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This invention relates to a mailbox, and more particu-
larly to a signal device or signal attachment for a mail-
box.

The primary object of this invention is to provide a
signal device for a mailbox whereby the signal device is
adapted to be used for conveniently indicating when a
mailbox such as a rural mailbox has been opened.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a magnetic mailbox signal which is constructed so that
when the mailman opens the mailbox door, the mailbox
signal arm will be moved to a horizontal position to in-
dicate that mail has been delivered, and wherein the sig-
nal of the present invention is simple to install since it is
not necessary to drill any holes, and wherein a magnet
is used for eliminating the necessity for using a detent
mechanism or the like, and wherein only one screw and
mut is required when assembling or installing the magnetic
mailbox signal of the present invention on a mailbox.

Still another object is to provide such a magnetic mail-
box signal that is economical to manufacture and efficient
in operation and which is rugged in structure and fool-
proof in use.

These and other objects of the invention will become
apparent from a reading of the following specification and
claims, together with the accompanying drawings, where-
in like parts are referred to and indicated by like reference
characters, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view of a
mailbox equipped with the magnetic signal of the present
invention and showing the signal in raised position.

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational
view, with parts broken away and in section, and show-
ing the signal in raised position.

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary top plan view with the
parts in the position of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary front elevational view il-
lustrating the magnetic mailbox signal of the present in-
vention, and with parts broken away.

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view showing a portion of
the signal arm and magnet, and with parts broken away
and in section.

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view illustrating the mount-
ing bracket or member.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 10 in-
dicates a portion of a conventional mailbox which in-
cludes the usual housing or body member 11, and as
shown in the drawings the body member 11 includes an
arcuate or generally rounded top portion 12 as well as
the usual spaced parallel vertically disposed side portions
13, and the mailbox 1€ is provided with a normally ver-
tically disposed door 14 having its lower end pivotally
connected to the lower ends of the side portions 13 by
pins 15, only one of which is shown in FIGURE 1.
The pins 15 permit swinging movement of the door 14
from the normal position closing the mailbox to a posi-
tion forwardly of and away from the housing so as to
provide access to the interior of the housing or mailbox.

As conventionally constructed, the mailbox housing in-
cludes a latch mechanism 60 for releasably holding the
door 14 in the closed position. This mechanism includes
a strip 17 of metal having a vertical portion 18 secured
by rivets 19 to the door 14 adjacent the upper end of
the door 14. The sirip 17 includes a portion acting as a
finger 29 projecting from the upper end of the door 14,
the finger 20 having an upwardly facing hump 21, A
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depending lip 22 on the free end of the finger 28 provides
a finger grip for the hand of a person when opening the
door 14.

A keeper 23 has a portion 23’ adjacent one end pro-
jecting forwardly of the housing top portion 12 and a
portion 24 adjacent the other end is secured by rivets 25
to the housing portion 12. The keeper portion 23’ has
an indent section 26 which coacts with the hump 21 to
provide a releasable detent means. An upwardly bent
section 27 on the free end of the keeper portion 23’ serves
as a thumb rest against which the thumb of a person
opening the door 14 may be placed so as to provide lever-
age for the finger or fingers engaging the lip 22.

The keeper 23 and the finger 20 have holes 27’ and
20’, respectively, for the half of a padlock (not shown)
when it is desired to lock the door in the closed position.

The present invention provides a signal device which
may be mounted on the mailbox without deforming by
holes or rivets the mailbox in any manner except to insert
a bolt through the hole in the keeper.

The device of the present invention comsists in an
L-shaped bracket 28 having a relatively wide long leg
29 provided with a hole 38. The bracket has a short leg
31 of less width than the leg 29 and the leg 31 is pro-
vided with a hole 32. A fastening means or bolt 33 ex-
tends through the hole 32 and through the keeper hole
27’ and secures the bracket 28 to the keeper 23 with the
short leg 31 horizontally disposed and with the long leg
vertically disposed and above the short leg 31.

