches or hooks in case the shoulder fdid
not fit close enough to the sash; or if from
shrinkage of .the wood-work of the sash or
from bad workmanship the sash has any play
in the window-frame a thin strip of wood or
metal, preferably wedge-shaped, fastened on
the outer surface of the sash, would engage

- the shoulder of the guard, holding the flange

down securely over the latches, and at the
same time hold fast the sash preventing the
rattling noise so common and so annoyingin
an ill-fitting sash. If it be desired to leave
the upper sash down from the top for venti-
lation, a small hole bored through the sash
will admit the introduction from within of a
pin which will enter the nut-holein the stand-
ard portion of the guard, effectually prevent-
ing the raising of the lower sash, although it
be not fastened to the upper sash.

The applieation of the invention is as fol-
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lows: After the shutters are closed with their
hooks engaging the catches on the sill the
guard is turned down to bring its flange I
over and bearing upon both the said hooks or
latehes a o/, (see Figs. 1 and 3,) and the edge
¢ behind said hooks. (SeeTig.2.) The win-
dow is now shut down and the sash-rail C
fits closely against the shoulder f, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 2. Tt will tlius be seen that it
would be impossible to lift the guard up from
the shutter-latches without first raising the
window. In this way the said latches are se-
curely gnarded against burglarious attempts
to release them from the catches on the sill
by cutting a slat of the shutters and intro-
ducing a hand or tool. Asastill further pro-
tection the flange E may have downward-ex-
tending ears j at opposite ends, as illustrated
in Fig. 6, to prevent access to the shutter-
latches from either side. With the guard
properly placed it will be obvious that the
above results will be attained.

The peculiar advantages possessed by my
device may be stated as follows: It is appli-
cable toany ordinary window without making
any changes in the shutters, latches, sill, or
window-sash, and is adapted to the present
style of shutter latch or hook. It is so con-
structed as to engage and hold both latches
or hooks atcnee, thus securing both shutters.
It will always be applied, for it will be seen
by reference to Fig. 4, that the window can-
not be shut down until the guard is turned
down to its properlocking position, and hence
any one in closing the window must necessa-
rily first secure the blinds.

Another advantage of my construction is
that the guard deﬂce is not troublesome by
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requiring continual manipulation when ad-
justing the shutters, for should it be desired
to close the shutters from within or without
while the window remains up or when there
is a screen in the window, this can bLe done
without raising and holding the guard, for the
shutter-hooks will readily ride under the edge
g of the same, raising the guard themnselves,
as illustrated in Fig. 5.

I am aware there have been other devices
forutilizing the window-sash in securingshut-
ter-fastenings; and I do not, therefore, lay
claim, broadly, to such an ‘m'antrement but

WVhatI do claim as my 1nven1310n, aud seek
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A gnard forsh utter-fasteners, hinged to
the window-sill and adapted to take over and
cover the shutter-latches, and means to lock
the guard in position over said latches, sub-
%tfmtmlly as and for the purpose described.

2. A guard for shutter-fasteners, hinged at
its base to the window-sill and c‘omprising a
shoulder engaged by the outer side of the win-
dow-sash, and a projecting flange to takeover
thc shutter-latehes.

. A guard for shutter-fasteners, hinged at
its base to the window-sill and comprising a
shoulder engaged by the ouler side of the win-
dow-sash, an extension for said shoulder, and
a projecting flange to take over the shutter-
latches.

In testimony whereof L alfix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

BERNARD P. MIMMACK.

Witnesses:
L. M. TRIPLETT,
FRrANK C. SEVERANCE.
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