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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CEARLES HENRY MYDRS a citizen
of the United States, residing at Buffalo, in the county
of Erie and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Fence-Post, of whick the followmv is a
specification. :

The invention relates to improvements in fence posts.

The object of the present invention is to improve
the construction of fence posts, and to provide a simple,
inexpensive and efficient- one of great strength and
durability, which will be five'proof, and thereby adapt-
ed for use along railroads as well as for general use.

A further object of the invention is to provide a rot
proof fence post, which will obviate the necessity of
digging post holes, and which, when past usefulness,
may be sold as scrap metal.

Another object of the invention is to provide im-
proved means for securing bars and fence wires to the
fence post, and to obviate the necessity of employing
staples, when fence wires are used.

With these and other objects in view, the invention
consists in the construction and novel combination of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, and pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, size and minor details
of construction, within the scope of the claims, may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
fence post, constructed in accordance with this inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the same.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail perspective view of the base
of the fence post. Tig. 4 is a detail perspective view
of the lower end of the upper section or member of the
post. Fig. 5 isa detail sectional view of the upper end
of the base. TFig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view taken
substantially on the line 6-—6 of Fig. 2. Fig. 7 is an
enlarged detail sectional view, illustrating the manner
of securing the fence wires to the post. TFig. 8 is a'de-
tail perspective view of one of the wire engaging de-
vices. Fig. 9 is a detail view of a fastening device for
securing a har to the fence post. Fig. 10 is an enlarged
defail sectional view on the line 10—10 of Fig. 2. TFigs.
11 and 12 are detail views of a fastening device for
permanent fences.

Like numerals of reference designate corresponding
parts in all the figuves of the drawing.

1 designates a base or lower section, and 2 the upper
section or member of a fence post, which is constructed
of sheet steel, or other suitable material, and which,
while being adapted for general use as a fence post, is
designed particularly for use in fencing railroads, as
it is fire proof. The base or lower member of the

fence post isrolled or otherwise formed from a tapering
- blank, and is provided with longitudinal ribs 3 and 4,

formed by grooving or corrugating the blank and
tapered longitudinally so that the base, when com-
pleted, has parallel side edges and is of uniform diam-
eter. The base is provided with straight flat portions
3% and 42; the straight flat portions 3* are located at the
side edges of the post, and the other straight flat por-
tions 4 are interposed between and space the ribs from
each other. The lower end 5 of the base is edgewise
tapered, and enables the base to be readily driven into
the ground, so as to obviate the necessity of digging
post holes.

The rib 3, which is arranged longitudinally of the
median line of the base, extends from one of the side

“faces of the base and forms a tapering groove, and the

ribs 4, which project from the opposite face of the base,
are located at opposite sides of the median line of the
same. The tapering ribs form a stiff base of great
strength and durability, and the ribs taper from the
upper end of the base, which is enlarged by the taper-
ing ribs, to the lower end .of the said base. The lower
ends of the tapering ribs merge into the lower end of
the base, which is flat. The arreageid@nt of thivTiheat
the opposite faces of the base causes the base, which
has a uniform diameter, to vary in thickness from the
top to the bottom.

The upper end of the base is provided at opposite
sides of the central or intermediate rib 3 with short
vertical slots 6 to interlock with the lower end of the
upper section or member 2 of the post. ' The upper
section or member 2 is provided with a longitudinal
rib 7, which tapers upwardly from the lower end of the
section or member, and the latter is provided at oppo-
site sides of the rib with vertical slots 8, which match
the sides 6 of the base to enable the contiguous ends of

the upper and lower sections or members of the post to .

interfit or interlock, as clearly shown in Figs. 1and 2 of
the drawing. The lower portion of the rib 7 of the up-
per section or member 2 fits within the intermediate
1ib 3 of the base 1, and as the ribs are oppositely tapered,
a tapering intervening space 9 is formed between the
overlapped portions of the 1ibs 8 and 7. The interfit-
ting or interlocked ends of the two sections or mem-
bers of the fence post are secured together and retained
in their interlocked relation by means of a tapering key
or wedge 10, which is driven into the tapering space 9.
The tapering key, which is provided at its upper end
with a projecting head 11, has a concaved inner face 12,
and a convex or rounded outer face 13. The inner con-
cave face 12 fits the outer face of the rib 7 of the upper
section or member of the fence post, and the rounded
or convex face 13 of the key or wedge conforms to the
configuration of the inner face of the intermediate 1ib
3 of the base. The head 11 engages the upper edge of
the base, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
ing.. The upper section or member of the post, may be
fastened to the base in any other desired manner.

