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My invention relates to a supplementary container for 
use with receptacles. 

Pharmaceutical manufacturers and industry, in gen 
eral, are ever alert for new ways and means of not only 
improving their products but to also improve the 
packaging of their products. Surveys and psychological 
tests by industry and advertising agencies have clearly 
shown that favorable or unfavorable reception of any 
product by the public is determined not only by the 
product itself, but also by the format of its label, the 
type of container employed and even by the type of 
closure used on a container. Consequently, anything 
which increases the consumer's desire for and satisfac 
tion with a product, whether it is the shape, color, taste, 
or aroma of the product, or the label, container, or closure 
for the container, is obviously welcomed by the manu 
facturer, distributor and retailer, especially when the basic 
cost is not materially increased. 

It is common knowledge that almost all consumer 
goods and products, especially pharmaceuticals, are pack 
aged in one form or another. The utilization of the con 
tents of some of these packaged pharmaceutical and other 
products often requires the use of a measuring device in 
order to apportion out the proper quantity, and in the 
field of pharmaceuticals and prescribed drugs, predeter 
mined dosages are usually called for. Vitamins, diet aids, 
and similar types of drugs, whether in pill, capsule or 
jeltab form, are usually sold in relatively large quantities. 
Since most vitamins and other types of pharmaceuticals, 
whether prescribed or ready packed and sold over the 
counter, are taken in predetermined and prescribed dos 
ages, it is unnecessary and actually inconvenient to carry 
on one's person the original container, when only a 
limited dosage is indicated or prescribed. Consequently, 
a small amount of the vitamins or other drugs are usually 
transferred from the original container to a compact 
and much smaller container. While so-called pill boxes 
are available on the market, it is within the contemplation 
of my invention to furnish as a part of the original pack. 
age, a supplementary container for the purpose. 

This invention, in its broadest sense, relates to con 
tainers having some type of removable closure and in 
its narrowest application, it relates to a receptacle closure 
of the internally threaded type. 
The principal object of my invention is to provide, as 

an adjunct to a receptacle containing drugs or other sim 
ilar materials to be used by a person in predetermined 
or prescribed amounts, daily or periodically, a supple 
mentary or auxiliary container of convenient and compact 
size and shape into which the person may transfer a small 
quantity of the product and carry the same in pocket 
or purse. - 

It is within the contemplation and the very essence of 
my invention to provide, as an adjunct to a standard type 
of container for pharmaceuticals sold over the counter, 
or drugs prescribed by a medical practitioner, a Supple 
mentary container which does not alter the structural 
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2 
characteristic or the over-all appearance of the container 
of the pharmaceuticals or drugs and yet is readily avail 
able to the purchaser for carrying a small amount of 
pharmaceuticals or drugs, transferred to it from the orig 
inal container. - 
An important object of my invention is to provide a 

supplementary container in combination with a receptacle 
closure which would not decrease the efficiency of the 
closure or alter its appearance and which could readily 
be removed from the closure and used as a means for 
carrying portions of the product contained in the recep 
tacle covered by the closure. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a sup 

plementary container for any standard type of receptacle 
which is removably positioned upon the receptacle closure, 
and which is readily available to serve as a container of 
a small portion of the contents of the receptacle, or 
which can be used as a measuring means for a small por 
tion of the contents of the receptacle. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide a 

compact, extremely simple and inexpensive means for 
holding prescribed daily dosages or small quantities of 
pharmaceutical products and which can also be used to 
measure a charge of a drug, such as bicarbonate of soda, 
to form a medicinal beverage when mixed with water, the 
means being combined with the closure of the receptacle 
containing the pharmaceuticals or other products. 
A full and complete understanding of the invention 

and its objects and advantages may be further obtained 
from a consideration of the following detailed description, 
which must be read in connection with the disclosures in 
the drawings forming a part hereof and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic elevational view, partly broken 
away, of a receptacle and its usual closure cap, and of 
the sections forming the supplementary container em 
bodying my invention and showing the relative relation 
ship of these elements to each other when telescoped 
together and placed on the container cap; 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of a supplementary con 
tainer embodying my invention, when its sections are 
removed from the receptacle closure and positioned with 
respect to each other to form a compact container; . 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view, partly broken away, of a 
modified supplementary container embodying my inven 
tion, showing one section having a fluted, medial, pe 
ripheral flange thereon and the other section telescopically. 
positioned upon said section and removably engaged by 
said flange; 

Fig. 4 is an elevational view, partly broken away, of 
the modified form of container shown in Fig. 3 with the 
Sections positioned to form a supplementary container; 

Fig. 5 is a bottom view of the supplementary container. 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4; . . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is an elevational view, partly broken away, of 
still another modified supplementary container showing 
one section having internal corrugations to provide air 
vents between the two sections forming the container; 

Fig. 7 is an elevational view, partly broken away, of 
the container shown in Fig.6 with the sections positioned. 
to form the supplementary container; and , 

