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To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs HENRYMYERs, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Buffalo, in the county 
of Erie and State of New York, have invented a new 
and useful Fence-Post, of which the following is a 
specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in fence posts. 
The object of the present invention is to improve 

the construction offence posts, and to provide a simple, 
inexpensive and efficient one of great strength and 
durability, which will be fire proof, and thereby adapt 
ed for use along railroads as well as for general use. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a rot 

proof fence post, which will obviate the necessity of 
digging post holes, and which, when past usefulness, 
may be sold as scrap metal. 
Another object of the invention is to provide im 

proved means for securing bars and fence wires to the 
fence post, and to obviate the necessity of employing 
staples, when fence wires are used. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention 

consists in the construction and novel combination of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing, and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended; it being understood that various 
changes in the form, proportion, size and minor details 
of construction, within the scope of the claims, may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of the invention. 
In the drawing:- Figure l is a perspective view of a 

fence post, constructed in accordance with this inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged detailperspective view of the base 
of the fence post. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view 
of the lower end of the upper section or member of the 
post. Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view of the upper end 
of the base. Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
substantially on the line 6-6 of Fig. 2. Fig. 7 is an 
enlarged detail sectional view, illustrating the manner 
of Securing the fence wires to the post. Fig. 8 is a de 
tail perspective view of one of the wire engaging de 
vices. Fig. 9 is a detail view of a fastening device for 
securing a bar to the fence post. Fig. 10 is an enlarged 
detail sectional view on the line 10-10 of Fig. 2. Figs. 
ll and 12 are detail views of a fastening device for 
permanent fences. 

Like numerals of reference designate corresponding 
parts in all the figures of the drawing. 
l designates a base or lower section, and 2 the upper 

section or member of a fence post, which is constructed 
of sheet steel, or other suitable material, and which, 
while being adapted for general use as a fence post, is 
designed particularly for use in fencing railroads, as 
it is fire proof. The base or lower member of the 
fence post is rolled or otherwise formed from a tapering 

formed by grooving or corrugating the blank and 
tapered longitudinally so that the base, when com 
pleted, has parallel side edges and is of uniform diam 
eter. The base is provided with straight flat portions 
3 and 4; the straight flat portions 3 are located at the 
side edges of the post, and the other straight flat por 
tions 4 are interposed between and space the ribs from 
each other. The lower end 5 of the base is edgewise 
tapered, and enables the base to be readily driven into 
the ground, so as to obviate the necessity of digging 
post holes. 
The rib 3, which is arranged longitudinally of the 

median line of the base, extends from one of the side 
faces of the base and forms a tapering groove, and the 
ribs 4, which project from the opposite face of the base, 
are located at opposite sides of the median line of the 
same. The tapering ribs form a stiff base of great 
strength and durability, and the ribs taper from the 
upper end of the base, which is enlarged by the taper 
ing ribs, to the lower end of the said base. The lower 
ends of the tapering ribs merge into the lower end of 
the base, which is flat. The arrelgeient oftii, iihs at 
the opposite faces of the base causes the base, which 
has a uniform diameter, to vary in thickness from the 
top to the bottom. 
The upper end of the base is provided at opposite 

sides of the central or intermediate rib 3 with short 
vertical slots 6 to interlock with the lower end of the 
upper section or member 2 of the post. The upper 
section or member 2 is provided with a longitudinal 
rib 7, which tapers upwardly from the lower end of the 
section or member, and the lattei is provided at oppo 
site sides of the rib with vertical slots 8, which match 
the sides 6 of the base to enable the contiguous ends of 
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the upper and lower sections or members of the post to . . 
interfit or interlock, as clearly shown in Figs. I and 2 of 
the drawing. The lower portion of the rib 7 of the up 
per section or member 2 fits within the intermediate 
rib 3 of the base 1, and as the ribs are oppositely tapered, 
a tapering intervening space 9 is formed between the 
overlapped portions of the ribs 3 and 7. The interfit 
ting or interlocked ends of the two sections or mem 
bers of the fence post are secured together and retained 
in their interlocked relation by means of a tapering key 
or wedge 10, which is driven into the tapering space 9. 
The tapering key, which is provided at its upper end 
with a projecting head II, has a concaved inner face 12, 
and a convex or rounded outerface 13. The inner con 
cave face 2 fits the outer face of the rib 7 of the upper 
section or member of the fence post, and the rounded 
or convex face 13 of the key or wedge conforms to the 
configuration of the inner face of the intermediate rib 
3 of the base. The head T1 engages the upper edge of 
the base, as clearly shown in Figs. I and 2 of the draw 
ing. The upper section or member of the post, may be 

blank, and is provided with longitudinal ribs 3 and 4, fastened to the base in any other desired manner. 
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2. 862,928 

The rib 7 extends along the median line of the upper sheet metal and providing an enlarged upper end for the 
section or member of the fence post, and the side flanges 

base. 
2. A fence post comprising a base provided with a loll 

Orportions 14 are adapted to receive bal's Orience Wires gitudinal rib forming a groove, and an upper section or 
22 and are provided with rectangular openings 15, 

