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This invention relates to partitions, and more 
particularly to collapsible partitions generally for 
use in temporarily dividing a large room into a 
plurality of Smaller rooms or compartments. 
One of the objects of the present invention is 

to provide a collapsible partition or wall which 
is Sinnple in construction, economical to manufac 
ture, and very efficient in operation. 
Another object is to provide a collapsible par 

tition or Wall which may be quickly extended or 
collapsed to Occupy a relatively Small Space, and 
which requires only a small space adjacent the 
sides thereof during the extending or collapsing 
Operation. 
Another object is to provide a collapsible par 

tition or wall section which may be of any de 
sired height and length, and which may be easily 
and quickly connected to one or more Sections 
Whereby partitions or walls of any desired length 
Or dimension may be formed. 
Another object is to provide a collapsible par 

tition or Wall embodying a plurality of individu 
ally collapsible sections whereby one or more sec 
tions may be collapsed to provide a desired open 
ing without disturbing the extended position of 
the remaining sections. 
A further object is to provide a collapsible par 

tition embodying a plurality of individually col 
lapsible sections, each of which is so constructed 
as to provide a dead air Space between the Sides 
thereof to dampen and materially reduce the 
transmission df sound therethrough. 
A still further object is to provide a collapsible 

partition or Wall composed of a plurality of indi 
Widually collapsible Sections, each of which is SO 
constructed as to provide a Sound absorbing dead 
air space between the sides thereof, portions or 
all of which space may be employed as a ward 
robe or closet Space. When the Section is in ex 
tended position. 
With the above and other objects in view Which 

will be apparent from the detailed following de 
Scription, the present invention consists in cer 
tain features of construction and combinations 
of parts which will be clearly apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which the invention apper 
tains. 
In the drawings which illustrate suitable em 

bodiments of the invention, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the interior of 

a room showing a collapsible partition therein, 
certain sections of the partition being collapsed, 
other sections being partially collapsed, and other 
sections being in extended position, portions of 

(C. 2-4) 
the partition sections being broken away to show 
the interior framework thereof; 

Fig. 2 is a lengthwise section through a parti 
tion embodying two sections, one of the sections 
being shown extended and the other section being 
shown partially collapsed, taken substantially on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section through a parti 
tion, the end most Section of which is Secured di 
rectly to a wall structure; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged Section taken Substantially 
on the line 4-5 of Fig. 5, showing the relation 
Ship between the Section and floor. When the Sec 
tion is in extended Operative position 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged Vertical Side. View of a pair 
of sections, one of which is partially collapsed and 
the other of which is in extended position, por 
tions of the side Walls thereof being broken a Way 
to ShoW the interior construction of the Sections; 

Fig. 6 is a vertical transverse Section taken Sub 
stantially On the line 6-6 of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged section showing the method 
of attaching the lowermost operating bars to the 
vertical post common to a pair of partition sec 
tions; - 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged section taken Substantially 
on the line 8-8 of Fig. 5, showing the can means 
for initially Swinging the panel portions OutWardly 
during the collapsing operation; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged section taken Substantially 
on the line 9-9 of Fig. 5 showing the means for 
Supporting the partitions from the ceiling of a 
rOOm; 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse 
section taken substantially on the line - of 
Fig. 5 showing the means of securing the panel 
portions of each section to the common vertical 
Coluinn, 

Fig. 1 is an enlarged fragmentary section 
taken substantially on the line - of Fig. 5 
showing the latching means for preventing inad 
vertent, collapsing of the portions of each Sec 
tion; 

Fig. 12 is a section taken substantially on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 11; 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary enlarged front eleva 
tion of the collapsible partition section showing 
the paneling for use in providing a Sound-proof 
partition, 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal transverse section taken 
substantially On the line 4-ié of Fig. 13 show 
ing the Soundproofing construction of the sec 
tion; - 

Fig. 15 is an enlarged section taken substan 
tially on the line - 5 of Fig. 5 showing the 
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means for preventing sidewise movement of the 
extended partition Section; 

Fig. 16 is a horizontal transverse Section ShoW 
ing a piu'ality of partition sections in complete 
ly collapsed position against a wall; 

Fig. 17 is an enlarged view taken through the 
column interposed between and common to ad 
jacent sections showing the panel portions of the 
Sections in partially collapsed position; 

Fig. 18 is a fragmentary front elevation of a 
collapsible partition in which a portion of the 
space between the side walls of the partition is 
used for a coat rack or closet, a portion of the 
Side Wall being broken away to Show the inte 
rior construction; 

Fig. 19 is a Section taken Substantially on the 
line 9-9 of Fig. 18; 