A normally vertically disposed lever 34 is disposed
exteriorly of and adjacent the door 14 with the portion
34’ adjacent the upper end extending above the door 14
and with the portion 34" adjacent the lower end in front
of and in the path of movement of the door 14. The
lever 34 is provided with a hole 35 through which a pivot
pin 36 extends connecting the lever 34 to the bracket long
leg 29. The pin 36 connects the lever 34 to the bracket
28 for swinging movement in a vertical plane from a
normal position to a substantially horizontal position with
the lever upper end portion 34’ above and adjacent the
housing top portion 12 and with the lever lower end por-
tion 34"’ outwardly and free of the door 14.

A magnet 38 is fixed to the side of the lever 34 adja-
cent the door 14 by means of a bolt or other fastening
element 39. The door 14 is fabricated of magnetically
attractive material and the magnet 38 releasably holds
the lever 34 in the upright or vertical position by the
attraction of the magnet 38 to the door 14.

In use, the owner of the mailbox after taking mail
therefrom closes the door 14 and swings the lever 34 to
the upright position so that the magnet 38 engages the
door 14. When the person delivering the mail opens the
door the door upper edge will engage the lever 34 and
will serve to pry the magnet 38 away from the door 14
so that the door may be opened and the lever shifted
from a vertical position to the horizontal position in
which the magnet 38 and the lower end portion 34" of
the lever 34 are free and clear of the door 14. The owner
of the mailbox observing that the lever 34 is no longer in
the vertical position thereby is informed that the mailbox
door has been opened and closed.

Although the invention herein described is fully capable
of achieving the objects and providing the advantages
hereinbefore mentioned, it is to be understood that it is
merely illustrative of the presently preferred embodiment
of the invention, and that the invention is not to be lim-
ited to the details of construction herein described other
than as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a mailbox including a housing having vertically
disposed side portions, a top portion extending over the
upper ends of said side portions, a normally vertically dis-
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posed door arranged so as to close one end of said hous-
ing and having the lower end hingedly connected to the
lower ends of said side portions for movement from the
normal position to a position swung outwardly of said
housing, an outwardly projecting finger carried by said
door adjacent the upper end of the latter, and a keeper
projecting from said housing top portion, said finger and
keeper having coacting detent means thereon for releas-
ably holding said door in the normal position, said keeper
being provided with a hole therethrough, an L-shaped
bracket disposed with the short ieg thereof horizontal
and with the long leg thereof vertical and above said short
leg, fastening means extending through a hole provided
in the short Ieg and through the hole in said keeper, secur-
ing said short leg to said keeper, a vertically disposed
lever normally disposed exteriorly of and adjacent said
door with the portion adjacent the upper end extending
above said door and with the portion adjacent the lower
end abutting said door, said lever being connected to said
bracket long leg for swinging movement in a vertical
plane from the normal position to a substantially hori-
zontal position with the lever upper end portion above
and adjacent to said housing top portion and with the
lever lower end portion above and free of said door, and
releasable holding means on said lever lower end por-
tion engaging said door when said lever is in the normal
position.

2. In a mailbox including a housing having vertically
disposed side portions, a top portion extending over the
upper ends of said side portions, a normally vertically
disposed door arranged so as to close one end of said
housing and having the lower end hingedly connected to
the lower ends of said side portions for movement from
the normal position to a position swung outwardly of said
housing, an outwardly projecting finger carried by said
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door adjacent the upper end of the latter, and a keeper
projecting from said housing top portion, said finger and
keeper having coacting detent means thereon for releas-
ably holding said door in the normal position, said keeper
being provided with a hole theretarough, an L.-shaped
bracket disposed with the short leg thereof horizontal
and with the long leg thereof vertical and above said
short leg, fastening means extending through a hole pro-
vided in the short leg and through the hole in said keeper,
securing said short leg to said keeper, a -vertically dis-
posed lever normaliy disposed exteriorly of and adjacent
said door with the portion adjacent the upper end extend-
ing above said door and with the portion adjacent the
lower end abutting said door, said lever being connected
to said bracket long leg for swinging movement in a ver-
tical plane from the normal position to a substantially
borizontal position with the lever upper end portion above
and adjacent to said housing top portion and with the
lever lower end portion above and free of said door, and
releasable holding means embodying a maguet on said
lever lower end porticn engaging said door when said
lever is in the normal position, said door being fabricated
of magnetically attractive material.
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