Fig. 8 is a bottom view of the container shown in 
Figs. 6 and 7. 
The structural details of my invention as revealed in 

the figures shown in the drawing are quite simple. The 
container as will hereinafter be more fully described, consists basically of two cup-shaped, complementary, 
Container Sections generally designated by reference. 
characters A and B. However, in order to more fully explain the relationship of the Supplementary container 
composed of Sections A and B, to 'a common...type of 
receptacle, it is deemed desirable to fully describe such 
a receptacle. 
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Fig. 1 shows a schematic layout of a combined recep 
tacle, closure and supplementary container in which a 
fancifully represented receptacle in the form of a por 
tion of a bottle is designated by reference numeral 1. 
This receptacle is intended merely to represent contain 
ers in general, since the shape, size, and type of con 
tainer may vary with the type of product contained 
therein. The container illustrated comprises a neck 2, 
having external threads of any desired shape in longi 
tudinal section (not shown). 
A primary closure or cap 3 of cylindrical shape is 

threadably secured to the neck 2 of the receptacle 1. 
The external surface of closure 3 may be smooth or 
fluted, knurled or otherwise formed to provide an efficient 
gripping surface if desired. Furthermore, if the recepta 
cle 1 has a neck 2 requiring a different type of closure 
engagement, the internal peripheral surface of closure 
3 may be constructed to meet this condition. 
The component sections A and B of the supplementary 

container are positioned in telescopic relation to each 
other and to closure 3 as graphically shown at the bot 
tom portion of schematic Fig. 1. The inner section 
A has an internal diameter substantially equal to the 
external diameter of the cap 3. Preferably these sections 
and the closure telescope snugly whereby frictionally 
to prevent accidental dislodgment of the sections from 
each other and from the closure, but the sections are 
not so firmly engaged to each other and to the closure as 
to prevent their manual disengagement. When it is desired 
to remove a portion of the contents from the container 
1 and transfer the same to the supplemental container 
formed from sections A and B, these sections are easily 
removable from closure 1 as clearly shown in schematic 
Fig. 1 and are positioned to form a closed and expansible 
compartment, as shown in Fig. 2. In this manner, a 
compact and convenient supplementary container is in 
stantly available and quickly created into which the 
portion of the ingredients removed from container 1 
may be placed. 

Since there is a possibility that an air lock or seal may 
be formed between sections A and B when positioned, as 
shown in Fig. 2, in view of their relatively close tele 
Scopic relationship, it may be necessary to provide some 
means to vent one or both sections. This can be ac 
complished by providing perforations 4 in one or both 
of the sections A and B. However, the same results 
may be accomplished by modifying section A as shown 
in Figures 3 to 5 inclusive so as to provide an annular 
band 5 medially and as an integral part of section A. 
Longitudinal ribs 6 are formed in band 5 which act 
as air vents, when section B is telescopically positioned 
thereupon, as shown in Figures 3 and 4, and thus pre 
vents the creation of an air lock or seal. Furthermore, 
these ribs 6 define a circle of a radius equal to the in 
ternal radius of part B so as to provide an efficient grip 
ping surface for the inner wall of section B to contact 
and thus prevent the easy dislodgment of section B 
from section A whether the two sections are positioned 
as shown in Fig 3 or Fig. 4. 
The prevention of an air lock between sections A and 

B without reducing the expansibility of the supplementary 
container shown in Figs. 1 and 2, may be accomplished 
as shown in Figs. 6 to 8 inclusive by providing a plural 
ity of longitudinal ribs 7 within the interior wall of sec 
tion B, defining a circle of a radius equal to the external 
radius of part A, so that irrespective of the position 
of section B in relation to section A, adequate air vents 
will be provided to avoid the creation of an air seal. 

Sections A and B of the supplementary container, 
whether of the type shown in Figs. 1 and 2, or 3 to 5 in 
clusive, or 6 to 8 inclusive, are preferably composed of 
a translucent or transparent material fabricated from 
one of the many plastics, or one of the synthetic resins 
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sarily be controlled by the external contour of the closure 
with which sections A and B are cooperatively associated. 
The section A may be of such dimensions as to hold 

a measured or prescribed amount of the material in the 
receptacle. If such material is a liquid or a powder, 
the hole 4 in section. A would be omitted. 

Having illustrated and described several modifications 
of my invention it should be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that other modifications in detail and ar 
rangement thereof are possible. All such modifications 
as come within the true spirit and scope of the follow 
ing claims are considered to be a part of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. The combination comprising a bottle having a cylin 

drical closure member removably associated therewith, 
a first cylindrical supplementary container forming sec 
tion comprising a bottom wall and a continuous periph 
eral flange, said first supplementary container forming 
section being inverted over said closure member with 
its flange surrounding and in frictional retaining engage 
ment with the periphery of said closure member, and a 
Second cylindrical supplementary container forming sec 
tion comprising a bottom wall and a continuous periph 
eral flange, said second supplementary container form 
ing sesction being inverted over said closure member 
with its flange surrounding and in frictional engagement 
with the flange of said first supplementary container 
forming section, said supplementary container forming 
sections being removable from association with said bot 
tle, separable from each other, and capable of being 
telescoped one into the other with their flanges in fric 
tional retaining engagement with each other and their 
bottom walls opposed to each other whereby to form 
a separate supplementary container. 