Fig. 20 is a side elevation of a collapsible par 
tition in which only bottom operating bars are 
used to collapse the partition; and 

Fig. 21 is an enlarged Section taken substan 
tially on the line 2-2 of Fig. 20 in the case 
where only the bottom operating bars are en 
ployed. 
The present invention contemplates an effi 

cient collapsible partition of improved construc 
tion which is adapted particularly for use in 
churches, Schools, gymnasiums, lodge rooms, etc. 
in Which it is frequently desired to convert a large 
room into a plurality of Smaller rooms or con 
partmentS. 
The collapsible partition is arranged and con 

Structed to occupy a relatively Small space when 
collapsed and also is arranged and constructed 
so that it is not necessary to move furniture etc. 
near the partition to collapse the Same or to ex 
tend it into position. Heretofore it has been 
necessary in collapsible partitions to move furni 
ture etc. away from the sides of partitions in 
order to move the partitions to their collapsed 
positions, since in these prior constructions the 
partition sections were first collapsed at their 
free ends, thus requiring considerable space to 
collapse all the Sections. Heretofore it was neces 
Sary to provide floor tracks for collapsible par 
titions, which were very objectionable because 
they caused undesired obstructions. In this in 
wention a very irigid partition is provided Which 
does not require the use of objectionable floor 
tracks and the like. The partition of the pres 
ent invention, as Will be later seen, embodies 
many other new and in proved details of con 
Struction Which materially tend toward Simplic 
ity of construction, economy of production and 
efficiency in operation. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings in 
which like numerals refer to like parts through 
out the several views, the collapsible partition 
embodies a plurality of individually collapsible 
partition Sections, each of which is provided with 
a collapsible frame embodying relatively rigid 
collapsible members connected together as here 
inafter more fully described, which frame is 
mounted in Contiguous relation. With the frames 
of the adjacent Section. 

In the construction shown in Figs. 1 to 17, in 
clusive, each frame or section unit embodies a 
pair of parallel vertical columns interconnected 
by One or more collapsible horizontal end mem 
berS 2, each column being common to two adja 
cent sections. The end members 2 are hingedly 
connected at their extremities to the vertical col 
umns f by means of hinges 3 and are broken mid 
way between their ends and connected together 
by hinges 4, which are arranged to hinge in the 
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direction opposite to the hinges 3. When the end 
members 2 are in operative extended position, 
the adjacent ends of their separated portions 
abut and lie in the Same horizontal plane, and 
thus prevent the columns from being moved to 
Ward each other. However, when the portions 
of each end member 2 are hinged to move to 
ward each other, it is evident that the vertical 
Columns may be moved toward each other to a 
collapsed position. One of the portions of each 
end member 2 is provided with a cantilever ex 
tension 5 preferably of angle iron rigidly secured 
thereto by any suitable means, which when the 
end member is in normal non-folded position 
overlies and rests on other portions of the end 
member. This extension 5, as will be herein 
after described, is employed to break the end 
members 2 and cause the same to fold to a col 
lapsed position. 
The number of end members 2 for each con 

struction is dependent somewhat upon the height 
of the partition, and in Some cases only one end 
member need be used for each section, as shown 
in Fig. 20. The right-hand Section in Fig. 5 
shows the use of two such end members, and 
the left-hand construction shows the use of three 
Such end members. In the case of the construc 
tion shown at the right in Fig. 5, one end member 
is positioned at the uppermost end of the ver 
tical Column , and another is positioned at the 
lowermost end of the vertical column . In the 
left-hand Section of Fig. 5 a third end member 2 
is interposed between the endnost end members. 
In Fig. 20, the single end member 2 is positioned 
at the botton of the Section adjacent the floor. 

Each column has a trolley bracket 6 secured 
to its upper end which carries a pair of Spaced 
trolley wheels . These trolley wheels are pref 
erably arranged to move in suitable channels 
formed in a metal track 8 Secured to the ceiling 
8a of the room in which the partition is positioned 
and which extends between the opposite walls of 
the room. 

Each vertical column extends transversely of 
the direction of the collapsing movement and car 
ries at each side edge two or more bifurcated 
hinge brackets 9. Each section has a pair of 
panels which are hinged together by means 
of hinges and, as shown in Fig. 11, a pair of 
Such hinged panels are mounted at each side of : 
the vertical columns and are hinged thereto by 
means of hinges 2 which are carried by the bi 
furcated brackets 9. Each pair of panels () at 
each side of the column are arranged to be 
folded outwardly toward each other into a col 
lapsed position, such as shown in Figs, 2 and 16, 
and a Way from the panels on the Opposite Side 
of the Section. Each column has by lineans of 
the hinges 2 and brackets 9 a pair of panels 
hinged thereto at each side edge, One panel be 
ing one of the pair of panels of each Section, and 
the other being one of the pair of panels of the 
next adjacent Section, as shown in Fig. 10. 
When the end members 2 are broken as in Fig. 