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



[V

10

15

20

40

45

2

The 1ib 7 extends along the median line of the upper
section or member of the fence post, and the side flanges
or portions 14 are adapted to receive bars or fence wires
22 and are provided with rectangular openings 15,
adapted to receive squared shanks 16 of fastening de-
vices17. The polygonal shanks 16, fitting in the polyg-
onal openings 15 of the fence post, prevent any rotary
movement of the fastening devices. The shanks arc
split longitudinally at 18, and are provided with lon-
gitudinal openings 19 to receive wedges 20, which are
driven into the shanks 16, whereby the latter are ex-
panded in the openings of the fence post and are se-
curely fastened to the latter. The wedges 20 are pro-
vided with suitable heads, and a block of iron or other
suitable device is held against the post while the wedges
are driven into the shanks of the fastening devices.
The fastening devices 17 are provided with wire engag-
ing hooks, but fastening devices 21 may be employed
for securing bars to the fence post. The fastening de-
vice 21 has a split shank similar to that hevetofore de-
sceribed, and it is provided with a head having a flat

“inner face for cngaging the bars or other fencing ma-

terial. .

The wedges of the fastening devices heretofore de-
scribed are adapted to be withdrawn, and the spread
shanks may be readily compressed to permit the re-
moval of a fence.  However, when a fence is designed
for permanent use, the fastening device 22¢, illustrated
in Figs. 11 and 12 of the drawing, is employed. The
fastening device 22¢ consists of a shank adapted to be
passed fhrough o pevforation of the fence post, and pro-

“Tided at one end with a hook for engaging a fence wire.

The fence wire is arranged at one of the side faces of the
post, and the shank of the fastening device 22* is bent
against the other side face of the post, and extends in
the opposite direction from the hooks, whereby the bill
of the latter is held firmly in engagement with the post.

It will be seen that the fence post, which possesses
great strength and durability, is both five proof and rot
proof, and that it is adapted to effect a great saving in
both time and labor in the crection of fences, as the
tapering base may be readily driven into the ground
and obviates the necessity of digging a poest hole.

Maving thus fully deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new and desive tosecure by Letters Patent, is:—
1. A Dasge tor fence posts constructed of sheet metal,
and provided with taperving ribs formed by grooving the
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sheet metal and providing an enlarged upper end for the
hase.

2. A fence post comprising a Dase provided with a lon-
gitudinal rib forming a groove, and an upper section or
member provided with a rib fitting in the groove of the
base, said hase and upper section or member being provided
with means for interlocking their contiguons ends.

3. A fence post comprising a hase provided with a lon-
eitudinal rib forming a groove, and an upper scction or
member provided with a rib fitting in the groove ol [he
bage, said base and upper section or member being pro-
vided at their contiguous ends with matehing slots form-
ing interlocking portions

4. A fence post comprising a hase having a tapering lon-
eitudinal rib forming a groove. an upper section or member
having an oppositely tapered rib fitting in the said groove.
said Dase and upper section or member having overiapped
interlocked portions, and the oppositely tapered vibs form-
ing an intervening tapering space, and a wedge fitting in
the tapering space and securing the base and the upper
seetion or member in their interlocked relation,

5. 'he combination with a fence post having an open-
ing, of a fastening device consisting of a head. w spiit
shank having an opening, and a wedge adapted to fit within
the opening of the shank for spreading the latter.

6. The combination with a fence post having a polyzo-
nal opening, of a fastening device consisting of a head,
a polyvgonal shank fitting in the opening of the lfence post
and split longitudinally, and a wedge provided with »
liead and adapted to he driven into the split portion of the
shank for spreading the Iatter.

7. A Dase for fence posts constructed of sheet metal and
having a lower {lat end tapered edgewise, sald base being
also provided with ribg tapering longitudinally and merg-
ing into the lower flat edgewise tapered end of the basc,

8. A fence post base constructed of sheet metal provided
with tapering ribs, alternately arranged ot the opposile
faces of the base to form a base of uniform width and
varying thickness.

0. A fence post base constructed of sheet metal and pro-
vided with longitudinal ribs, and having straight flat por-
tions located at the side edges of the base and arranged
hetween and spacing the said ribs from each other.

10. A fence post base constructed from a tapering biank
of sheet metal, and having tapering vibs Tformed by aroov-
ing the sheet metal and providing a hase of varying thick-
ness and uniform width.

11. A fence post base constructed of longitudinally cor-
rugated sheet metal, and having a uniform diameter and
varying in thickness throughout ifs entire length.

In testimony, that T claim the foregoing as my own, 1
fiave hereto aflixed by signature. in the presence of two
witnesses.

CITARLINS ITENRY \I YIRS,

Witnesses :
Dayrox A, MrINawp,
HowAaRrD M. IFORDITAM.
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