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To all whom 6 may concers:

Be it known that I, JOEN E. WHEELOCK, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Collinsville, in the county of Hart-
ford and State of Connecticut,have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in
Wire-Stretchers, of which the following is a
description, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side view. Fig. 2 is an edge

view. .
The object of the improvement is denoted
by its title, it being a device in the nature of
a streteher for putting up wire fences and the
like.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter a
denotes the main lever, and b the pinching-
lever pivotally attached to the side of the
main lever. The main lever on that side of
the pivot ¢ opposite from the handle end is
provided with the inwardly-curved surface
a', whichmay well be termed a *‘ post-grasp,”
because it is intended to grasp and encircle
the post to a degree to slip on the post and
move around it. rotarily for the purpose of
affording a long pull upon the wireand at the

same time keeping a sure grasp upon the

post. The mainlever ¢ is also provided with
a reversely-curved pinching-surface «?, lo-
cated upon a shoulder formed thereon, and
the pinching-lever b is provided with a cor-
responding reversely-curved pinching-sur-
face b'. These coOperating and reversely-
curved pinching-surfaces afford a grasp upon
the wire, which is absolutely sure underany
possible strain, and the pressure is so exerted
upon the wire thereby that the surfaceis not
practically abraded nor the ordinary galvan-
ized coating thereof disturbed.

The pivot ¢, which connects the two levers,
is located at one side of an imaginary line
drawn through the central part of the two

pinching-surfaces, and this eccentric location

of that pivot is necessary in order to allow
them to close with the proper pinching mo- 45
tion.

The handle ends of the two levers ¢ and D
are practically flush, so that the operator can
grasp and use bothlevers at one and the same
time. Indeed in an emergency he can oper- 50
ate both by the pressure of a leg or some
other part of the body and leave his hands
free, as is sometimes very desirable for other
purposes.

It is of course possible to make the parts so 55
far described wholly of metal, but it is pre-
ferred that, as shown in the drawings, both
the levers be mainly of wood and that the
post-grasp and the two reversely-curved
pinching -surfaces be of métal suitably at- 6o
tached thereto.

The letter ¢ not only denotes the ‘‘in-
wardly-curved surface” already referred to,
but also a metallic surfacing-strap therefor,
which is prolonged in strap a® protecting the 65
end of lever c.

Theletter d denotes a hook for drawing sta-
ples and the like, inserted in the end of lever
o and through the strap o®.

The straps o' ¢® and the hook d not only 7o
have their separate functions, but they mu-
tually codperate tohold each otherin position.

1 ¢laim as my improvement—

In combination, the two levers, the post-
grasp, thetwo reversely-curved pinching-sur- 75
faces, and the pivot of the levers located off
the center line of the two pinching-surfaces,
all substantially as described and for the pur-
poses set forth.

JOHN E. WHEELOCK.

Witnesses:
W. E. SIMONDS,
ANDREW FERGUSON.