5 by means of the cantilever aim 5, the panels 
hinge outwardly as shown in Fig. 2, but when 

the end members 2 are in normal horizontal posi 
tion each pair of panels lies flush with the pairs 
of panels in the next adjacent Sections, and flush 
With each other in spaced relation to the panels 
On the opposite side of the Section, 
As shown in Figs. 3 to 7, inclusive, a rope Or 

chain 5 is secured to the cantilever extension 5 
to provide operating means therefor. This chain 
5 preferably is endless and is arranged to ex 
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tend over a pair of suitable pulleys f6, one of 
which is carried by a half portion of the upper 
end member 2 and the other of which is carried 
by the corresponding portion of the lower end 
member 2. The half portions are bifurcated at 
their hinged ends in order to receive the pulleys 
6 over which the chain 5 is arranged to operate. 
Secured to the chain 5 is a pull cord 8. A 

pull cord 8 is secured at its opposite ends to the 
chain and extends up through Suitable openings 
formed in one of the doors so that by pulling 

25 

40 

o 

5 5 

in one direction or the other on the cord the 
chain will be caused to move around the pulley 
6 to raise Or lower the cantilever extension 
chambers 5 as the case may be to either break the 
continuity of or force the half portions of the 
end members into contiguous relation. 
When it is desired to collapse the partition sec 

tion the pull cord 8 is actuated to move the 
cantilever extension members 5 and permit the 
half portions of the end members to be moved 
toward each other, thus permitting movement of 
the vertical columns toward each other to cause 
OutWard collapsing movement of the panels 0. 
Conversely, when it is desired to move the par 
tition Section to its extended position the ver 
tical columns are noved away from each other 
to cause the side panels to swing inwardly and 
then the pull cord 8 is actuated to cause the 
cantilever extension 5 to completely engage the 
underlying or overlying half portions of the end 
members 5 to thus prevent inadvertent collaps 
ing of the partition section. As shown in Figs. 5 
and 6, the partition sections are arranged to ex 
tend completely between the ceilings 8d, and floor 
8b of the room in which the partition is posi 
tioned, and in order to prevent the lower end 
of each vertical column from swinging trans 
versely of the guide tracks, each column is bi 
furcated at its lower end to receive a slotted link 
9. A Suitable pin. 2) is formed to extend be 
tween the legs formed by the bifurcation and to 
extend through the slot in the link 9 so that the 
link f$ may have a pivoted as well as a vertical 
movement. 
The floor 8b is preferably provided at regular 

intervals corresponding With the extended Spac 
ing of the vertical columns with suitable grooves 
2, as shown in Fig. 7, into which the lower ends 
of the link 9 may drop by gravity when the 
columns are extended to their maximum posi 
tion. As shown in Fig. 7, the ends of the hing&d 
portions of the end member 2 abut against the 
link 9 when the section is extended and pre 
vent any hinging movement thereof, so that the 
link 9 will extend into the slot 2 and prevent 
any Sidewise movement of the extended parti 
tion section. When the end members 2 are col 
lapsed to permit, the partition to be collapsed, it 
can be seen that the pressure against the link 9 
is released and as the half portions Swing up 
Wardly the links 8 can be pivoted so that when 
the partition columns are moved toward each 
other during the collapsing of the section, the 
link 9 may easily pivot as the column is moved 
over the groove 2 so that the link is may slide 
On the floor 8b. 
The vertical edge of one panel of each pair 

of panels is preferably provided with a recess 22 
at its extreme lower end Which receives a can 
plate 23 having a downwardly inclined edge 24, 
as shown in Fig. 8, and Inounted on One of the 
half portions of the lowermost end member of 
each section is a Suitable cam 25 having down 
Wardly inclined edges 26 which are engageable 

3 
with the corresponding inclined edges 24 of the 
camplates 23 attached to the panels at the sides 
of the sections. This can 25 is preferably Se 
cured by means of suitable screws 27 to the por 
tion of the end member 2 which carries the canti 
lever extension 5. When the cantilever exten 
Sion 5 is moved upwardly to break the continuity 
of the portions of the end member 2 during the 
collapsing operation of each section, the surfaces 
26 of the cam 25 strike and engage the corre 
Sponding Surfaces 24 of the plates 23 secured to 
the opposite panels 9, and thereby cause the 
panels to swing outwardly to permit the col 
lapsing of the section. 