5 adapted to receive squared shanks 16 of fastening de 
vices 17. The polygonal shanks 16, fitting in the polyg 
onal openings 15 of the fence post, prevent any rotary 
movement of the fastening devices. The shanks are 
split longitudinally at 18, and are provided with lon 

10 gitudinal openings 19 to receive wedges 20, which are 
driven into the shanks 16, whereby the latter are ex 
panded in the openings of the fence post and are se 
curely fastened to the latter. The wedges 20 are pro 
vided with suitable heads, and a block of iron or other 

15 suitable device is held against the post, while the wedges 
are driven into the shanks of the fastening devices. 
The fastening devices 17 are provided with wire engag 
ing hooks, but fastening devices 21 may be cimployed 
for securing bars to the fence post. The fastening de 

20 vice 2L has a split shank similar to that heretofore de 
scribed, and it is provided with a head having a flat 
inner face for engaging the bars or other fencing ma 
terial. 
The wedges of the fastening devices heretofore de 

25 scribed are adapted to be withdrawn, and the spread 
shanks may be readily compressed to permit the re 
moval of a fence. However, when a fence is designed 
for permanent use, the fastening device 22, illustrated 
in Figs. Il and 12 of the drawing, is employed. The 

30 fastening device 22' consists of a shank adapted to be 
passed through a perforation of the fence post, and pro 

- --vided at one end with a hook for engaging a fence wire. 
The fence wire is arranged at one of the side faces of the 
post, and the shank of the fastening device 22 is bent, 

35 against the other side face of the post, and extends in 
the opposite direction from the hooks, whereby the bill 
of the latter is held firmly in engagement with the post. 

It will be seen that the fence post, which possesses 
great strength and durability, is both ?ire proof and rot, 

40 proof, and that it is adapted to effect a great saving in 
both time and labor in the erection of fences, as the 
tapering base may be readily driven into the ground 
and obviates the necessity of digging a post hole. 

Having thus fully described my invention, what I 
45 claim as now and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A base for fence posts constructed of sheet metal, 
and provided witl tapelring lips fol'inned by grooving the 

member provided with a rib fitting in the gl'OC) We of the 
base, said base and upper section or member being provided 
with means fol' interlocking their contiguous elds. 

3. A fence post comprising a base provided with a lon 
gitudinal rib forming a groove, and an upper section (1 
member provided with a rib fitting in the groove of the 
batse. said base and uppel' section or member beilg tri 
vided at their contiguous ends witl matcling slots follu 
ing interlocking portions. 

it. A fence post coulprising : base laving : t: ) (ling lot 
gitudinal rib forming a groove, an uppel' section or mell hel' 
having an oppositely tapered 'il) fitting in the silici s.ro () v C. 
said base alld upper section or membel' having () wei'i: ) (l 
interlocked portions, and the oppositely tapered libs fol'inn 
ing an intervening tapering space, and a wedge fitting in 
the tapering space and securing the base and the upier 
section) or membel' in theil' intellocked relation. 

5. The combination with a fence post having an open 
ing, of a fastening device consisting of a lead, it stil 
shank having an opening, inclu wedge (lated to it withiin 
the opening of the shank for spreading the latter. 

(5. The comination with a fence post laying : ) is go 
nal opening, of a fastening device ('onsisti) () f : ) (; (i. 
ill lolygonal shinlk fitting in the opening of the fil" ( ) st 
and split longitudinally, and a wedge provided with in 
lead and adapted to e driven into the split portio) of the 
shallk fol' spleading the lattel'. 

7. A base for fence posts constructed of sleet letal and 
having a lowe' flat end tapered edgewise, said i):se being 
also provided with ribs tapering longitudinally and leg 
in into the lowel flat edigewise tapel'ed end of the ; st'. 

S. A fence post lase consti'l cited of sleet met to vict 
with tapeling 1'ils, alternately alranged at the () (si ( 
faces of the ibise to form a base of uniform wi(t) : it 
vilying thickness. 

9. A fence post base constructed of sheet metal and ro 
vided with longitudinai l'iis, and having straight fl; t ( - 
tions located at the side edges of the lyase ill ( : 'I'list 
between and spacing the said ribs from each otle'. 

10. A fence post base constructed from a tapering iaik 
of sheet metill, and having tapeling ribs formed by gi" () \'- 
ing the sheet metal and providing a base of varying thick 
ness and unifol'Inn width. 

I. A fence post lase constructed of longiticinally' ('I'- 
rugated sheet loneta, and lawing a uniform liaiei ( ; ) 
valrying in thickness througllout its entire lengt). 

In testimony, that claim the fol'egoing as y (wn, i. 
have hereto affixed by signature. in the presence of tw. 
witnesses. 

CIARIES IIIENRY AYERs. 

Witosses: 
I).AYTON A. NIINAID, 
IIO WAIRD M. Fofo (AAI. 
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