2. The combination comprising a bottle having a cylin 
drical closure member removably associated therewith, 
a first cylindrical supplementary container forming sec 
tion comprising a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral 
flange, said first supplementary container forming section 
being inverted over said closure member with its flange 
surrounding and in frictional retaining engagement with 
the periphery of said closure member, and a second cylin 
drical supplementary container forming section compris 
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ing a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral flange, said 
second supplementary container forming section being in 
verted over said closure member with its flange surround 
ing and in frictional engagement with the flange of said 
first supplementary container forming section, said sup 
plementary container forming sections being removable 
from association with said bottle, separable from each. 
other, and capable of being telescoped one into the other 
with their flanges in frictional retaining engagement with 
each other and their bottom walls opposed to each other 
whereby to form a separate supplementary container, one 
of said Supplementary container forming sections having 
a plurality of longitudinal ribs formed in the surface of 
its flange which frictionally engages the flange of the other 
supplementary container forming section whereby to pre 
vent the formation of an air seal between said sections 
when engaged with each other in either direction of asso 
ciation. 

3. The combination comprising a bottle having a cylin 
drical closure member removably associated therewith, 
a first cylindrical supplementary container forming sec 
tion comprising a bottom wall and a continuous periph 
eral flange, said first supplementary container forming 
section being inverted over said closure member with 
its flange surrounding and in frictional retaining engage 
ment with the periphery of said closure member, and a 
second cylindrical supplementary container forming sec 
tion comprising a bottom wall and a continuous periph 
eral flange, said second supplementary container forming 
section being inverted over said closure member with its 
flange surrounding and in frictional engagement with 

and the contour assumed by these sections would neces- 75 the flange of said first supplementary container forming 
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section, said supplementary container forming sections 
being removable from association with said bottle, separa 
ble from each other, and capable of being telescoped one 
into the other with their flanges in frictional retaining 
engagement with each other and their bottom walls op 
posed to each other whereby to form a separate supple 
mentary container, said flanges being loosely interfitting 
when initially telescoped within one another in either 
direction, and one of said flanges having an annular band 
projecting therefrom and engaging the surface of said 
other flange in firm frictional engagement when said sec 
tions are fully telescoped within one another in either 
direction of association. 

4. The combination comprising a bottle having a cylin 
drical closure member removably associated therewith, a 
first cylindrical supplementary container forming section 
comprising a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral 
flange, said first supplementary container forming section 
being inverted over said closure member with its flange 
surrounding and in frictional retaining engagement with 
the periphery of said closure member, and a second cylin 
drical supplementary container forming section compris 
ing a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral flange, said 
second supplementary container forming section being 
inverted over said closure member with its flange sur 
rounding and in frictional engagement with the flange of 
said first supplementary container forming section, said 
supplementary container forming sections being remov 
able from association with said bottle, separable from 
each other, and capable of being telescoped one into the 
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other with their flanges in frictional retaining engagement . 
with each other and their bottom walls opposed to each 
other whereby to form a separate supplementary con 
tainer, the flange of said first supplementary container 
forming section having a depth substantially twice that of 
the flange of said second supplementary container form 
ing section, said flanges being loosely interfitting for the 
most part when associated with each other in either 
direction, said first supplementary container forming sec 
tion having an annular band projecting therefrom inter 
mediate its ends and engaging the lip of said other flange 
in firm frictional engagement when said members are 
fully telescoped within one another in either direction of 
association. 
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5. The combination comprising a bottle having a cylin 

drical closure member removably associated therewith, a 
first cylindrical supplementary container forming section 
comprising a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral 
flange, said first supplementary container forming sec 
tion being inverted over said closure member with its 
flange surrounding and in frictional retaining engagement 
with the periphery of said closure member, and a second 
cylindrical supplementary container forming section com 
prising a bottom wall and a continuous peripheral flange, 
Said second supplementary container forming section be 
ing inverted over said closure member with its flange sur 
rounding and in frictional engagement with the flange of 
said first supplementary container forming section, said 
Supplementary container forming sections being remov 
able from association with said bottle, separable from 
each other, and capable of being telescoped one into the 
other with their flanges in frictional retaining engagement 
with each other and their bottom walls opposed to each 
other whereby to form a separate supplementary con 
tainer, the flange of said first supplementary container 
forming section having a depth substantially twice that of 
the flange of said second supplementary container forming 
Section, said flanges being loosely interfitting for the most 
part when associated with each other in either direction, 
Said first supplementary container forming section having 
an annular band projecting therefrom intermediate its 
ends and engaging the lip of said other flange in firm 
frictional engagement when said members are fully tele 
Scoped within one another in either direction of associa 
tion, said band being longitudinally fluted to provide a 
plurality of channels for the free passage of air in order 
to prevent the formation of an air seal between said 
sections when associated with each other in either direc 
tion. 
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