In order to prevent the panels 0 from being 
inadvertently hinged outwardly, suitable locking 
means controlled by the lowermost end member 
is provided. This locking means comprises a re 
ceSSed Supporting member 28 Secured to the 
upper surface of the portion of the end member 
2 which carries the cantilever extension 5, to 
Which a pair of latch members 29 are pivoted by 
means of Suitable Screws 39. These latch mem 
bers 30 are provided with finger portions 3 
Which extend over the receSS 32 in the member 
28 and are engaged by a suitable compression 
Spring 33 positioned within the recess 32, the 
Spring Serving to hold the latches 30 in latching 
position. 
AS ShoWn in Figs. 11 and 12, the latch men 

bers when the panels of the section are in 
Operative extended position, are arranged to en 
gage suitable hooks 38 secured to the opposite 
panels 0 of each section. The latch members 
are provided with inclined Surfaces which en 
gage the hooks 34 So that as the panels are 
moved OutWardly by the action of the can 25 
On the cam plates 23, the hooks 34 engage the 
inclined Surfaces of the latches to cause the same 
to be tilted by reason of the compression spring 
33 which resiliently resists such tilting action. 
Each portion of the lowermost end member is 

provided with a pair of longitudinal strips 35 
arranged to be positioned vertically and be moved 
relative to the portions of the end members. 
These strips 35 are provided with a plurality of 
Vertical slots 36 and are secured to the side edges 
of the portions of the end member by means of 
Suitable pins or screws 37 which extend through 
the slots 36 and into the portions of the end 
member 2. These strips 35 are so arranged that 
When the end member is in operative position to 
hold the Section in extended position, they en 
gage with the floor 8b to prevent draughts from 
being created from one side of the partition to 
the other, and to assist in preventing the trans 
mission of noises between the rooms on the oppo 
Site Sides of the partition. 
AS shown in Fig. 8, a suitable felt strip 38 may 

be Secured to each portion of the lowermost end 
member 2 between the side strips 35 which, when 
the end member is in operative position as just 
described, Will engage the floor 8b and also assist 
in preventing the transmission of noises between 
the rooms. 
The channeled track 8 which supports the 

Wertical column i and collapsible partition is 
preferably permanently attached to the ceiling 
8a by means of a wooden strip 49, and to this 
Strip 4 are mounted suitable moldings & which 
extend down the sides thereof, as shown in Fig. 9. 
Preferably secured to the inner sides of the op 
posite panels are felt or other resilient strips 
42 which, when the panels are in extended opera 
tive position, engage with the moldings 4 to 
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prevent the transmission of noises between the 
Opposite Sides of the partition. 

It will be noted in Figs. 1 and 9, that additional 
moldings 4:3 are provided to extend from one 
side of the roon to the other, parallel With the 
partition, and are arranged to extend or overlap 
with the upper edges of the panels 6 when the 
panels are in extended position, aS Viewed in 
Fig. 1, so that the panels cannot be collapsed 
When in the central portion of the room. As 
shown in Fig. 1, these side moldings 43 are broken 
away at one side of the room to provide a Suit 
able space which permits the panels to be col 
lapsed and moved toward each other only at that 
place. In other words, when it is desired to col 
lapse the partition, the Section adjacent and Se 
cured to the wall is first collapsed and the re 
maining sections are drawn toward the Section 
being collapsed, and are progressively collapsed, 
So that the partitions can only be collapsed at 
One side of the room and not at any intermediate 
point. This is a very advantageous feature since 
it is not necessary to remove furniture and the 
like from adjacent the sides of the partition in 
the center of the room in order to permit the 
partition to be collapsed. 

It may be desirable in SOrne instances Where 
both upper and lower foldable end members are 
used, to dispense with the side moldings 53, and 
in case this is desired, the latching means com 
prising the latches 29 and hooks 36 may be ein 
bodied in the upper end members 2, in addition 
to those used on the lower end members and in 
the same manner as described in connection with 
the lower end members. 
In the case of the partition shown in Fig. 20, 

Wherein only end members 2 are provided at the 
bottons of the Sections, it is preferable to pro 
Wide a supporting bracket for the vertical col 
unns of the four roller type, SO as to prevent 
any possible turning movement of the vertical 
columns f. In this construction the panels are 
latched against collapsing movement by means 
of Spring pressed latch members 50 secured to 
their upper ends and arranged to be latched 
with latch-receiving members 5d. Secured to the 
molding members lif. These spring pressed latch 
members are preferably operated by means of a 
suitable pull cord 5 which extends downwardly 
to engage With a suitable roller 52 carried by 
One of the portions of the lowermost end mem 
ber 2 and then upwardly and outwardly through 
an opening formed in the panel 0 of each pair 
Of panels. By pulling on the pull cord 5 the 
latch is first released and then the continuity 
Of the two portions of the end member is broken 
by reason of the roller member 52, which then 
permits each pair of panels to be SWung out 
Wardly into collapsed position. The latches 58) 
may be dispensed with, if desired, and the side 
moldings Spaced from the track may be used to 
prevent inadvertent collapsing of the partition 
Sections, or, if desired, the moldings may be 
Omitted and the latches used as the Sole means. 

