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This invention relates to ladies” accessories bags, and
is more particularly concerned with a novel handbag con-
struction embodying a removable handle or strap.

In the use of ladies’ handbags, clutch bags, purses and
the like, on some occasions the user prefers that the bag
be provided with a handle so that the bag can be carried
conveniently on the arm with the bag. suspended there-
from, while on other occasions, especially with respect
to smaller bags, the user prefers to carry the bag in the
hand, as in the case of a clutch bag, in which latter in-

stance no handles are provided on the bag. For these .

different types of usage, two separate bags are generally
required.

It is an object of this invention to provide a ladies’
bag construction permitting use of the bag with or
without a handle.

Another object of the invention is to design a simple
inexpensive handbag structure incorporating a removable
handle and means on the handbag body . for removably
retaining said handle in operative or inoperative posi-
tion, so that a single bag can serve both as a handbag

.which can be carried from a handle, or as a bag which

can be clutched in the hand.
The terms “bag” and “handbag” as employed herein
are used in a generic sense as denoting ladies’ bags. for

carrying accessories, which can be of any size or shape. -

A handbag structure has been developed, according to
the invention, which comprises retaining means prov.ded
in the body of the bag, and a handle having means at its
opposite ends for cooperation with said retaining means,
said handle being readily assembled in operative position
in said retaining means and removed therefrom as de-
sired. Preferably said retaining means are in the form
of pockets provided in the walls of the bag at opposite
ends thereof, and the handle, which may be a rigid, e.g.
plastic, handle or in the form of ome or more flexible
straps, preferably a strap type handle, is designed at
its opposite ends in the form of a hook, loop or similar
configuration which can be inserted readily into said
pockets when the bag is to be worn on the arm suspended
from the handle, and easily removed from said pockets

‘when the bag is to be carried in the hand.

Where a flexible strap or straps are employed, it is
preferred to incorporate a stiffening member, e.g. a
metal insert, into the loops at the ends of the handle,
to insure proper retention of said loops in the afore-
mentioned retaining means or pockets, and to prevent
accidental removal of the handle from the pockets when
the bag is being carried from the handle.

The inside wall or lining of the bag is preferably
also provided with a holder in which the handlé or strap
can be inserted conveniently when the bag is carried in
the hand, e.g. as a clutch bag, the handle in this man-
ner being readily available whenever the user wishes to
assemble it in operative position on the bag for carrying
purposes. .

There is thus provided by means of the invention a
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combination handbag and clutch bag, whereas heretofore,
two separate bags, one provided with a handle and the
other without a handle, have been required for these two
types of usage.

The invention will be more clearly understood by ref-
erence to the descrpition below of certain preferred em-
bodiments, taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing wherein:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a bag construction ac-
cording to the invention, shown broken away at its oppo-
site upper ends to reveal the handle retaining structure;

Fig. 2 is a partial view of the imside of one half por-
tion of the bag of Fig. 1, showing the holder for the
handle when the latter is not in use;

Fig. 3 is a sectional detail of the end loop or hook
of the handle in operative position in a retaining pocket,
taken on line 3-—3 of Figs. 1 and 2;

Fig. 4 is an end view of the bag of Fig. 1 shown in par-
tially open position, and employing two straps;

Fig. 5 shows a modification of the invention wherein
the handle retaining pockets are disposed on the outside
of the bag; and

Fig. 6 is a section taken on line 6—§ of Fig. 5.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 3 of the drawing, numeral 10
represents a conventional type of handbag having outer
flexible side walls 12 formed of any suitable material
such as leather, plastic, cloth, alligator skin, and the like,
as illustrated in Fig. 1, and a frame 14 of conventional
type formed of two like pivotally mounted frame mem-
bers 15, as seen in Fig. 4, which support the bag and
form a border about the interior portion 16 of the bag.

The side walls 12 are bent back at-their side edges
17 to form overlapped inner border portions 18 which,
adjacent their inner periphery at 19 are bent around and
connected to side portions 20 of each of frame members
15 as indicated at 22. The side walls 12 are also each
bent back along their upper edges 24 and cut to form
an inner upper piece or web 26 which extends about the
upper horizontal portion 28 of frame members 15 and
downwardly a short distance about the side portions 20
of the frame members to a position indicated at 30, which
forms the lower edges of the inner piece or web 26, said
latter edges being inclined upwardly slightly from the
horizontal. The innper edge 32 of the web 26 is con-
nected to the upper portion 28 and to the side portions
20 of frame 14, and the outer side edges 34 of picce 26
are connected ‘as by stitching to the adjacent upper edges
of the side walls 12. There is thus formed beneath each
of the downwardly extending ends 36 of piece 26, a
pocket 38 having an opening 49 in the lower end there-
of, as best seen in Fig. 3.

Fig. 2 shows one half portion of the upper end of the
bag, the other upper haif portion of the bag being the
same in structure, the two half portions of the bag being
movable relative to each other by means of the pivotal
connection 41 at the lower end of the two frame mem-
bers 185, as seen in Fig. 4. i '

A strap 42 forming a handle, and composed of a
flexible material, preferably of the same type of which
the bag side walls 12 are composed, such as alligator skin,
has sewn within the outer end portions 44 of such strap.
a thin metal insert 46. Insert 46 is U-shaped as seen in
Fig. 3, and has a width slightly less than the width of the:
strap, -~ Said insert stiffens the end portions 44 of the
strap 42, causing them to assume the form of a loop of
U-shape similar to that of the insert 46, and having a
lower bent portion 48 and an upwardly extending end or
hook 50." To assemble the handle 42 in operative position
on the bag, the upwardly turned ends or hooks 50 of the
handle are inserted into the openings 40 of the pockets
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38 and pushed upwardly into such pockets as clearly
shown in Fig. 3.

