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(1)

It is unclear what specific copolymers the wording “an acrylic
copolymer (A) bearing a reactive functional group” or “an acrylic
copolymer” described in claim 1 means, and the difference between both
is also unclear.

(2)

The pressure-sensitive adhesive compositions of claims 1-8 are
defined by the properties “the elongation at break and 200% modulus
of a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer formed from the
pressure-sensitive adhesive composition are 300 to 1000% and 0.2 to
3N/mm’respectively asdeterminedat 25°C by the tensiletest”. However,
only a few of the pressure-sensitive adhesive compositions claimed are
supported by the description within the meaning of PCT Article 6 and
disclosed within the meaning of PCT Article 5.

Further, specification of a pressure—-sensitive adhesive composition
by such a definition is not general in the technical field, and a
pressure-sensitive adhesive composition having such properties cannot
be specified even in view of the common general technical knowledge
at the time of filing. Thus, claims 1-8 lack the requirement of clarity
as provided for in PCT Article 6.

The same applies to other claims referring directly or indirectly
to claims 1-8.

(3)

In claim 2, the acrylic copolymer (A) is defined by the properties
“a crosslinked coating formed by adding the isocyanate compound (C)
in such an amount as to give one equivalent of isocyanate group per
equivalent of the reactive functional group of the acrylic copolymer
(A) and aging for 10 days under an environment of 23°C and 50%RH exhibits
an elongation at break of 600% or above in the tensile test at 25°C”.
However, only a few pressure-sensitive adhesive compositions are
supported by the description within the meaning of PCT Article 6 and
disclosed within the meaning of PCT Article 5.

Further, specification of an acrylic copolymer by such a definition
is not general in the technical field, and an acrylic copolymer having
such properties cannot be specified even in view of the common general
technical knowledge at the time of filing. Thus, claim 2 lacks the
requirement of clarity as provided for in PCT Article 6.

The same applies to other claims referring directly or indirectly
to claim 2.

(4)

In claim 2, the acrylic copolymer (A) is defined by the properties
“a crosslinked coating formed by adding the isocyanate compound (C)
in such an amount as to give one equivalent of isocyanate group per
equivalent of the reactive functional group of the acrylic copolymer
(A) and aging for 10 days under an environment of 23°C and 50%RH exhibits
an elongation at break of 600% or above in the tensile test at 25°C”,
and the acrylic copolymer (B) isdefined by the properties “a crosslinked
coating formed by adding the isocyanate compound (C) in such an amount
as to give one equivalent of isocyanate group per equivalent of the
reactive functional group of the acrylic copolymer (B) and aging for
10 days under an environment of 23°C and 50%RH exhibits an elongation
at break of 600% or above in the tensile test at 25°C”. However, only
a few acrylic copolymers (A) and only a few acrylic copolymers (B) are
supported by the description within the meaning of PCT Article 6 and
disclosed within the meaning of PCT Article 5.
(continued to next extra sheet)

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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Further, specificationof eachacrylic copolymer by suchadefinition
is not general in the technical field, and each acrylic copolymer having
such properties cannot be specified even in view of the common general
technical knowledge at the time of filing. Thus, claim 2 lacks the
requirement of clarity as provided for in PCT Article 6.

The same applies to other claims referring directly or indirectly
to claim 2.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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