In many cases it is desired to have a fairly 
permanent partition which can be used only when 
it is desired to convert a number of Small rooms 
into a large aSSembly room, Such as in Schools. 
In Such cases the partition can be of fairly great 
Width, thereby providing a relatively wide space 
between the panels 9 of the partition. 

In installations of this character, the space 
between the panels of each section can be very 
Successfully used for a Wardrobe, coat closet or 
Storage compartment. In Figs. 18 and 19, the 
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space between the panels 0 is shown as arranged 
for use as a coat closet. In such a construction 
the vertical columns are provided with upward 
ly extending U-shaped members 60 at each side 
which are arranged to receive a horizontal coat 
hook bar 6. In order to convert the Sections 
into a construction of this character, it is nec 
essary to use a Special hinge between each pair 
of panels 0 at each side of the partition. As 
shown in Fig. 19, these hinges may consist of an 
extending hinge plate 62 which extends beyond 
the edge of one of the panels, and a short hinge 
member 63 which is hinged to the other of the 
panels in Wardly from the Outer edge thereof, and 
a slidable hinge pin which is carried by the last 
mentioned panel. This offset arrangement of 
the hinge axis permits sufficient space for the 
hinge pin to be easily inserted through the hinge 
portions 62 and 63 when the coat hook bars 6 
are removed and the panels 8 are in a collapsed 
position. It is obvious that where the partition 
is only occasionally collapsed, that the space 
between the side walls of the partition can be 
21y easily used for a great many purposes, such 

aS storage closets and coat closets, as just de 
Scribed. 
In FigS. 13 and 14 the side walls of the parti 

tion are of a Sound absorbing type. Each panel 
() is provided on its inner surface with a rel 

atively hard, Smooth-surfaced reflecting board 2 
53 and with a layer or panel of felt or other 
loosely assembled fibres spaced outwardly from 
the reflecting board 78 and with a third panel 
f2 comprised of loosely compressed fibres pref 
erably of Wood. The panels 7 and 72 of Sound 
abSOrbing material are completely surrounded by 
Suitable door styles forming a hollow, rectan 
gular framework, as shown in the drawings. 

in Such a construction Sound waves are ma 
terially damped and absorbed by the two outer 
panels and 72, and the portion of the sound 
Waves which do pass through the reflecting boards 

are greatly damped and are reflected back and 
forth between the reflecting boards 70, so that 
Sounds produced on One side of the partition, 
When it is in extended position, are practically 
inaudible on the other side of the partition. 

In Operation, when it is desired to move the 
collapsed partition to an extended position, the 
Operator merely grasps the endmost section and 
pulls the partition across the room which causes 
the panels to be Swung inwardly toward each 
other, each pair of panels being moved into con 
tiguous relation. The operator does this until 
all of the Sections are moved into an extended : 
position. All the Sections are thus moved to sub 
stantially their complete extended position; the 
Operator actuates the pull cords 8 which causes 
the cantilever extension members 5 to engage 
With the portions of the end members 2 to lock 
the vertical columns against collapsing move 
Inent. During this operation the links f$ drop 
into the corresponding grooves 2 formed in the 
fioor 8b to prevent the partition from being moved 
Sidewise. 
partition and convert the rooms at the opposite 
Sides thereof into a single large assembly room, 
the operator starts with the section of the par 
tition adjacent the wall to which one end most 
partition is secured, and releases the pull cord 
8 which in the case of the partition section 
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, causes the two end most 
Caintilever eXtensions 5 of the end members 2 to 
In OWe toward each other, Which causes the con 

When it is desired to collapse the 
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2,027,992 
to be breken, and the portions to be moved to 
Ward each other, thus causing the Wertical col 
lumns common to each pair of partitions to be 
moved toward each other. This collapsing move 
ment occurs through the Space provided by the 
moldings 43 adjacent the Wall to which the par 
tition is secured. The remainder of the parti 
tions are then moved toward the collapsed parti 
tion until all of the partitions are collapsed, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 16. 

It is thus seen that the partition of the present 
invention is very rigidly reinforced through. When 
in extended position without the use of objection 
able floor tracks, and is so constructed as to be 
balanced and to be enclosed at the top and bot 
tom while providing a substantial dead air Space 
between the sides thereof. 