The ends 50 of the strap, containing the stiffening
insert 46 have a- sufficiently snug fit within the pockets
38 so that when inserted therein, the ends of the strap
are securely retained within such pockets, preventing re-
moval therefrom during ordinary movement of the bag
when it is being carried by the strap. However, the fric-
tional engagement of the ends 50 of the strap with the
adjacent inner side walls 52 of the pocket 38, which is
formed between members 12 and 36, is of a degree such
that when desired, the ends 50 of the strap can be pulled
readily out of the pockets by exerting a downward: push
on the end portions 44 of the handle.

Connected to the inner surface or inside lining 54 of
‘the bag is a holder 56 for the handle or strap 42 vhen it
is desired to use the bag without a handle. “The holder
56 is preferably, although it need not be, formed of the
same material as the lining 54, e.g. plastic, leather or
cloth. Said holder is in the form of an clongated strip
of material which is connected to the lining 54 along its
lower: longitudinal edge 58, the upper longitudinal edge
60 also being connected to the lining beneath the upper
longitudinally extending portion 28 of the frame member
-15. The holder 56 is convexly shaped to form a longi-
tudinally extending pocket 62 between member 56 and
the lining 54, into which the strap or straps such as 42
can be inserted, preferably by first folding the strap as
seen in Fig. 2. The holder 56 is preferably positioned in
the upper portion of the bag so-that it will occupy a
minimum of space in the main contents-carrying portion
of the bag, and will be readily accessible for removing
the strap 42 from, or inserting it into, the pocket 62 pro-
vided by said holder when the bag is opened by means
of the conventional type clasp 64.

Instead of employing a single strap 42 as shown in
Fig. 1, a pair of such straps or handles 42 and 42’ can be
employed as illustrated in Fig. 4, strap 42’ being the same
as strap 42, the U-shaped end portions 44’ of strap 42’
‘being inserted into the pockets 38 adjacent the upper
inner ends on one side of the bag as in the case of strap
42 on the opposite side of the bag.

Further, instead of providing the pockets 38 for the
handles or straps such as 42 on the upper inner surfaces
of the bag, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, these pockets
can be provided on the outer side walls of the bag. Thus,
referring to Fig. 5, there is shown a bag 66 having pieces
or webs 68 connected adjacent the opposite upper corners
of one or both side walls 70 of the bag and forming
pockets 72 between said webs 68 and the adjacent side
wall 70, similar to the pocket 38 formed between the
overlapped end portions 36 of web 26, and a side wall 12,
as seen in Fig. 3. Opposite end portions 44 of the strap
42 can be inserted into pockets 72 in the same manner as
described above for insertion of such end portions into
pockets 38. However, it is preferred to provide the pock-
‘ets for retaining the handle or straps such as 42, on the
inside surfaces of the bag adjacent frame member 15, as
shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, rather than on the outer
surface of the bag as shown in Fig. 5.

From the foregoing it is seen that the invention pro-
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vides a versatile handbag construction, the main feature
of such construction being a specially designed handle
and retaining means for said handle on said bag, whereby
the handle is readily mounted in said retaining means
and removable therefrom, to permit carrying said bag
either by a handle or in the hand as a clutch bag in the
absence of a handle.

While particular embodiments of the invention have
been described for the purpose of illustration, it should
be understood that various modifications and adaptations
thereof may be made within the spirit of the invention as
set forth in the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A ladies’ accessories bag comprising symmetrical
half portions and flexible side walls, a frame connected
to and supporting said side walls and defining the in-
terior space of said bag, said frame being pivoted at an
intermediate portion thereof for opening and closing
said half portions, a web connected to an overlapped
interior portion of the outer surface of the side walls of
a half portion of said handbag, said web surrounding an
upper portion of said frame and forming a pair of
pockets between said web and the contiguous overlapped
side wall portion, said pockets being located adjacent to

"and outside the upper end portions of said frame, a re-

movable flexible handle, a metal stiffening member posi-

tioned in each of the end portions of said handle, said

member forming each of said end portions into a U-
shaped hook, said hooks being removably received in said
respective pockets for supporting said bag from said
handle.

2. A ladies’ accessories bag comprising symmetrical

“half portions and flexible side walls, a frame connected

to and supporting said side walls and defining the interior
space of said bag, said frame being pivoted at an inter-
mediate portion thereof for opening and closing said half
portions, the outer side wall of each symmetrical half
portion having an overlapped interior surface adacent
the outer side edges of each said outer side wall, a web
connected to- each of said overlapped interior surfaces,
said webs each surrounding an upper portion of said
frame and each forming a pair of pockets between said
web and the contiguous overlapped side wall portion,
said pockets being located adjacent to and outside the
upper end portions of said frame, a pair of removable
flexible handles, a metal stiffening member positioned in
each of the end portions of each of said handles, said
member forming each of said end portions into a U-
shaped hook, said hooks being removably received in said
respective pockets for supporting said bag from said
handles.
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