It is to be particularly noted that the partitions 
when collapsed require a relatively Small Space 
for storage purposes, and furthermore that dur 
ing the collapsing operation it is unnecessary to 
move any articles of furniture or the like away 
from the walls of the partition at any point be 
yond the break in the moldings 43, since the parti 
tion is only collapsed adjacent the One Wall. 

It is to be further noted that the partition of 
the present invention is very rigidly reinforced 
when in an extended position by the frameWork 
comprising the vertical columns and end men 
bers, and that the same can be very easily col 
lapsed by merely actuating the end members in 
such a manner to break the continuity of the 
Sae. 

It is to be further noted that the partition is 
very simple in construction and can be very easily 
operated, and that it does not require the use of 
any raised members or tracks on the floor of the 
room to hold the partitions against SideWise 
movement. 
Although each partition Section is shown in 

the drawings as having two sides composed of 
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hinged panels, it is to be understood that a Single 
series of panels may be employed, and, further 
more, that, the invention is not limited to the use 
of tWohingedly connected panels between each 
pair of columns, since a plurality of hingedly 
connected panels may be used to equal advantage. 
If desired, the columns may be guided by both 
upper and lower tracks, and in some cases they 
may be solely Supported on a lower guide track 
instead of being suspended from an overhead 
track. 
The partition is so constructed that it is only 

necessary to use one of the end members in the 
case of a relatively low ceilinged room, and that 
for rooms of greater height any desired number 
of end members may be used without affecting the 
ease of operation of the collapsible partition. 

Furthermore, it is to be understood that the 
particular forms of apparatus shown and de 
scribed, and the particular procedure set forth, 
are presented for purposes of explanation and 
illustration, and that various modifications of 
said apparatus and procedure can be made with 
out departing from my invention as defined in 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a foldable partition, a plurality of col 

lapsible partition sections, each including a pair 
of vertical columns held against movement trans 
versely of Said partition, said columns being mov 
able toward each other, a pair of panels for each 
Side of Said Section normally lying in the same 
plane, each pair of panels being hingedly con 
nected, one panel of each pair being hinged to one 

S 
of said columns and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of Said columns, 
Whereby when said pairs of panels are swung 
OutWardly and the panels of each pair are SWung 
toWard each other Said columns are moved to Ward 
each other to collapse said section, and means 
releasably engaged with said panels to normally 
prevent SWinging movement thereof and to hold 
each pair in the same plane, and means to release 
said first mentioned means from engagement With 
said panels. 

2. In a foldable partition, a plurality of Col 
lapsible partition sections, each including a pair 
of vertical columns held against movement trans 
versely of said partition, said columns being now 
able toward each other, a pair of panels for each 
side of said section normally lying in the Same 
plane, each pair of panels being hingedly Con 
nected, one panel of each pair being hinged to 
one of said columns and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of said columns, 
Whereby when said pairs of panels are SWung out 
Wardly and the panels of each pair are SWung 
toward each other, said columns are moved toward 
each other to collapse Said section, and means 
for initially moving said pairs of panels OutWard 
ly away from each other to break the continuity 
of the panels of each pair and provide initial 
collapsing movement of Said. Section. 

3. In a foldable partition, a plurality of col 
lapsible partition sections, each including a pair 
of Vertical columns held against movement trans 
Versely of Said partition, said columns being mov 
able toward each other, a pair of panels for each 
side of said. Section normally lying in the same 
plane, each pair of panels being hingedly con 
nected, one panel of each pair being hinged to 
One of Said columns and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of said columns, 
Whereby When said pairs of panels are swung out 
Wardly and the panels of each pair are swung 
toward each other said columns are noved to 
Ward each other to collapse said Section, and 
means releasably engaged with said panels to nor 
nally prevent SWinging movement thereof and to 
hold each pair in the same plane, and means to 
release Said first mentioned means from engage 
ment With said panels, and move said pairs of 
panels OutWardly aWay from each other to break 
the continuity of the panels of each pair and 
provide initial collapsing movement of said sec 
tion. 

4. In a foldable partition, an overhead track 
Secured to the ceiling of the room containing said 
partition, and a plurality of partition sections, 
each Section including a pair of vertical columns 
freely Suspended from said track for sliding move 
ment relative to said track and relative to each 
Other, a pair of panels for each side of said sec 
tion normally lying in the same plane, each pair 
of panels being hingedly connected together, one 
panel of each Section being hinged to one of Said 
columns and the other panel being hinged to the 
Other column, whereby when said panels of each 
pair are SWung toWard each other away from the 
panels of the opposite pair Said columns are moved 
toWard each other to collapse said section, and 
means. On Said columns engageable with the floor 
of Said room to hold said section against trans 
Verse movement When said section is in normal 
extended position, said means being disengage 
able from Said floor at the initial collapsing move 
ment of Said Section. 

5. In a foldable partition, a plurality of collaps 
ible partition sections, each including a pair of 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

(5 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

IS 



5 

0. 

it) 

5 

5 5 

60 

75 

6 
vertical columns held against movement trans 
versely of said partition and being movable 
toward each other, a foldable member extending 
between said columns to normally hold said 
columns in extended spaced relation, a pair of 
hingedly connected panels mounted at each side 
of Said Section, one panel of each pair being 
hinged to one column and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of said columns, 
means for folding said member whereby said 
columns may move toward each other and Said 
panels of each pair may SWing toward each other 
to collapse said section, and latch means carried 
by said foldable member releasably engageable 

i, with a panel of each pair to hold Said panels 
against movement When said Section is in extended 
non-collapsed position. 

6. In a foldable partition, a plurality of collaps 
ible partition sections, each including a pair of 
Vertical columns held against movement trans 
Versely of said partition and being movable 
toward each other, a foldable member extending 
between Said columns to normally hold said 
columns in extended spaced relation, a pair of 
hingedly connected panels mounted at each side 
Of Said Section, One panel of each pair being 
hinged to one column and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of Said Columns, 
means for folding said member whereby said 
columns may move toward each other and Said 
panels of each pair may SWing toward each other 
to collapse said Section, and means carried by 
Said foldable member to impart initial SWinging 
movement to Said pairs of panels. 

7. In a foldable partition, a plurality of collapS 
ible partition Sections, each including a pair of 
Wertical Columns held against movement trans 
Versely of Said partition and being movable 
toWard each other, a foldable member extending 
between Said columns to normally hold said 
columns in extended Spaced relation, a pair of 
hingedly connected panels mounted at each side 
Of Said Section, One panel of each pair being 
hinged to one column and the other panel of 
each pair being hinged to the other of said 
columns, means for folding said member where 
by Said columns may move toward each other 
and said panels of each pair may swing toward 
each other to collapse said section, means re 
leasably engaged with a panel of each pair to 
norinally prevent SWinging movement of said 
panels, and means to release said first mentioned 
means and to impart initial Swinging movement 
to said pairs of panels. 

8. A foldable partition comprising a fixed over 
head track, a pair of side members extending 
longitudinally of Said track, each being spaced 
tranSVersely of Said track, and a plurality of 
Collapsible sections, each Section including a pair 
of vertical columns suspended from and slidably 
mounted on said track, and a pair of hingedly 
connected panels hingedly mounted on each side 
of said columns, said panels extending between 
Said side members and said track, Said side men 
bers being of lesser longitudinal extent to pro 
vide spaces, whereby said panels may be SWung 
outwardly therethrough and said columns moved 
toward each other to progressively collapse said 
Sections. 

9. A foldable partition extendible between the 
opposite walls and between the ceiling and floor 
of a room, said floor having regularly spaced 
recesses, comprising a fixed Overhead guide track 
secured to said ceiling, a plurality of vertical 
columns mounted on said track for movement 
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toward each other, means carried by the lower 
ends of said columns and being engageable with 
said floor recesses to hold said lower ends against 
transverse movement When said partition is in 
extended position, a pair of outwardly Swingable 
panels hinged to each column, the panels of one 
column being hinged to the panels of the next 
adjacent columns, whereby when said columns 
are moved toward each other the panels extend 
ing between adjacent columns swing toward each 
other and collapse said partition. 

10. In a foldable partition, a plurality of col 
lapsible partition sections, each including a pair 
of vertical columns held against movement 
transversely of said partition and being movable 
toward each other, a foldable member extending 
between said columns to normally hold Said 
columns in extended spaced relation, a pair of 
hingedly connected panels mounted at each side 
of said Section, one panel of each pair being 
hinged to one column and the other panel of each 
pair being hinged to the other of said columns, 
and means for folding said member whereby Said 
columns may move toward each other and Said 
panels of each pair may Swing toward each other 
to collapse said section, Said foldable member 
having a floating means there.On arranged When 
said member is in normal extended position to 
close the space between said member and the 
floor of the room in which Said partition is 
located. 

11. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of vertical columns, a horizontal track freely Sup 
porting said columns for sliding movement toward 
and relative to each other, foldable end frame 
members extending between said columns, Spaced 
side Walls for the opposite sides of Said columns 
each comprising pairs of panels hinged to Said 
columns, the panels of One column being hinged 
to the panels of the next adjacent columns, and 
means for imparting initial folding movement to 
said end frame members, whereby Said panels of 
each wall may swing toward each other outwardly 
away from said partition and said columns moved 
toward each other to collapse Said partition, the 
hinged connection between the panels of One 
column and the panels of the next adjacent 
columns being removable whereby Said partition 
may be extended and the Space between Said 
collapsible side walls used for storage purposes. 

12. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of vertical columns movable toward each other, 
extensible means extending between Said columns 
for normally holding said columns in Spaced re 
lation and against movement toward each other, 
Spaced side walls for the opposite Sides of said 
columns, each side wall comprising pairs of panels 
hinged to said columns, the panels of one column 
also being hingedly connected to the panels of 
the next adjacent columns, the hinged connec 
tion of certain of Said panels being removable 
Whereby said partition may be extended and the 
space between Said side walls used for storage 
purpOSes. 

13. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of vertical columns nowable toward each other, 
a plurality of hingedly connected panels extend 
ing between each pair of columns, one of said 
panels being hinged to One column and another 
of said panels being hinged to the next adjacent 
column, whereby Said panels may Swing toward 
each other during movement of the columns to 
ward each other to collapse said partition, means 
for holding said columns in spaced position, and 
means carried by said last mentioned means to 
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normally prevent swinging movement of said 
panels, Said last mentioned means permitting 
SWinging movement of Said panels only when said 
Columns are moved toward each other. 

14. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of vertical columns movable toward each other, 
a plurality of hingedly connected panels extend 
ing between each pair of columns, one of 
Said panels being hinged to one column 
and another of Said panels being hinged to the 
next adjacent column, whereby said panels may 
Swing toward each other during movement of 
the columns toward each other to collapse said 
partition, folding means extending between said 
columns to hold said columns in spaced position 
With Said panels in normal unfolded position, and 
means carried by Said folding means to impart 
initial SWinging movement of said panels upon 
initial movement of said columns toward each 
other. 

15. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of Wertical columns nowable toward each other, 
a plurality of hingedly connected panels extend 
ing between each pair of columns, one of said 
panels being hinged to One column and another 
of Said panels being hinged to the next adjacent 
column, Whereby Said panels may SWing toward 
each other during movement of the columns to 
Ward each other to collapse Said partition, means 
eleasably engageable With certain of said panels 
to normally prevent SWinging movement of Said 
panels, and means to release said first mentioned 
means and to impart initial SWinging novement 
to Said panels. 

16. A foldable partition extendible between 
the opposite Walls and between the Ceiling and 
floor of a room, Said floor having Spaced recesses, 
comprising a fixed overhead guide track secured 
to said ceiling, a plurality of Wertical columns 
mounted on said track for in OWeinent to Ward each 
Other, a pair Of hingedly Connected panels ex 
tending between each pair of columns, one of 
said panels being connected to one column and 
the other panel being connected to the other 
column, whereby when said columns are moved 
toward each other the panels extending between 
adjacent columns SWing toward each other to 
collapse Said partition, and meals at the lower 
portion of said partition engageable and disen 
gageable with the floor recesses during exteind 

ing and collapsing movements of said partition 
whereby to hold said partition against tranverse 
mOWenent When said partition is in extended 
position. 

17. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of vertical columns movable toward each other, 
a plurality of hinge plates carried by each of said 
cClumns, and a pair of panels hingedly connect 
ed together and extendible between each pair 
of columns, One panel of one pair being hinged to 
the hinge plates of one column and one panel of 
the next adjacent pair of panels being hinged co 
axially With the said one panel to said hinge plates 
of Said last mentioned column, whereby said 
panels have a common pivotal axis and whereby 
Said panels in extended position may substan 
tially a but each other to conceal their support 
ing Column and to provide a substantially con 
tinuous surface. 

18. A foldable partition comprising a plurality 
of panels, a Series of hinges hingedly connecting 
each panel With the next adjacent panel, One 
Series of hinges being operable in one direction 
and the next adjacent Series of hinges being op 
erable in the opposite direction, an overhead track, 
means SUSpended from Said track to support said 
partition, connections between said means and 
the alternate series of hinges whereby the panels 
Of each pair Of panels may be swung toward each 
Other about their adjacent hinged connections, 
and means at the lower portion of said parti 
tion operable when said panels are in extended 
position to hold Said partition against transverse 
movement. 

19. A foldable partition comprising an over 
head track, a plurality of columns suspended from 
said track and being movable toward and away 
from each other, hinge plates secured to each 
column and a pair of panels hinged to the hinge 
plates of each column Whereby said panels have 
a common pivotal axis and may substantially abut 
each other when extended to conceal their sup 
porting column, each of Said panels also being 
hingedly connected to a panel of the next adja 
cent Column. Whereby When said columns are 
moved toward each other the panels of each pair 
SWing about their common pivotal axis toward 
each other to collapse said partition. 
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